
 

 

WRITING EXERCISE:  

Drawing Two Sets 
With Katie Bender 

 
[00:00:00.03] 
(gentle light music) 
 
[00:00:14.08] 
I am gonna lead a quick writing exercise. 
 
[00:00:18.04] 
It is called "Drawing Two Sets." 
 
[00:00:23.02] 
I am stealing this writing exercise 
 
[00:00:25.03] 
from Sherry Kramer's 
really excellent book, 
 
[00:00:29.00] 
"Writing for Stage and Screen". 
 



[00:00:31.00] 
There are three steps to 
this writing exercise. 
 
[00:00:35.02] 
It requires you to have a pen, 
 
[00:00:38.04] 
some pieces of paper, 
 
[00:00:40.03] 
and anything you would like to color with. 
 
[00:00:43.09] 
It could be crayons. 
 
[00:00:45.00] 
It could be watercolors. 
 
[00:00:46.03] 
It could be markers. 
 
[00:00:48.06] 
It could be highlighters. 
 
[00:00:50.06] 
Anything you can use to draw. 
 
[00:00:51.09] 
The idea for this writing exercise 
 
[00:00:54.03] 
is that you are going to take a moment 
 



[00:01:00.02] 
and think about this idea for this play 
 
[00:01:04.08] 
that you would like to write. 
 
[00:01:06.09] 
Once you sort of put yourself 
in the space of the play, 
 
[00:01:10.01] 
you are gonna take a piece of paper 
 
[00:01:12.02] 
and all of the art supplies, 
 
[00:01:16.01] 
pens, paints, crayons 
 
[00:01:18.04] 
that you would find pleasure in using. 
 
[00:01:21.07] 
And you're gonna go ahead 
 
[00:01:23.02] 
and you're going to draw, 
 
[00:01:26.02] 
paint, create an image of the metaphorical 
 
[00:01:30.09] 
world of your play. 
 



[00:01:33.04] 
You don't have to be tied by gravity 
 
[00:01:35.07] 
or by 90-degree angles, 
 
[00:01:38.04] 
or how good, or in my case, terrible, 
 
[00:01:41.09] 
your drawing skills are. 
 
[00:01:44.04] 
You're just simply creating 
the world of your play 
 
[00:01:49.01] 
on paper in color as it comes to you. 
 
[00:01:52.02] 
Once you've finished that, 
 
[00:01:54.00] 
you are gonna set it aside. 
 
[00:01:55.02] 
The next piece is to, with pen and paper, 
 
[00:02:00.09] 
draw the physical set of your play. 
 
[00:02:04.00] 
It doesn't have to be great. 
 



[00:02:05.03] 
In my case it's not. 
 
[00:02:06.03] 
But I want you to think about, 
 
[00:02:08.08] 
imagine that you are an audience member. 
 
[00:02:11.09] 
You're coming to see your play. 
 
[00:02:14.02] 
You walk into the theater. 
 
[00:02:16.06] 
And I want you to the 
best of your ability, 
 
[00:02:18.04] 
draw what you see before you. 
 
[00:02:20.09] 
You're drawing the set. 
 
[00:02:22.08] 
You're drawing the entrances and exits. 
 
[00:02:26.04] 
Maybe you are drawing 
what curtains there are, 
 
[00:02:30.00] 
or what windows there are, 



 
[00:02:33.00] 
or the size of the theater. 
 
[00:02:36.02] 
To the best of your ability, 
 
[00:02:37.04] 
try to draw a literal drawing of your play 
 
[00:02:42.05] 
in its opening moment 
 
[00:02:44.08] 
from your experience in the audience. 
 
[00:02:47.02] 
And the final piece of this exercise 
 
[00:02:50.01] 
is that you are now going to, 
on a third piece of paper, 
 
[00:02:55.02] 
write what the set of 
your play looks like. 
 
[00:02:59.06] 
Write the first entrance of a character, 
 
[00:03:03.00] 
what that character looks like, 
 
[00:03:04.09] 



and what action that they do. 
 
[00:03:06.05] 
So you're writing what 
your set looks like, 
 
[00:03:12.06] 
what the entrances look like, 
 
[00:03:15.00] 
the first entrance of a character, 
 
[00:03:17.06] 
and what that character does. 
 
[00:03:19.03] 
And I would encourage you to think about 
 
[00:03:21.03] 
the tone of your play, 
 
[00:03:23.03] 
the world of your play, 
the pace of your play. 
 
[00:03:26.05] 
And I would encourage you to try 
 
[00:03:27.09] 
and include those elements, 
 
[00:03:30.06] 
the world, the tone, the pace 
 



[00:03:34.07] 
into this very, very first draft 
 
[00:03:39.01] 
of writing out what the set looks like, 
 
[00:03:42.02] 
what the entrances are, 
 
[00:03:43.04] 
and what the first 
character's entrance is. 
 
[00:03:45.09] 
And that's the exercise. 
 
[00:03:47.03] 
(gentle light music) 
 
[00:03:50.04] 
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