PLAYWRIGHTS'
CENTER

WRITING EXERCISE:

Drawing Two Sets
With Katie Bender

Overview

This writing exercise, led by Katie Bender, is a fun artistic way to envision the opening
moments of your play.

Goals and Objectives

e Visualize how you want the audience to experience your play from the beginning.
e Discover a new way to approach the first moment of your play that integrates the
tone and pace of your play

EXERCISE

Drawing Two Sets
Step 1: Draw the metaphorical world of your play

e Take a piece of paper and your preferred art supplies (crayons,
markers, etc.).

e Think about the idea of your play and create an image of its
metaphorical world.



Draw the physical set of your play

e On a second piece of paper, draw the literal set of your play as you
would see it from an audience's perspective.

e Include entrances, exits, and any notable features of the theater
(curtains, windows, etc.).

e Tryto imagine what it looks like from the audience’s point of view in
the opening moments.

Write a description of the set and the first character’s entrance

e On athird piece of paper, write a description of the set from Step 2.
Include details about the first character’s entrance: how they look
and what they do

e Consider the world, tone, and pace of your play and try to
incorporate these elements into your description.

Katie Bender's Playwrights’ Center Profile

This writing exercise is a great supplemental resource for her ONLINE WRITING
INTENSIVE: Th ick and Dirty First Draft for Beginner

Writing for Stage and Screen: Creating a Perception Shift in the Audience by Sherry
Kramer



https://pwcenter.org/profile/katie-bender/
https://pwcenter.org/event/online-writing-intensive-the-quick-and-dirty-first-draft-for-beginners/
https://pwcenter.org/event/online-writing-intensive-the-quick-and-dirty-first-draft-for-beginners/
https://www.google.com/search?q=writing+for+stage+and+screen+sherry+kramer&oq=writing+for+stage+and+screen+sherry+kramer&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigATIHCAMQIRigATIHCAQQIRigATIHCAUQIRigATIHCAYQIRifBTIHCAcQIRiPAtIBCDE3NTRqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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