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CHARACTERS:

Lewellyn Pluebelle – Teacher, 24, settling in her hometown after traveling

Dexter Briscoe – high school graduate, 24, never left home, close friends with Lewellyn in high school, works in the factory
Christopher Talon – A young man from the City doing free-lance video production work for the factory, 26

Maggie Baines – grew up on a farm, 22, works in a fast food place

Skip Landon – A manager at the factory, 38

NOTE: The characters’ relationships are not based on race.  Therefore the casting can be diverse but reflective of small town life in Upstate New York where people have known each other’s families for a long time, and the outsiders can be representative of people who come to a town primarily for professional reasons.  
PLACE:

A rented trailer on Loon Lake, and Skinny Dipper Point

TIME:

1980.

SYNOPSIS:
Lewellyn moved back to teach, settle down and take care of her parents.   Dexter, who has worked in the local factory since high school, believes he can win her back if he disentangles himself from his past.  However Christopher, a freelance videographer from the city, likes Lewellyn, and Skip, the manager of the local factory, is trying to get it moved to Mexico. They are all chasing dreams in a small town where the values of family and community have been corroded by economic decline, and they are all forced to go beyond their dreams and face a reality they didn't choose.
TRAGEDY AT LOON LAKE
Act I, scene 1

(On a video screen, there are aerial shots from a plane flying over a small town with a factory.  As it fades to black: the sound of lake water lapping the shore and a loon calling in the distance.  Lights up on the outside of CHRISTOPHER TALON’S rented trailer on Loon Lake and, opposite from it, the rocks of Skinny Dipper Point.  1980.  Outside the trailer, there is a picnic table, a grill and a chopping block with an ax in it.  At the Point, projected in big white letters on one rock is “Dexter Loves Lewellyn,” which fades as lights come up.  It is Friday evening in the late spring.  LEWELLYN enters dressed to go out.  She goes to the trailer door and knocks.  No answer.  She looks out at the lake to see if she can see anyone.  No one.  She sits at the picnic table.  DEXTER enters.  He is dressed for work.)



DEXTER

Not here?



LEWELLYN
I’m early.



DEXTER

Oh.



LEWELLYN

Thanks for the lift.



DEXTER

It was nothing.  I’d be happy to take a look tomorrow.



LEWELLYN

My uncle has it.



DEXTER

It could be a simple problem.  



LEWELLYN

Aren’t you going to be late for work?



DEXTER

No.  I’ll just tell the foreman I was talkin to Christopher.  I’m starrin in his videotape.  The one he’s makin here?  You don’t believe me?  


LEWELLYN

I didn’t say that. 



DEXTER

He came around watchin everybody work.  I wasn’t even payin attention to him and he comes over and starts talkin to me and, before you know it, he asks me to demonstrate the proper use of grindin tools.  


LEWELLYN

That’s nice. 



DEXTER

It’s a good thing we did that TV program in English class in the 11th grade on how to shoot a shotgun.  You remember that?



LEWELLYN

Yes.  


(LEWELLYN sees CHRISTOPHER on the lake.  Then DEXTER does.)



DEXTER

He must a been out to the Point.  



LEWELLYN


(waving to him)

Chris.



DEXTER

You were a great announcer.  You taught me a lot.  I bet you’re the best damn teacher Prattsburg Central ever has.


(She waves at CHRISTOPHER.  DEXTER goes to the chopping block and pulls out the ax.)  



LEWELLYN

Hello.



DEXTER

My mother thought you’d be.  I know she did.  



LEWELLYN

Chris!  Hi!  Hello!  What?!  I can’t hear!



DEXTER

Wind’s the wrong way.



LEWELLYN

What?!  Just keep rowing!



DEXTER

It’s going to be awhile.



LEWELLYN

You don’t have to wait.   



DEXTER

That’s all right.  I’ll work through dinner.  Can’t stand bein on the night shift.  I’ve been savin, what with nothing to spend it on.  I’ve been keeping my eye out for the right house.  Is that a good apartment you’ve got?



LEWELLYN

Yes. 



DEXTER 

I was thinkin of buyin that house and fixin it up for apartments.  Before you came back.


LEWELLYN

Dexter. 



DEXTER

My Mom told me to stop thinkin about you.  Said it wasn’t no use – any use.  Let her go, she said.  



LEWELLYN

You know things aren’t the same.



DEXTER

I know that.  I’m not the same.  When I heard the news of you comin home, I thought of puttin up a banner across the railroad bridge.  WELCOME HOME LEWELLYN.  SWIMMIN CHAMP OF LAKE COUNTRY.  But I figured you’d yell at me like you did for painting our names on Skinny Dipper Rock.  He’s not goin to move out of New York City.  He’s only here for the videotape and he’s flirtin with all the girls in the factory.  



LEWELLYN

Just like you?



DEXTER

No.  I learned to live here.  



LEWELLYN

Are you still seeing Maggie?



DEXTER

Off and on.



LEWELLYN

Perhaps you and Maggie and Chris and I could go out sometime.



DEXTER

Aren’t you goin to stay?



LEWELLYN

I know you think it’s strange my coming home, after saying all through high school that it was dumb to stay, but that was because no one would listen to me.  And I couldn’t hear what they were saying.  



DEXTER

Jasper is like no other place in the world.  


LEWELLYN

But I couldn’t see a way to make it a home then.    


DEXTER

I told you you could.  


LEWELLYN

You did. 



DEXTER

You admit it now?



LEWELLYN

Yes, I do.  


DEXTER

The dumbest thing I did in high school.  When I took a handoff, I’d just lower my head and ram through.  You always said there was better ways to get your attention.  Didn’t you?  


LEWELLYN

Yes.  



DEXTER

But I didn’t listen and now I get cramps in my neck.  You are a permanent pain in my neck.  


LEWELLYN

And you are in mine.  



DEXTER

Lewellyn, we’re like a brother and sister in a town called Jasper, “The Greatest Town in America to Be a Family”.  


LEWELLYN

That billboard is going to fall down before you know it.  


DEXTER

You’re tellin me.  But the whole town could fall apart and there’d still be you and me by the Lake.  

(CHRISTOPHER enters with oars and a backpack.)



CHRISTOPHER

Hi.  



LEWELLYN

Hi.  Hello.  I’m surprised the boat still floats.



CHRISTOPHER

I was rowing to meet you on the other side.



LEWELLYN

Dexter gave me a ride.  He wouldn’t let me walk.  



DEXTER

Doe get killed along the road by the trailer trash who live down a ways.  



LEWELLYN

My uncle’s still fixing my car.  I tried to call you, but couldn’t get through.  


DEXTER

He don’t always get to the underlyin problem.  I’ll take a look at it.


CHRISTOPHER

Thanks for bringing her out.  (looking at Lewellyn)  The car your uncle rented me is working pretty good.  Do you want something to drink?  



LEWELLYN

Sure.  



DEXTER

What kind of beer you got?  



CHRISTOPHER

No beer.  A bottle of Chardonnay.  



DEXTER
Shardanay?


LEWELLYN

White wine.  



CHRISTOPHER

From a local vineyard.  Lake Breeze White.


LEWELLYN

Sounds interesting.  



CHRISTOPHER


(to Dexter)

Want some?  



DEXTER

Not sure.  You tried a Genny?  


CHRISTOPHER

What’s that?   



DEXTER

The local beer.  Genessee.  


CHRISTOPHER

I’m not a beer drinker.  Wines are my way to get to know a place.  



DEXTER

How long you goin to be here before you go back to the city?


CHRISTOPHER 

Long enough to get to know everything about it.  


DEXTER

I’ll take you huntin and fishin.



CHRISTOPHER

Well, not that long.  I want to toast to my first cruise to the rocks across the lake.  And great views everywhere. 


(They drink.  To Lewellyn.)

Not bad.  



LEWELLYN

Yes.  A little fruity.  



CHRISTOPHER

What’s that place called?



LEWELLYN

Skinny Dipper Point.



CHRISTOPHER
I should have guessed.  Must be good for swimming.  



LEWELLYN

In high school it was. 



DEXTER

It’s just called Rock Point.  



CHRISTOPHER


(to Lewellyn)

The rocks and the cave are amazing geologically, but probably more so anthropologically.  



DEXTER

What are you talking about?  



CHRISTOPHER
What they mean locally.  I picked up all this trash.  


(He dumps beer cans, cigarette butts and a pair of panties out of his back pack.  To Dexter)

You know who these belong to?



DEXTER

No. 


(LEWELLYN laughs.)

What’s so funny?  



LEWELLYN

It was a hangout in high school.  Until the church bought it.  They’re going to make 

it a summer camp for Jesus.  


CHRISTOPHER

That’s too bad.  



DEXTER

Sure is.  Hey, when are we going to start shootin?  



CHRISTOPHER

Tomorrow.  You still have your schedule?  



DEXTER

I lost it.  That’s why I came out.  Damn.  What’s he doin here?  We better go over the schedule.  It looks like we’re having a party.  


CHRISTOPHER

You better hide the panties.  



DEXTER
They’re not mine.  



CHRISTOPHER

Not mine.  



LEWELLYN

Not mine.  



DEXTER

I’m talking about business.  (kicking trash out of sight)  Help me hide it.  Jesus.  The camera angles.  (spilling wine on himself.)  Damn.  All I’m saying is they have to move my machine.    


LEWELLYN

You’re in trouble.  


DEXTER

Skip don’t scare me!  I’m talking about shootin tomorrow.  

(SKIP LANDON enters.)



SKIP

Hello, Chris.  (nods at Lewellyn)  Briscoe.  Getting a few acting lessons?  



DEXTER

Don’t need any.  



SKIP
Oh.  You’re a star already, huh?  


DEXTER

That’s right.



SKIP


(to Christopher) 
I thought this wasn’t going to interfere with his work.



DEXTER

I was just discussing a few things about shootin the movie.



SKIP

Nearly seven.  How are you goin to explain to the foreman you’re late?  



DEXTER 

We’re shootin tomorrow and I was just explainin—



SKIP

You’re not supposed to explain, Briscoe.  You’re supposed to get to work on time.  



DEXTER

Look!  I’m tryin to tell him it’s hard to get a good picture of my machine from some angles.



SKIP

Chris?  



CHRISTOPHER
He was.



DEXTER

See.


SKIP 

Which side of his face are you going to shoot?   



DEXTER

The good side.  



SKIP

And which side is that?  


DEXTER

The one you wouldn’t dare to take a swing at.  



SKIP

You going to make it to work in three minutes?



DEXTER

At supper time there ain’t no troopers out.  



SKIP

You better start now.  



DEXTER

See ya.


(DEXTER exits.)  



SKIP

Don’t drive into the parking lot with a trooper on your tail!  I’ll write you up.

(His car roars off into the distance.)

I’ve got fifty kids brighter than him---



CHRISTOPHER

He’s right.  



SKIP

I brought you a list.



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t want your brightest.  I want someone who looks like he makes mistakes but can learn.



SKIP

You got the mistake half, but there are a lot of disappointed guys---



CHRISTOPHER 
Skip.  


(SKIP hands him a computer printout.)



SKIP

Just for your information.  Summer’s here.  A lot of them take off for fishing like Dexter.  There’s a nice Latino gal.  The wave of the future.    

(CHRISTOPHER takes the list.  To Lewellyn)

I can’t believe he rented out here with the hillbillies.  I’ve been thinking about buying this land, getting rid of the trailers and building lake properties for summer people.  


CHRISTOPHER

It’s nice here.  


SKIP

You like it here?



CHRISTOPHER

Yes.  Matter of fact.  



SKIP

You’d buy a summer place here?  



CHRISTOPHER

If I had the money.  



SKIP

I’ll keep that in mind.  (sitting next to Lewellyn)  How’re you doing Lewellyn?


LEWELLYN

Hi.



CHRISTOPHER

You know each other?



LEWELLYN

In this town who doesn’t?  


SKIP

Don’t see you at the Tavern too much anymore.  (to Christopher)  Used to be she made happy hour happy when she first came back home.  



LEWELLYN

Only problem was I had to listen to all your complaints in English.  And Spanish.  


SKIP

She tutored me awhile.  She got me started hablaing espagnol.  



LEWELLYN

Not mangling it.  



SKIP

Estoy mucho mejor ahora.  



LEWELLYN

Muy bien. 


(The sound of a jet approaching and flying overhead.)  



SKIP

Muchas gracias.  I’ve been working on it, so I don’t get screwed if they move the factory to Mexico.  


LEWELLYN

Is that what they’re saying?



SKIP

All I’m saying is I’m not getting screwed.  Okay?



LEWELLYN

Okay.  



SKIP

They’ve flown in and out of here twice this week.  



CHRISTOPHER

Who?  



SKIP

Corporate.  



LEWELLYN

Why?



SKIP

I don’t know.  Everybody’s flying South these days.  It’s the prettiest little jet you ever saw.  Red, white and blue on the outside.  Plush interior upholstery with stars and stripes.  You should ask them to fly you to New York on the weekends.  



CHRISTOPHER

That would be nice.  



LEWELLYN

I’d never see you.



CHRISTOPHER

You’d come with me.  



SKIP


(to Lewellyn)

How’s teaching?  


LEWELLYN

Fine.  How’s Patti?



SKIP

All right.   


LEWELLYN

She hasn’t called in awhile.  His wife was trying to start a nature and culture society.  Whatever happened to that?  


SKIP

The kids.  


LEWELLYN

It wasn’t the company?



SKIP

No.  Ella es una vaca y yo soy un toro.  


LEWELLYN

She is a cow and I am a bull.  



SKIP

Kids.  At the rate we’re going, we’ll never be able to move out of here.  



CHRISTOPHER

Oh.  



SKIP

Jasper’s the best little place in America to have kids, they say, but it takes up all your time.  (to Christopher)  You see anyone you overlooked?



CHRISTOPHER

I have to go with my intuition.  



SKIP

I just want this to be the best video.  The Latino gal.  



CHRISTOPHER

She’s shy about her English.  



SKIP

Times they are a-changin’.  


CHRISTOPHER

Dexter’s right.  


SKIP

All right.  (to Lewellyn)  You ever see him on TV? 



LEWELLYN

No. 


SKIP

WPIX on the cable.  He’s one good looking guy.  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m mainly a producer.  



SKIP

He did a story on the collapse of a ghetto building.  There’s a shot of a gaping hole where there was a building.  Cut to Chris.  He turns to the camera grabbing you with his eyes.  Twenty homes, sixty lives destroyed, he said.  Man!  And the one on the girl who was shot!  



CHRISTOPHER


(to Lewellyn)

I had to take a break and get out of the City.



SKIP

I told the owner of the local station that you were working with us.  He wants to use some of our factory footage to show how I’m improving safety conditions.  I’ll set up a meeting. 



CHRISTOPHER

This isn’t a news story.  



SKIP

That’s all right.  Hey, you been out to the Point, yet? 


CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  



SKIP

Patti tells me some pretty wild stories about going skinny dipping.  



CHRISTOPHER

Too bad I can’t swim.  



SKIP

Lewellyn will teach you.  She was high school champ.  Went to all state.  


LEWELLYN

Good night, Skip.


SKIP

Lewellyn.  Say hi to your Dad.  Manana, mis amigos.  


(SKIP exits.) 


LEWELLYN

My father went on the night shift so he didn’t have to work for him.  



CHRISTOPHER
I can understand.  Let’s put him and Dexter and everything else out of our minds.  So we can appreciate nature. 



LEWELLYN

That’s exactly what I’d like to do.  



CHRISTOPHER

It’s good to see you.  



LEWELLYN

You, too.



CHRISTOPHER

You have a good day?  



LEWELLYN

Kids were a little crazy.  I’m getting them ready for a discovery hike.  They think they know everything about nature because they grew up here.  I want to show them how things are changing in the water and woods.  They just want to go hunting and fishing like their parents before them, but the pollution is changing things.  


CHRISTOPHER

Do you take them to the Point?  



LEWELLYN

No.  They’ll discover that on their own.  



CHRISTOPHER

Is it good for swimming?  



LEWELLYN

Yes.  


CHRISTOPHER

Everybody knows a lot about everybody here, don’t they?  



LEWELLYN

Yes.  It’s a little close-knit.  


(LEWELLYN swats a mosquito on CHRISTOPHER’s arm.)



LEWELLYN

Mosquitoes.  You should get a mosquito zapper.



CHRISTOPHER

What’s that?  



LEWELLYN

It looks like a lantern and it attracts mosquitoes and zaps them.  


(She flicks the mosquito off him.)



CHRISTOPHER

Thanks.  



LEWELLYN

There are a lot of them out tonight.  



CHRISTOPHER

We could go in.  I have a steak, which I can’t cook on the grill yet, because I can’t face cleaning it.  I have a lot of green things for a salad.  Did you eat?  



LEWELLYN

No.  



CHRISTOPHER

Come on.  Unless you’re afraid people will see us and gossip.  


(She looks around and moves closer to him and kisses him.)  



CHRISTOPHER

Wo.  You better watch out.  I’m a big city slicker dude.  



LEWELLYN

Oh, yeah?  



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  



LEWELLYN

You’re in the country now.  


(She kisses him again and they exit.  Black.) 
Act I, scene 2

(Video: shots from safety training tapes.  Fade to black.  Two weeks later.  Night.  The lights are out in the trailer.  And the full moon is behind the clouds.  A car approaches, turns into the drive.  DEXTER enters followed by MAGGIE.)



DEXTER

Come on, now.  



MAGGIE

No one’s home.



DEXTER

How do you know?



MAGGIE

Cause Lewellyn’s car is in the driveway and the lights aren’t on.



DEXTER

So.  Don’t mean they aren’t inside.



MAGGIE

Don’t mean they are.



DEXTER

I know for a fact he rented his car from Lewellyn’s uncle and her uncle’d rent a piece of junk to his grandma.  Probably broke down.  


(DEXTER goes to the door and looks in.)



MAGGIE

Don’t you dare.  



DEXTER

Can’t see nothin.



MAGGIE

Maybe they want to be alone.



DEXTER

It’s Friday night.  There things to do, beers to drink.  She was askin about you Maggie two weeks ago.  She was wonderin about you.



MAGGIE

What about?



DEXTER

Whether we was still seein each other.



MAGGIE

What’d you tell her?  



DEXTER

Now and then.



MAGGIE

Sure.  



DEXTER

It’s the truth.  



MAGGIE

Whenever you’re feeling horny.



DEXTER

That’s every now and then. 



MAGGIE

And every second in between.



DEXTER

So at least you ain’t sittin home waitin for me to call.



MAGGIE

That’s true.  I sure am not waitin and I sure don’t feel like sittin here.



DEXTER

Have a beer.  Relax yourself.



MAGGIE

No thanks.  



DEXTER

I bought what you like.



MAGGIE

I stopped drinkin.



DEXTER

What?



MAGGIE

You still drinkin as heavy as last time?  



DEXTER

Damn.  Christopher!  Lewellyn!


MAGGIE

You stop---



DEXTER

It’s my night off.  And I can be havin fun.  That new minister with that fancy signboard out front of the church.  He can’t just call his sermons normal things like “Jesus Loves You.”  He’s got to name them things like “Kin, Sin and Givin In”.  What does that mean?  


MAGGIE

Why don’t you come and see?



DEXTER

Why would I want to?  I got kin, I know sin.  And I don’t mind givin in to it even though my kin thinks it’s sin.  Why you go to church so much?


MAGGIE

I don’t want to be stayin home on my day off and listenin to my parents pick a fight with my brother and sisters about drugs when my Dad’s takin more painkillers than them.  I’m the only one workin and they all come to my job expectin to get a free happy meal.  At least in church I don’t have to take orders for French fries and no one’s arguin with everythin I say.  



DEXTER

Everythin’s messed up in this town.  You’re the prettiest farm girl I ever knew.  


MAGGIE

Yeah.  



DEXTER

You are.



MAGGIE

If we got back the farm instead of selling it away for summer houses, I’d go first thing and live there.  



DEXTER

Shovelin shit. 



MAGGIE

Not much different from what I’m doin now, if you ask me.  

(He moves closer to her.  She moves away.)

If they’re in there wantin to be alone, we should leave em be.  They ain’t doin what’s right and I don’t think they ought to be, but nor should you be followin her around.  



DEXTER

That’s what you think?  



MAGGIE

Yeah.  I do.



DEXTER

I came out here because she was askin about you and I want you to meet this Christopher cause you was sayin you don’t believe I am in his video.  



MAGGIE

You said a movie.



DEXTER

A video is a movie in case you didn’t know.  


MAGGIE

You said a movie.  



DEXTER

All right.  A video.  A safety training tape to be exact.  And I want you to hear from him the fact that he thinks I should go to college.  He’s telling me to go up to the community college. 



MAGGIE

You were hardly smart enough to get out of high school.  



DEXTER

See that.  There you go.  


(He places a beer in front of her.)

Tearin things down.  That’s what Christopher says about people in Jasper.  Everybody’s always tearin everybody down.



MAGGIE

I was talkin about you.



DEXTER

Well, what do you expect me to say back to you?  Somethin to tear you down?  I’m not goin to do that because every time I tear somethin down in you, I’m tearin something down in me.  



MAGGIE

What are you drinkin for?



DEXTER

What do you mean?  



MAGGIE

It’s tearin you down in ways you can’t see.



DEXTER

At this rate Maggie, it’s building me up.



MAGGIE

It’s not doin you any good to see her.



DEXTER

Did you hear what I said?


MAGGIE

You know what I’m sayin to you.  And you ain’t listenin.  Your mother told you.



DEXTER

And you’re soundin just like her.  And she is dead and I don’t want to listen to her anymore.  



MAGGIE

Why you stop seein me after she came back?  



DEXTER

It didn’t have nothin to do with you.



MAGGIE

It did with her.



DEXTER

That’s a lot of bull.  



MAGGIE

You’d marry her and start a family.



DEXTER

You don’t know what you’re talking about.



MAGGIE

She’s a teacher like your Mom and your Mom left you the house.    



DEXTER

You’re so full of it.  



MAGGIE

You can’t lie to me.  I know what she’s doin and she’s been nothin but evil to you.  It’s cause of her you drink and do stupid things and I’m the one that ends up getting the pain because she won’t have you.



DEXTER

She wanted to see you.  She was askin. I figured she was lonely.  None a the girls she was friends with in high school live here anymore.  



MAGGIE

We weren’t friends neither.  She’s too stuck up.



DEXTER

If you got to know her.  



MAGGIE

Then why don’t she call me up.  It’s not like my number’s not in the book.  What difference does it make if she’s lonely.  She isn’t the only one.  



DEXTER

You want to do somethin tonight?  



MAGGIE

I thought we were goin to do somethin together.  



DEXTER

Why don’t you have one?  We’ll row out to the point.



MAGGIE

And do what?  


DEXTER

Do I have to explain everythin?


MAGGIE

It does nothing for me, Dexter.



DEXTER

Well, thanks a whole hell of a lot.



MAGGIE

Well, sometimes it just don’t.  Thinkin how you call me up after she said no.  And then when you’re lyin on top me all I can think is inside you’re wishin I was her.  I don’t want that no more.  Every time you do it to me, I go to church and pray to Jesus that some day you’ll stop and realize what you’re doin to me.  



DEXTER

I’d never do it in a church.  



MAGGIE

When’s the last time you were in a church?  Longer back than you can remember prob’ly.



DEXTER

Jesus, Maggie.



MAGGIE

You shouldn’t talk about Him unless you know the feelins that drive people to Him.  You can’t erase what you done.  But some day I want to be purified of this sin.  Some day, Good Lord, washed clean.  


(He stares at her a moment, then slips his beer back.)


DEXTER

Things ain’t that bad.  Really they ain’t.



MAGGIE

How do you know?  


DEXTER

You got a job at McDonald’s.



MAGGIE

And I’m goin nowhere.  And that’s the only place I’ve ever been.  


DEXTER

It’s a job.  



MAGGIE
That’s all.  When they opened up, it was the cleanest nicest best place to be.  Red and yellow signs with golden rainbows when people was losin their farms and endin up with nothin.  McDonald’s was warm and there was food and people was always comin in happy to be there.  Even on the rainiest days.  But after awhile when it’s not high school no more, the people comin in are just people passin through off the interstate.  And the grease is always in your hair and the quarter pounders add up to a million pounds of beef and they feel so heavy every time you have to lift and wrap them.  I don’t wanna do that for the rest of my life.  No more than I wanna live at home.  I want somethin in my life.  


DEXTER

But church?



MAGGIE

At least there people there talkin about somethin being bigger in life than quarter pounders.  And there men there, too.  



DEXTER

What kind of men?



MAGGIE

You don’t find em in bars.



DEXTER

Jesus.  



MAGGIE

And Jesus, too.  He don’t argue.  He don’t ask you to do things that hurt you.   



DEXTER

I’m takin you home! 



MAGGIE

Why?



DEXTER

Because I don’t like it!  If you’re goin to be high mighty and make judgments about me.



MAGGIE

But I’m not sayin.  



DEXTER

You’re thinkin it.  And before you know it you’ll be tryin to make me think it.  



MAGGIE

No.  I won’t!  I’m sayin what I’m feelin, Dex.  That’s all.  I’m just tellin you how I feel.   



DEXTER

Well, I don’t want to hear how you’re feelin.  I’m takin you home.  


MAGGIE

I promise!



DEXTER

Bull!



MAGGIE

I’m just tellin you I’m lonely sometimes.



DEXTER

I know that and I know what it’s like.  But I don’t want to hear Jesus this and Jesus that.  I don’t need no third party gettin in between us.  



MAGGIE

What’s Lewellyn?


(He pulls her up.)



DEXTER

Don’t start on that.  It ain’t true.  You know it ain’t.  Say it ain’t!



MAGGIE

But, Dex.



DEXTER

All right.  Home you go.  



MAGGIE

No!  I won’t say nothin more.  Dexter.  I’ll be quiet.  You asked me out.  


DEXTER

On two conditions.  I’m putting two conditions on it.  



MAGGIE

I won’t say no more.  



DEXTER

All right.  


(He lets her go.)

Here.  


(He hands her a beer.)

Here.  


(She takes it.)


MAGGIE

I can’t get my finger under this thing.



DEXTER

You just push.  Am I always goin to be doin it for you? 


(He takes it from her and moves closer to her.)

I don’t know about you sometimes.  



MAGGIE

I don’t wanna think those other thoughts about Him or her.  I just want you to like me like I do you.  



DEXTER

I like you.  We always had good times together.



MAGGIE

Yeah, we have.  Sometimes I think I would go and do somethin crazy without them.



DEXTER

Don’t do that.  



MAGGIE

I’m scared sometimes.  If you did kill yourself--


DEXTER

Don’t talk about that.  I told you not to say nothin about that never to nobody.  Not even me.


MAGGIE

If you did try again,--  



DEXTER

If you’re worried, give me a call.


MAGGIE

I can’t be callin you.  My mother’d shoot me for chasin after you.  



DEXTER

I’ll talk to her.



MAGGIE

You do that and my father’d shoot you.



DEXTER

Ain’t he ever goin to cool down?



MAGGIE

No.  Not unless….  



DEXTER

If I’m thinking about it, I’ll call you, so we can go together.  


MAGGIE

It’s a sin.


DEXTER

The play in high school weren’t a sin.  Romeo and Juliet did it.  

(He hands her the beer.)



MAGGIE

Just don’t.  


DEXTER

I’ll call you if I do.  You always said you’d go with me whatever I do.  


MAGGIE

I will.


(Pause.)



DEXTER

Drink some.  


(She does.)

Wanna go over to my place?  



MAGGIE

What if I don’t want to do it?



DEXTER

What do you mean?



MAGGIE

You know what.  



DEXTER

I didn’t say nothin about that.  I think it’s you that’s horny.



MAGGIE

I’m not.  



DEXTER

You’re gonna get that way you keep thinkin about it.  You drink some more of that before it gets warm.  Come on.  


(MAGGIE drinks long and puts it down.  She starts off away from the cars and into the woods.)

You gotta finish it. A possum’ll drink it and go out on the highway and get hit.    

(He follows her.  Lights to black.) 
Act I, scene 3

(Video: shots of LEWELLYN teaching CHRISTOPHER how to get into the water, then fade to black.  Skinny Dipper Point.  Later the same night under the full moon rising.  There is the sound of someone frantically struggling in the water and then more splashing.  In bathing suits, CHRISTOPHER helped on by LEWELLYN, enter.  He is coughing water out of his lungs.)  



LEWELLYN

Are you alright?  Are you? 



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t know.  



LEWELLYN

Lie down. 



CHRISTOPHER

I could have drowned!



LEWELLYN

I’m sorry.  Lie down.



CHRISTOPHER

Don’t ever do that again!  



LEWELLYN

All you needed to do was put your feet down.



CHRISTOPHER

My feet!?  I didn’t know where the bottom was.  Didn’t you hear me shouting?



LEWELLYN

Yes.  I swam as fast as I could.



CHRISTOPHER

It was so dark.



LEWELLYN

It’s all right.  You’re going to live.  



CHRISTOPHER

Not because you were there.  You disappeared!  For all I knew you drowned.  



LEWELLYN

I can swim.



CHRISTOPHER

You come to the City and I’ll take you walking in Times Square at night and I’ll disappear.  See how you like that.  



LEWELLYN

You’re just learning.



CHRISTOPHER

I’ll leave you in a crowd and all the strangers will be staring at you in the dark like the fish were staring at me.    

(He coughs.)



LEWELLYN

You’re all right.  



CHRISTOPHER

You can say that because you can swim.    



LEWELLYN

In high school, I got lost on a class trip to Phantom of the Opera.  I was scared.  



CHRISTOPHER

See?  



LEWELLYN

But I was fine.  I survived.  The police found me and brought me an ice cream float.  


CHRISTOPHER

I can’t float!


LEWELLYN

You had two weeks to practice.  


CHRISTOPHER

All right.  I’ll give you two weeks to practice.  You come to New York and stay with me and I’ll leave you in Times Square at night when there’s a power outage.  (No response.)  That’s an invitation.



LEWELLYN

Are you feeling better? 



CHRISTOPHER

Yes.  



LEWELLYN

I’m sorry.  I got too far away.  



CHRISTOPHER

Okay.  

(Pause.)

So?  Will you come and stay with me?


LEWELLYN

I don’t know.  



CHRISTOPHER

School’s almost out.  



LEWELLYN

I was thinking of going on a camping trip.  



CHRISTOPHER

With who?



LEWELLYN

Myself.  



CHRISTOPHER

Right.  Why are you mad at me?


LEWELLYN

You didn’t call me last night.



CHRISTOPHER

Oh.  


(She starts to dress.)  


LEWELLYN

I went over to my parents because I didn’t want to lie around waiting for the phone to ring.  



CHRISTOPHER

I had to work.  


LEWELLYN

You said you’d call.



CHRISTOPHER

I got wrapped up in my editing.  



LEWELLYN

Well, I wanted to float in the middle of the lake, apart from you, to get all the worries of being left out of my mind.



CHRISTOPHER

You did?


LEWELLYN

Yes, I did.



CHRISTOPHER

I was terrified!



LEWELLYN

I was too.  I thought you left me.  



CHRISTOPHER

Why would I do that?



LEWELLYN

I don’t know.  Maybe you flew back to New York.



CHRISTOPHER

I wouldn’t just leave.  



LEWELLYN

How do I know?  



CHRISTOPHER

You have to trust.  That’s what you say to me.  Trust me.  You can float.  Why would I just leave?  


LEWELLYN
You’re not going to be here that long.



CHRISTOPHER

It’s only four hours to the City.  I’ll call you every night.  Okay?  



LEWELLYN

Okay.  


CHRISTOPHER

I should have called.  I said I would.



LEWELLYN

My parents had all these questions.  Who am I seeing?  Why don’t you go out with so and so?  When am I going to settle down?  



CHRISTOPHER

That’s what you get for coming home.  


(Pause.)



LEWELLYN

Do you want to meet them?



CHRISTOPHER

I thought I was your cover as an out of town friend.  


LEWELLYN

It can’t go on forever.



CHRISTOPHER

It’s hardly forever.  



LEWELLYN

They know I’m not sleeping at my apartment.  



CHRISTOPHER

You’re a grown woman.  



LEWELLYN

They get concerned.  



CHRISTOPHER

About me?



LEWELLYN

No.  Me.  



CHRISTOPHER

You were a wild teenager, weren’t you?  



LEWELLYN

I had my moments.   



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah?  



LEWELLYN

I calmed down.  



CHRISTOPHER

Not our first night.  



LEWELLYN

You are crazy.



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  For you.  


(He kisses her.  After a moment, she pulls away.)



LEWELLYN

It’s getting chilly.



CHRISTOPHER

I brought blankets.   The moon is full.   We’ve been here every night for a week.    



LEWELLYN

I just don’t want to.  Here. 



CHRISTOPHER

All right.  



LEWELLYN

I’m sorry.



CHRISTOPHER

What I like about the City is there’s no hometown there.  


LEWELLYN

You grew up in the City?


CHRISTOPHER

I grew up different places.  When my parents divorced, they kept moving.  Flying into a new town, I learned to think I better not meet anyone because I’m not staying.  



LEWELLYN

Why?



CHRISTOPHER

They weren’t.  I didn’t want to have a hometown when I didn’t have a home.  


LEWELLYN

Do you wish we didn’t meet?  



CHRISTOPHER

No.  It’s different.  They never lived here.   It must be strange having so many memories in a place.  This was the high school hang out where everybody came to get drunk out of their minds and go off in the woods at night.  Right?  



LEWELLYN

Sort of.  



CHRISTOPHER

Something happened at Skinny Dipper Point.  And I’m thinking there is a great white shark in the Lake that is waiting for me, which I wish you’d tell me about.  Is it about Dexter?  


LEWELLYN

Yes.  



CHRISTOPHER

What?  



LEWELLYN

There was a bonfire party after the prom.     



CHRISTOPHER

Go on.     



LEWELLYN

I was going away to college and he got a job at the factory.  He was my best friend since fifth grade.  We went into the woods to the Cave.  And….


CHRISTOPHER

So this is sacred ground?


LEWELLYN

No.  His team mates….  He had them paint “Dexter Loves Lewellyn” on the Rock.  You could see it from across the lake!  I didn’t talk to him for almost four years.  I’m crazy to tell you all this, but it’s why I don’t like it here.  



CHRISTOPHER

You’re shivering.  Do you want to go?  



LEWELLYN

No.   It’s all right.



CHRISTOPHER

I understand.    



LEWELLYN

Do you?



CHRISTOPHER

Yes.  Hey, I do.   


(She goes to him.)



LEWELLYN

Thank you.



CHRISTOPHER

I thought you came home for him.



LEWELLYN

No.  My Dad had a heart attack.  And then a teaching job came up here and Dexter’s mom had always told the school they should hire me.  


CHRISTOPHER

Is your Dad the man Dexter hangs out with at lunch?



LEWELLYN

Probably.  They get along really well.  


CHRISTOPHER

Dexter didn’t want to introduce us.



LEWELLYN

My Dad thinks we should get back together.  He helped my parents a lot before I came back home even before he was in the hospital.  


CHRISTOPHER

I hate this place, too.      



LEWELLYN

It’s good for learning how to swim.  It’s shallow near shore.  I used to be so daring.  At thirteen, I swam across the Lake.



CHRISTOPHER

You did? 



LEWELLYN

All by myself.  I went away to college and moved to Boston, spent a semester in Florence, but when my parents started talking about selling their house and moving to California to live with my aunt because of the hospital bills, I came home.  I was mad at myself, when you didn’t call.  Not you.  Sometimes I can’t help it.  



CHRISTOPHER

I understand. 



LEWELLYN

I’m glad you do.  



CHRISTOPHER

When I visited my Dad in Idaho, and I was lonely for my mother who lived somewhere else, he’d take me outside under the stars and the moon and we’d lie in a field.  He told me whatever happened to us in the past didn’t matter.   You can travel to any star you want and be what you want to be where you want to be.  Your home is any place you imagine it to be.  See that one?  



LEWELLYN

Which one?



CHRISTOPHER

There.  



LEWELLYN

Yes. 



CHRISTOPHER

Let’s go there.  


(He lies down.)   

Because circling that star, there’s a planet with a lake and there are two people floating on that lake that is deeper and more serene than anyone has ever experienced anywhere and I am thinking those two people are us.  


(She lies beside him.)



LEWELLYN

Yes.  And he wants to learn how to swim. 



CHRISTOPHER

Yes.  And he is learning.  Just floating there.  



LEWELLYN

And is the water too deep for him?  



CHRISTOPHER

No.  The water’s fine.  And is she floating?  



LEWELLYN

Yes.  Along with him.  


CHRISTOPHER

Fearing nothing?     



LEWELLYN

Yes.  



CHRISTOPHER

No matter what happens.  



LEWELLYN

Yes.

(The sound of a loon calling in the distance.)



LEWELLYN

Do you know they’re talking to each other?  



CHRISTOPHER

What are they saying?  



LEWELLYN

I’m here.  Where are you? 



CHRISTOPHER

I’m here.  



LEWELLYN

How did you know?  



CHRISTOPHER

That’s what they say?  



LEWELLYN

Yes.  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m here.  Where are you?  



LEWELLYN

I’m here.  


(They move closer together.  MAGGIE enters another part of the woods near the trailer.  DEXTER follows.)


DEXTER

Maggie.  You alright?  



MAGGIE

Thin so.  



DEXTER

You goin to be sick?  Watch it.  Hey now.  What’s gotten into you?  One minute it’s Jesus this, Jesus that.  Then you drink four cans straight.  I’m not carryin you home.  Your Dad’ll tell me to keep right on goin to my house and never bring you back.  


MAGGIE

Tha’s all right. 



DEXTER

Are you all right?



MAGGIE

Yeah. 



DEXTER

Come on, Maggie, sit up.  Are you hearin me?



MAGGIE 

Yeah.  Moon’s full.  


DEXTER

What are you doin?  


MAGGIE

I’m takin off my clothes.  What do you think?


DEXTER

You wanna go swimmin?  


MAGGIE

No swimming. 



DEXTER

I’m not sayin we have to.   


(He puts an arm around her.)

You protected?  Couple of months ago you said you stopped with the pills.  Are you?  What are you usin now?  Maggie?


MAGGIE

Is alright.



DEXTER

Are you just sayin that?  



MAGGIE

No.  



DEXTER

McDonald’s ain’t gonna pay for no abortion, you know. 



MAGGIE

I’m not havin no ‘bortion.  


(She lies down.)

Jesus loves me and so do you. 


(He lies down beside her.)


DEXTER

Possum.  You’re actin like a possum.  I don’t want you hurt.    



MAGGIE

No matter if you love her, if you love me, too.



DEXTER

You sure?



MAGGIE

Sure.  


(As the couples lie with each other in the woods, the lights dim to black.)

Act II, scene 1

(Video: shots of abandoned stores downtown, then fade to black.  Two weeks later at the trailer.  Afternoon.  CHRISTOPHER is trying to chop wood, which he’s never done before.  LEWELLYN wearing an apron enters from the trailer with pieces of the grill.  She scrapes charcoal off.)



CHRISTOPHER
What are you doing?



LEWELLYN

I couldn’t stand it anymore.



CHRISTOPHER

What difference does it make?  



LEWELLYN

I want to grill and I’m not using it like this.



CHRISTOPHER

The lease runs out in a week.  We could eat at your place.



LEWELLYN

Oh, sure.  Then my Dad would find out you’re sleeping in his mother’s canopy bed.  I’d never hear the end of it.  I’m getting to like it out here.  My hillbilly boyfriend chopping wood for winter.  You should buy some of this land.  



CHRISTOPHER

If I had the money.  I never should have told the landlord I’d replace his firewood.  


LEWELLYN

Buy a cord of it at the hardware store.  



CHRISTOPHER

He wanted this chopped.  


LEWELLYN

Ask Dexter.  



CHRISTOPHER

I can do it.  I’m getting the hang of it.  


(He swings, misses.) 



LEWELLYN

I could help you build a nice log cabin.  I found plans for one when I was looking for plans for the Nature Center.  


CHRISTOPHER

I’m not staying in Jasper, Lewellyn.    


LEWELLYN

I thought you were thinking about it. 



CHRISTOPHER

With the video edited, there’s not much to do except chop wood.   Have you thought about moving to the City?  



LEWELLYN

After my review, if the budget passes.  I think I’m making a real difference.  After the discovery hike, my kids were so excited, their parents volunteered to help me build a Nature Center.  I might be able to get funding.  



CHRISTOPHER

That’s great.



LEWELLYN

It is.



CHRISTOPHER

It is great.



LEWELLYN

How can I just leave that?  I have one of the best paid jobs in town.  



CHRISTOPHER

It’s hard to appreciate nature if you don’t have money.



LEWELLYN

You don’t have to have one or the other.



CHRISTOPHER

Maybe I could get a job producing for the National Geographic.



LEWELLYN

I don’t know why you can’t consider moving.  


(LEWELLYN gets up to go into the trailer.)


CHRISTOPHER

Where are you going?  


LEWELLYN

Inside.  



CHRISTOPHER

You’re upset?



LEWELLYN

I am.  It’s supposed to be our night and he’s here.  


CHRISTOPHER

I didn’t tell him to come out.  


(LEWELLYN exits.  SKIP, in a jogging outfit, enters running.)



SKIP


(grinning, holding up videotape)

Finished it.  Blew me away.  Alright I’m not in it and my name is a little small at the end.  But Jeez.  Dexter Briscoe.  



CHRISTOPHER

He did all right.  



SKIP

All right?!  How did you get that boy, who screws up more than his father ever did, to be as smooth as De Niro?  



CHRISTOPHER

Trust your director.



SKIP

I do.  I do.  Never knew he had it in him.  


CHRISTOPHER

So.  



SKIP

So.  You’re going down to corporate headquarters in New York.



CHRISTOPHER

In a couple of days.  



SKIP

They don’t know me from Adam down there, but that little title at the end: Executive Producer – Skip Landon, is going to stick in their brains, because I’m writing a memo.  To: Top Brass.  From: Skip.  In it, I’ll lay out my plans for doing more productions here,  Middle-of-Nowhere, USA.  And this is the approach I’m taking.  The average kid at the plant watches eight hours of TV a day.  And I’m not blaming them.  What else is there to look at?  Look.  What do you see?



CHRISTOPHER

A tree.  



SKIP

Right.  What’s that?  



CHRISTOPHER

Another tree.



SKIP

See my point.  Nothing to look at.  Now, under those conditions you fill their brains with safety training tapes.  You put them on the local TV channel, you get a radio station for a rock and roll tie-in, and before you know it, there are going to be less accidents, less time lost, less overall stupidity.  That, my friend, will be the first time ever in the history of this plant and the whole company that stupid mistakes will be wiped out.  


CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  



SKIP

Now.  How much time have I spent so you had anything you needed?  



CHRISTOPHER

A lot.  



SKIP

Was there anyone who spent the amount of time, personal time, to make things happen, as me?



CHRISTOPHER

No.


SKIP

But here I sit.  On a plateau.  For three years.  Careerwise.  On a flat plateau.  



CHRISTOPHER

Going nowhere. 



SKIP

And they’ve taken the presentation of this video in New York away from me.



CHRISTOPHER

I’m sorry.



SKIP

They don’t have a concept of the amount of time – personal time, caring time – that goes into these things. 



CHRISTOPHER

That’s true.



SKIP

And one of us should be patted on the back for it.  Congratulations.  


(He pats him on the back.)



CHRISTOPHER

Thanks.  Thanks. 


SKIP

You know I was thinking there’s a lot of blank space at the beginning.  Am I right?  



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  



SKIP

They’ll do anything you want.



CHRISTOPHER

Well….


SKIP

And there is a blank space sitting, asking to be used.



CHRISTOPHER

Usually---



SKIP

There is nothing usual about this tape!  You’re a genius!


CHRISTOPHER

Well, thanks, but wait.  What are you asking?



SKIP

If I could say a few words at the beginning, welcoming them to the plant.



CHRISTOPHER

Well.



SKIP

Name across my chest.



CHRISTOPHER

Okay.



SKIP

The whole factory in the backdrop.



CHRISTOPHER

I see.


SKIP

The whole range of mountains behind the factory.  The sun glistening in the sky.



CHRISTOPHER

You wanna be a star!



SKIP

Oh, jeez, that’s not what I’m looking for.   



CHRISTOPHER

We’ll shoot it tomorrow.



SKIP

Yeah?  Really?



CHRISTOPHER

Really.  Before I leave.  


SKIP

Thank you.  Thank you.  Oh, buddy, you have made my day.  Now.  Here’s a little something I wrote.  

(SKIP hands CHRISTOPHER a legal pad.  He flips through the many pages of writing.)

It’s just a few words.  You could touch it up a little.  I’ll let you get back to work.  I like your new car.  


CHRISTOPHER

It’s not mine.  



SKIP 

It’s nice.



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.



SKIP

Someone from the plant?



CHRISTOPHER

No.



SKIP

Local girl?



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.



SKIP

Lewellyn.



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  


SKIP


(moving closer)

Don’t get tied down.  


CHRISTOPHER

Skip.



SKIP

She’s a real nice girl, but these local girls get a hold on you.  When they transferred me here I entered the valley of milk and honey.  Mountains on this side.  Mountains on that.  I found myself nestled in a wonderful cleavage of happiness and marriage and kids.  And then she never wants to leave.  It’s happening to Dexter.  



CHRISTOPHER

Skip. 


SKIP

He’s got himself in trouble.



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t want to hear—



SKIP

All I’m saying—



CHRISTOPHER

Why are you always making trouble for him?  He’s a good guy.  


SKIP

All right.  His father tried to leave by going to Vietnam. 



CHRISTOPHER

Skip.



SKIP

And then he comes back. 



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t need to know this.



SKIP

Everyone knows.  He drank himself to death in a trailer down the road.  



CHRISTOPHER

What does that have to do with—



SKIP

Like father like son.  


CHRISTOPHER

Cut it out!



SKIP

Okay.  He did a good job for us.  We’re finished with him.  


CHRISTOPHER

He’s got talent as a cameraman.  


SKIP 

His talent is for trouble.  Ever since he started the video, he’s been late for work and now when we do more videos, he’s going to ask—



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t want to hear it.



SKIP

All right.  Muchas gracias.  See you manana as they say in Mehico.  

(SKIP exits.  LEWELLYN comes to the door of the trailer.  CHRISTOPHER reads.)



LEWELLYN

Why didn’t you just tell him to go?  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m trying to get this project wrapped up.  



LEWELLYN

And I’m stuck inside.  



CHRISTOPHER


(looking at the pages)

Sorry.  Three pages for a ten second intro.  He’s impossible.  



LEWELLYN

He’s stupid.   He’s been here long enough to know the difference between a maple tree and an oak.  


(She finds a maple leaf.)

Maple leaves have jagged edges, are widest at the bottom and almost always symmetrical.  Oak leaves are widest at the top and generally asymmetrical.   



CHRISTOPHER

Okay.



LEWELLYN

I don’t know why he came to Jasper if he doesn’t like it. There are a lot of people who would like to have his job.  My father’s been working twenty years at the factory and would make a much better manager than he is.  At least he’d respect the workers.  



CHRISTOPHER

You want to watch the tape?   Dexter’s phenomenal.  He told me you made videos in high school with him.  I can see why you fell for him.   


LEWELLYN

Chris.      



CHRISTOPHER

I need to see how much room I have at the beginning to see if I can add Skip in.  



LEWELLYN

Why?  



CHRISTOPHER

He asked me to.  We’ll eat at the country club.  Skip said I could go anytime under his membership.  


LEWELLYN

I bought some fresh-picked corn for dinner.  I wanted to cook for us.



CHRISTOPHER

We’ll eat out.



LEWELLYN

I haven’t got a dress.  



CHRISTOPHER

You left one here I thought.



LEWELLYN

I’ve worn it. 



CHRISTOPHER

The stove isn’t worth fighting.



LEWELLYN

That’s why I’m cleaning the grill.   



CHRISTOPHER

You start cooking here and this will be a home. 


(He goes inside.)



LEWELLYN

I’m sleeping here.  



CHRISTOPHER

What?



LEWELLYN

I want to talk with you.  



CHRISTOPHER

About what?  



LEWELLYN

Us.  



CHRISTOPHER

There’s time over dinner.      


(He comes out with a pencil and starts editing Skip’s intro.)



LEWELLYN

I thought we were going to spend time together tonight.  



CHRISTOPHER

We were together last night and the night before. 



LEWELLYN

Looking at footage of the factory.    


CHRISTOPHER

I wanted you to see the shots for the local station.  The safety issues.


LEWELLYN

I don’t care about them.  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m showing Dexter how to shoot.  He does a fantastic job.    


LEWELLYN

Why do I care about that?  



CHRISTOPHER

All right.  What?  



LEWELLYN

I heard Skip say he wanted to make more videos at the factory.  


CHRISTOPHER

Everything is up in the air.  


LEWELLYN

That’s what he said, didn’t he?



CHRISTOPHER

I’ve put in a proposal that Skip doesn’t know about to make more tapes in the City with actors in New York.  



LEWELLYN

I thought it came out well.  


CHRISTOPHER

It’d be easier in New York with actors who can speak Spanish.  


LEWELLYN

Why didn’t you tell me?



CHRISTOPHER

It’s just a proposal.



LEWELLYN

I know but you should have told me. 



CHRISTOPHER

It doesn’t change anything, Lewellyn.  


LEWELLYN

It changes whether or not you’re staying.  That’s all.  That doesn’t mean anything to you. 


CHRISTOPHER

I’m going inside.  

(He starts to exit.)



LEWELLYN

Does it?  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m not going to discuss this now.  


LEWELLYN

I think we should.  You said you weren’t going to just leave me.



CHRISTOPHER

I’m leaving Jasper.



LEWELLYN

Yes.  And what about me?



CHRISTOPHER

You? 



LEWELLYN

Yes.  Me.  


CHRISTOPHER

And Dexter?  He is part of this too.  Isn’t he?  



LEWELLYN

No.  



CHRISTOPHER

I think he is.  Because you’re not moving to the City.  So when I go back, what are you going to do?  Start seeing him again.  I understand that.  It makes perfect sense.



LEWELLYN

Did I say I was?



CHRISTOPHER

No.  But what are we going to do?  


LEWELLYN

You can meet my parents—



CHRISTOPHER

You’re father doesn’t say hello.  



LEWELLYN

It’s not his business who I—



CHRISTOPHER

He doesn’t like me.  


LEWELLYN

My mother will talk to him.  I’ll come to the City on weekends.



CHRISTOPHER

Okay.  You’ll get there on Friday around midnight.  We’ll wake up Saturday morning and I’ll have shopping and laundry and we’ll do something because we’re in the City.  And then you’ll leave Sunday morning and we’ll both be incredibly sad and Monday through Friday I’ll go to work in rush hour and come back to my empty apartment.  And you’ll go back to the peace and quiet and comfort of your hometown where there’s…Dexter.  


LEWELLYN

You have ex-girlfriends in New York.


CHRISTOPHER

They’re my exes and our past is not every place I go.  This isn’t my home.  It’s yours.   



LEWELLYN

You can make it your home.   



CHRISTOPHER

Anyone can make the City their home, but here?  No.  That’s not possible.  Lewellyn, it’s all right if you’re happier here.  That’s your decision.  It really is.


LEWELLYN

I know that.  


CHRISTOPHER

And Dexter, I think he’s a good decent guy who…  



LEWELLYN


(overlapping)

Stop talking about him—



CHRISTOPHER

…if given half a chance—



LEWELLYN


(overlapping)

You have no right to talk like this.  You have me all figured out.  



CHRISTOPHER

I think I do.     


LEWELLYN

Well, you don’t.  



CHRISTOPHER

Okay, maybe I don’t, but I have me figured out.  I’m always the stranger-in-town and I’ve learned how to read people like you do trees.  Skip wanted to include me in his corporate plans.  Dexter wanted me to leave as soon as I could.  And you wanted me to stay because you feel you don’t really know how to make this your home.  From the very beginning, I told you I’m leaving Jasper.  I’m going back to my apartment in the City, when I finish this job because I can’t make a living here and you said: you want to stay here no matter what.  That is all I know and it scares me, but that is our life.  My life and your life.  We can talk about it later, when she leaves.  


LEWELLYN

Oh, God.  What is she doing here?  



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t know.  What?



LEWELLYN

I told her I’d buy raffle tickets.  



CHRISTOPHER

Raffle tickets?  



LEWELLYN

For her church.



CHRISTOPHER

I’ve got to work.  

(He starts to go to the trailer.)  
Just to let you know, Dexter broke up with her.  That’s what I heard at the plant.  


LEWELLYN

Who did you hear this from?    



CHRISTOPHER

She came to the factory to talk to Skip about him.  



LEWELLYN

About what?



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t know.  She was carrying a Bible.  I don’t want to know all the gossip.


LEWELLYN

Chris. 



CHRISTOPHER

In ten minutes we’re going.  Okay?  Okay?  


LEWELLYN

Yes.  


(He goes inside.  MAGGIE, quietly calming herself by humming a hymn, enters.  She has a Bible under her arm.)



LEWELLYN

Hello.  



MAGGIE

Hello.  



LEWELLYN

We were just getting ready to leave.  I’ll buy two raffle tickets.  



MAGGIE

Glad to hear that you will be helping the church.  



LEWELLYN

Glad to hear you’re involved in something other than working at McDonald’s.  You used to be so active behind the scenes in Drama Club.  


MAGGIE

The school will never forget you as Juliet and Dexter as Romeo.



LEWELLYN

People still remember that?



MAGGIE

Yes, they do.



LEWELLYN

How much are they?  



MAGGIE

Ten dollars.



LEWELLYN

Ten?  



MAGGIE

That’s the disciple’s donation that entitles you to win a homemade quilt on a Ten Commandment theme made by Mrs. Jamison.  You know four years ago she won the yellow ribbon at the State Fair.  



LEWELLYN

I didn’t know that.  Ten dollars is a lot of money.  



MAGGIE

For the one-dollar tickets you’re eligible for many home-baked items.  



LEWELLYN

I’ll take two one-dollar tickets.  


MAGGIE

Thank you.  It goes to the repair fund for the roof and the floor.  We don’t have the money the Methodists do.


LEWELLYN

I ended up not joining, after I left the church.  Did you talk to Skip Landon?    



MAGGIE

Yes, I did.  



LEWELLYN

That’s wonderful.  We’re going out to dinner in about ten minutes. We can give you a ride back to town.  I have to change. 

(LEWELLYN starts to go in.)



MAGGIE

Lewellyn, walkin gives a person time to think and I was thinkin on my way out here I’ve been feelin bad about some things I said about you.  They was said in the heat of the moment.  And when I prayed to Jesus to wash me clean, he said I should go to those who I have sinned against and ask their forgiveness.  



LEWELLYN

What did you say?  



MAGGIE

I spoke evil of you to Dexter.  I said it was you who made him drink and carry on and force me into wrongs.  But it wasn’t just you.  It was me and you.   


LEWELLYN

I haven’t made him - or you - do anything.



MAGGIE

Oh, you can’t deny that your havin nothin to do with him hasn’t made him wish that I was you.  That evil feelin in his mind has made me hate you in my heart but I can only do Jesus’ work when I’m forgiven.



LEWELLYN

I don’t have anything to do with the way he treats you.  



MAGGIE

He wants to have you for his wife ever since high school.  You never answered him leaving him in the void between Heaven and Hell.  When you went away to college, I thought he had his answer.  


LEWELLYN

I haven’t been seeing him. 


MAGGIE

You’ve kept the door open. 



LEWELLYN

We’re friends---



MAGGIE

You’re more than that.  You have come back and stayed.  You have never told him you have taken a man for your husband forever and always.



LEWELLYN

If you’ll excuse me---



MAGGIE

I had a long talk with your parents.



LEWELLYN

My parents?



MAGGIE

They invited the new minister and me into their home.



LEWELLYN

They have nothing to do with how I live.  



MAGGIE

Your own flesh and blood has nothin to do with how you live?!  Oh, Lewellyn, how you have changed!


LEWELLYN

Why don’t you mind your own business?  Maybe Dexter finally broke up with you because—



MAGGIE

Broke up with me?  



LEWELLYN


He realized he was treating you wrong.     


MAGGIE

Did he say he was breaking up with me?  


LEWELLYN

That’s what I heard.    



MAGGIE

From who?  From who?  Not from him.  Cause he would never do that.  He is not the man his Daddy was.  When the spirit becomes flesh a man does change.



LEWELLYN

I think it’s time for you to go. 


MAGGIE

This is not your home to tell me to leave.  No, it is not.  Oh, Lewellyn, you cannot claim this is your home, you deny the spirit of the home.  


LEWELLYN

Chris.


(CHRISTOPHER comes to the door.)



CHRISTOPHER

What’s going on?



LEWELLYN

Tell her to go.


CHRISTOPHER

Why?  What happened?



LEWELLYN

Ask her to leave. It’s your property!  


CHRISTOPHER

Lewellyn.



LEWELLYN

Take your tickets!  I won’t have anything to do with you or the church.  Give me my money.  Tell her to go.  


MAGGIE

You ask yourself how the spirit will ever live in our homes and in our flesh if the church’s roof is needin repair and its floors rottin.  And all its children livin unprotected by the spirit.  



CHRISTOPHER

Maggie.



LEWELLYN

Tell her to go!



MAGGIE

What will happen to all the people who was married there, if the church crumbles to the ground?  


LEWELLYN

Tell her!


(LEWELLYN exits to the trailer.)



MAGGIE

Are their sacraments goin to peel away and rot till the church is desanctified?  Your parents’ marriage be unsanctified?  The gravestone of Dexter’s mom be abandoned?  Is the spirit of love ever goin to find a place in your heart?  


CHRISTOPHER

Maggie, go.  Go on.  


MAGGIE

She knows what I’m talkin about.



CHRISTOPHER

Did you hear me? 



MAGGIE
She promised so much to this town.  We prayed with her in church as she was goin out into the world.  Daughter of a factory worker goin off to college, swimmin champion of lake country.  While some of us stayed in this valley, our spirit made from the earth.  The spirit can not be torn from us, the spirit of the Lord is fired within us.  



CHRISTOPHER 

Go on, Maggie. 


(LEWELLYN enters with a frying pan.)


MAGGIE

I may leave in body but the spirit---



LEWELLYN

Get out of here and don’t come back.  



CHRISTOPHER

Lewellyn.  


MAGGIE

I ask you again.  (accusingly)  Do you forgive me?  



LEWELLYN
Get out of here!

(LEWELLYN starts towards Maggie.)



CHRISTOPHER


(restraining her)

Stop!


MAGGIE

You can slight me and look down on me, Lewellyn, all you want.  You can hit me and I’ll turn the other cheek.  But I just want you to know that this baby of Dexter’s needs a better world.  



LEWELLYN

What?  


MAGGIE

Dexter’s child is conceived in the pain only Jesus knows.   And in His Name I ask you to stay away from Dexter, so he can learn to be a father and not the evil man his father was.


LEWELLYN

How do you know it’s his?



MAGGIE

Oh, I know.



CHRISTOPHER

I think you should leave, Maggie.



LEWELLYN

How do you know?  



MAGGIE

I know who I’ve been with and so does Dexter.  The minister agrees that Dexter will be saved from the awful livin Hell he suffers in, when he comes back to me.  I ask again.  Do you forgive me?  



CHRISTOPHER

Get out of here, Maggie, will you?  



MAGGIE

You can’t be above the Lord!  I’m askin you, Do you forgive me?



LEWELLYN

Never!  Get out of here. 



CHRISTOPHER

Lewellyn.



MAGGIE

God bless you.  


LEWELLYN

Goddamn you!



MAGGIE

Oh, how you have changed.  I’m goin to leave our literature when you see the need.


(MAGGIE puts a brochure on the stump.)

God bless.


(LEWELLYN starts after her.  CHRISTOPHER grabs the pan away from her and holds her.  MAGGIE turns and quietly hums a hymn.)



CHRISTOPHER

Lewellyn.



LEWELLYN

Get her out of here!


CHRISTOPHER

Don’t.



LEWELLYN

Let go of me!  What help are you!


(MAGGIE exits.  LEWELLYN pulls away from him.  She grabs the brochure and rips it to pieces.)

She drank like a fish in high school!  She didn’t know who she was sleeping with!  All someone had to do was buy her a beer! 


CHRISTOPHER

Are you finished?



LEWELLYN

Ruining Dexter’s life with a child!?



CHRISTOPHER

I can’t believe he’d do something so stupid.



LEWELLYN

He didn’t do anything.  She did!



CHRISTOPHER

He had responsibility—



LEWELLYN

He did not!  I know him!  She trapped him!  If you knew her—



CHRISTOPHER

He gets in a lot of trouble, they say—



LEWELLYN

She did it!  You don’t understand!   


CHRISTOPHER

Why are you so angry at me?  It’s not my business.



LEWELLYN

Oh, great!  You know him!    


CHRISTOPHER

It’s his personal—



LEWELLYN

He works for you.  He’s my best friend from high school.  And you say it’s none of your business?!



CHRISTOPHER

I think it’s because you lost Dexter.


LEWELLYN

What?



CHRISTOPHER

You’re mad at her because she took him away.    


LEWELLYN

I can’t believe you said that.   I can’t believe it.   

(She takes off her apron.)



CHRISTOPHER

What are you doing?



LEWELLYN

I’m going.



CHRISTOPHER

Okay.


LEWELLYN

I’m going home and I’m going to fix myself some dinner in my own apartment and I’m going to sleep in my own bed and---



CHRISTOPHER

Lewellyn.



LEWELLYN

No!



CHRISTOPHER

I’m sorry I said that.  


LEWELLYN

I tell you everything and you make all these judgements.  You’re so above it all.  



CHRISTOPHER

Why are you so upset?   



LEWELLYN

I am angry at Maggie for what she did.    


CHRISTOPHER

She wanted to make you jealous. 



LEWELLYN

Jealous!?  She is trying to pull someone - who I have known all my life - down to her level.  


CHRISTOPHER

Maybe it’s his level.



LEWELLYN

Oh, of course, you see it that way and it doesn’t matter, because you’re leaving this small town with these small minded people.


CHRISTOPHER
You can leave---


LEWELLYN

I live here!  This is my home.  



CHRISTOPHER

So live here.  Stop caring about the mess they created for themselves.  Maggie’s problem is with Dexter.  And Dexter’s business is his.  And yours is yours.  Everyone has to mind their own business.


LEWELLYN

“No one minds their own business in a small town.”  That’s it, isn’t it?  Oh, it’s a dying town, too, so everyone can mind their own business and die all alone.  Right?  And since you’re not staying, you’re so above it all.  


CHRISTOPHER

No, I….



LEWELLYN

So why should I stay with you?  Good-bye.  It’s been nice knowing you.  


CHRISTOPHER

Lewellyn.  



LEWELLYN

Let me go.


(She runs off.)



CHRISTOPHER

Okay.  If that’s the way you want it.  Okay.  I told you what I was doing.  And then you just walk out.  That’s not the way you leave someone.  Have it your way.   

(He exits to the trailer and slams the door.  The lights hit black.)

Act II, scene 2

(Video: outtakes of CHRISTOPHER trying to record a goodbye message to LEWELLYN, then fades to black.  The next day.  In the afternoon.  LEWELLYN is at Skinny Dipper Point by herself.  DEXTER enters by the trailer carrying portable video equipment.  CHRISTOPHER and SKIP follow.  LEWELLYN exits.)



DEXTER

Do you want me to set up here?



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.



SKIP

He’s not going to drop it, is he?  



CHRISTOPHER

He shot most of the exteriors.  He knows what he’s doing.  He’ll do your videotaping when I’m gone.



SKIP

I hate you’re going.   



DEXTER


(to Christopher, holding the audio recorder)

Do you want me to record this on audiotape? 



CHRISTOPHER


(taking it from him)

No.  I’ll tell you about that later.  

(He puts it on the picnic table.)  


DEXTER

We’re going to be shooting that way? 


CHRISTOPHER

Yes.   



DEXTER


(to Skip)

So the sun’s in front of you.  We’ll use Rock Point and the lake as the background.



SKIP

Skinny Dipper Point?



DEXTER

It’s the best shot. 



CHRISTOPHER

That’s right.  



SKIP

Oh, I don’t know.  Anyone swimming out there?  I don’t know if that’s such a good idea.  



CHRISTOPHER

They won’t know.



SKIP
If word got back.  



CHRISTOPHER

They’ll laugh. 



SKIP

Why not over here?  There are a lot of trees.  



CHRISTOPHER

Come on.  



SKIP

I bought the land on this side of the lake.



CHRISTOPHER

It’s the last shot.  



SKIP

If the corporate honchos see it, they might want to build. 


CHRISTOPHER

If I’m editing before catching the plane, we’ve got to do it.  


SKIP

Yeah, right.  Okay.  Okay.  They might not fly to New York.


CHRISTOPHER

What?


(SKIP takes CHRISTOPHER aside away from DEXTER.)



SKIP

They might take the jet to Mexico.  I’d be going as translator.


CHRISTOPHER

So what are we doing this for?  



SKIP

They’ll need safety tapes in Tijuana and with my espagnol and a little mariachi music, I’m their guy.  Come with us.  Have a little vacation.    



CHRISTOPHER

Right.  Let’s do it.  You got your first line?



SKIP

Yeah.  What do you want me to be looking at?



DEXTER

Into the camera.     


SKIP

Yeah.  



CHRISTOPHER

Ready to roll?  



DEXTER

Tape is rolling.  



SKIP

Wait.  Do you want me to look out at the lake and slowly turn to the camera and grab them with my eyes?



CHRISTOPHER

No.  Just look into the camera and say your introduction.  Ready to roll.  


DEXTER

Tape is rolling.



CHRISTOPHER

Action.



SKIP


(very broadly)

This is the valley where our company has the best safety record throughout all its divisions.  Hi.  I’m Skip Kramdon.  Oh!


CHRISTOPHER

All right.  Cut.  We’ll do it again.  This time I want you to relax.  


SKIP

Relax.  



CHRISTOPHER

Keep your positive energy.



SKIP

Positive.



CHRISTOPHER

Don’t try to over impress them.  



SKIP

Relax.  



CHRISTOPHER

Relax.  Roll tape.  


DEXTER

Tape is rolling.



SKIP


(slowly)

This valley is where safety is our record. 



CHRISTOPHER

Cut.



SKIP

Man!


CHRISTOPHER

Try again.  


DEXTER

(demonstrating)  
In this valley, our division of the national corporation has the best safety record.  



CHRISTOPHER

Like that.



SKIP

Yeah.  Right!


DEXTER

Tape rolling.  


CHRISTOPHER

Action.


SKIP

In this valley our division has the best safety record of the whole national corporation.  Hi.  I’m Skip Landon and I’d like to take you inside our plant.



CHRISTOPHER

Cut.  Excellent.  That’s a take.



SKIP

I mixed up the words.



CHRISTOPHER

No.  It’s great.  



DEXTER

It was great.



SKIP

He gets ten minutes.  I get ten seconds.  I want to take another shot with the trees in the background so I can show corporate honchos how beautiful it is.  



CHRISTOPHER

Skip.  


SKIP

All the summer houses will be down this side of the lake.  I’ll take the trailer away, put  up a billboard for “Lake Side Estates”.   



CHRISTOPHER

We’ve got to get to the airport.


SKIP

All right.  I’ll just put up a few No Hunting signs and it’s hasta luego, amigos.  

(He puts on his sunglasses and exits.)



CHRISTOPHER

Can you believe him? 



DEXTER

Yes, I can.  



CHRISTOPHER

I’ll take the equipment.  I don’t know when I’m going to be back.  Lewellyn might be here to get her things.   



DEXTER

I saw her car at the Point.  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m not sure I want to see her.  Give her this and tell her to play it.    

(CHRISTOPHER gives him the cassette player and goes into trailer.)



DEXTER

Aren’t you coming back?



CHRISTOPHER

I’ve got most of my stuff.  If they don’t fly to New York tonight, I’ll be back for the rest.  

(CHRISTOPHER enters with a suitcase and beer.)

Let’s drink to a star performance in the movie of the year.  



DEXTER

More like the century.  Nothin like this is gonna happen for me for that long.  


CHRISTOPHER

You should get into video production.    



DEXTER

Yeah.  It’s somethin to think about.   You’re just gonna leave her?  



CHRISTOPHER

She left me.  


DEXTER

She did?  



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  


DEXTER

I been thinkin about goin up to the community college, but I don’t know.


CHRISTOPHER

I’ve got to be honest with you.  I think the factory is closing.  Skip said they may be flying to Mexico to finish a deal.  


DEXTER

Yeah?  


CHRISTOPHER

I guess there’s been talk of it before. 



DEXTER

Every time a contract comes up.  But our contract’s good for another year.  



CHRISTOPHER

Well, if you see them fly overhead in the red, white and blue jet, you’ll know they’re flying South.   



DEXTER

Like ducks.  I’ll get my shotgun.  Bam!  Bam!  



CHRISTOPHER

What are you going to do, if they close? 



DEXTER

Somethin’ll come along.  



CHRISTOPHER

You could move to where there are jobs. 



DEXTER

New York?  



CHRISTOPHER

Doesn’t have to be the City. 



DEXTER

Don’t know people other places.  



CHRISTOPHER

You’d meet them.



DEXTER

I know people here.  



CHRISTOPHER

Nothing’s going to be left.  



DEXTER

They’re always sayin that.  I’m still here.  I know Jasper and the woods and the Lake.  My mother’s buried here.  And my Dad.  I’ll scrape by.  



CHRISTOPHER

What if you have a family?  



DEXTER

Yeah, right.  People have been livin here for 300 years.  My family’s been here a hundred.  My mom hung on even when my old man passed.  


CHRISTOPHER

He lived down the road.  



DEXTER

Yeah.  He left my Mom and he couldn’t make it on his own and came back.  He was a mean drunk.  My Mom kept me away from him.  (He takes out his wallet.)  Before he died, he gave me a picture of them on their wedding day.  She was lookin down and away.  She wouldn’t look into his eyes.  She had me inside her and she wouldn’t look at him.  He should a found a way to make her stay is what I think.  He shouldn’t a ever given up on her.  



CHRISTOPHER

I hope that doesn’t happen to you, but if you had a kid….


DEXTER

What are you gettin at?  


CHRISTOPHER

I’m just saying.  Stuff happens.  


(SKIP enters in a suit.)



SKIP

Hey, we got to go.  


CHRISTOPHER

All right.  I’m coming. 


(SKIP exits.)



DEXTER

He going to Mexico with them?



CHRISTOPHER

Probably.   



DEXTER

I’m gettin my gun for sure.  Bam!  Bam!  You know there are things you people from the City don’t understand.  People from here know where they’re from.  Where are your people from?  



CHRISTOPHER

All over the place, I guess you could say.



DEXTER

No, I mean where are you from?    


CHRISTOPHER

I’m from the City.



DEXTER

That’s no place to be from.   It’s just a man made place that people visit.  


CHRISTOPHER

I don’t know about that.



DEXTER

People end up wantin a piece of land to call their own where they can see things growin every day with their family.  City people buy summer homes because they want a place where they can build memories with their kids in the water and the woods and the hills.  In a place they know will always be there for them even when they’re dead and gone.  In the City, all you have is a job and then you die and someone else takes your job, moves into your apartment. Just another wave of people lookin for a place to be from.  And they’re never goin to find it in the City.  No one gives a damn who you are in the City.  


CHRISTOPHER

Yeah, well.  No one gives a damn what happens to people here, if things keep going the way they are.  


DEXTER

There’s always a place here.  I’ll go live in the woods with the deer, if I have to.


CHRISTOPHER

Well, good luck.  If you ever get down to the City….



DEXTER

Not likely.  


CHRISTOPHER


(getting his wallet)

Oh, and for chopping the wood.  



DEXTER

No.  No way.  Keep your money.  Won’t take long.  Good to know you.  And thanks man.  It’s been great.  Hope they don’t get too much of a laugh.



CHRISTOPHER 

You did a great job.  Help yourself to anything you want in the refrigerator.  There’s a steak and some wine if you want.   

(CHRISTOPHER exits with video equipment.  DEXTER drinks.  He plays with the button on the audio tape machine and then sits on the steps.  He decides not to listen to it and goes to chop wood.)  


DEXTER

I don’t want to be the bringer of bad news.  He said he really cares about you.  He likes country life, but he don’t get country people.  


(LEWELLYN enters from the woods.)



DEXTER

How you doin?



LEWELLYN

Fine.  How are you?



DEXTER

Not bad.



LEWELLYN

Is Chris coming back this afternoon?



DEXTER

Don’t think so.  I told him I’d finish choppin his wood.  He said to tell you he left your things inside.  He might be flyin to Mexico.  


LEWELLYN

What for?  



DEXTER

They might be movin the factory.  



LEWELLYN

Is that happening? 



DEXTER

I don’t think so.  The jet’ll fly this way if they are.  We’ll see it up there.  I told him I’d shoot it down.  


LEWELLYN

A lot of good that will do.  



DEXTER

All right.  I won’t.  



LEWELLYN

I’ll get my things.  


(She starts to go into the trailer.)



DEXTER

Never had a chance to say I’m sorry about that night when I first brought you out.  I didn’t mean to be botherin you about his not stayin.  Christopher asked me to give this cassette machine to you.


(He holds it out to her.)

I tried to tell him I didn’t want to.  He said it was alright to have some wine.  You want some?


LEWELLYN

No.  



DEXTER

They gave me a day off cause I’ve been workin on the videotape.  I been talkin to them about puttin me on the day shift.  They always told me a family man could.  They always kept me on the night shift to keep me out of trouble.  You’re not goin to listen to it?



LEWELLYN

No.  



DEXTER

Chris said you left him.  He don’t understand country people.



LEWELLYN

No, he doesn’t.  


DEXTER

Doesn’t.   He said you didn’t want to move to New York City.


LEWELLYN

I better go.  



DEXTER

I can give you a lift.  


LEWELLYN

No, thanks.



DEXTER

Lewellyn.  


LEWELLYN

It’s not the same.



DEXTER

Why not?  


LEWELLYN

It can never be.



DEXTER

You think we’re star-crossed lovers?  You came back.  We can start over.  



LEWELLYN

We can’t.  



DEXTER

Why?  



LEWELLYN

It’s been six years.  



DEXTER

What’s that compared to a lifetime?



LEWELLYN

Maggie was right.



DEXTER

About what?



LEWELLYN

I never said no to you.



DEXTER

No to what?  



LEWELLYN

We’re not getting back together.  You should talk to Maggie.  



DEXTER

About what?



LEWELLYN

It’s not for me to tell you.



DEXTER

What?


(Pause)



LEWELLYN

She’s pregnant, Dexter.  



DEXTER

She told you that?



LEWELLYN

Yes.  



DEXTER

What is she sayin things like that for?!  It’s a lie!  


LEWELLYN

I don’t think so.  



DEXTER

We broke up two weeks ago.  She can get an abortion.   



LEWELLYN

You have no right to—



DEXTER

What do you mean no right?  How do I know it’s mine?


LEWELLYN

She told me it is.  



DEXTER

How come she don’t tell me?



LEWELLYN

What do you care?  You said it’s not.  That’s what you’d tell her.  She told me to stay away from you because you—



DEXTER

I told her it’s over two weeks ago.  


LEWELLYN

She told me you hoped we’d get back together.  



DEXTER

You came back. 



LEWELLYN

It will never happen.  You’ve been seeing her since high school.



DEXTER

Not to have a kid.  


LEWELLYN

Well, now you are and you’ll stay with her.  You’ll take care of your child or I’ll never speak to you again.


DEXTER

Lewellyn!  Ever since you came back she knows it’s over.  You came back.



LEWELLYN

For my father.



DEXTER

He wants us together.



LEWELLYN

It’s not what I want.


(She turns to go.)



DEXTER

I’ll give you a ride. 



LEWELLYN

No.  



DEXTER

Don’t walk away from me.  


(He takes her arm.)



LEWELLYN


(pulling away)

You did this to yourself.  You stayed.  You wouldn’t leave.  



DEXTER

What for?



LEWELLYN

So you wouldn’t be stuck where you are now.



DEXTER

Your Dad and Mom aren’t stuck.



LEWELLYN

It’s not the same. 



DEXTER

I told you you’d be unhappy if you went away.


LEWELLYN

If I stayed, I’d be where Maggie is now.  Dexter Loves Lewellyn.  You knew I wasn’t protected and you didn’t care then.  


DEXTER

I learned by my mistake.  



LEWELLYN

Apparently not.



DEXTER

You expect me to just give up on you?  


LEWELLYN

Yes, I do.  I think it’s best if we don’t see each other again.  



DEXTER

Lewellyn. 



LEWELLYN

Are you going to leave your child like your father did you?  Don’t you remember how much you missed him?  I won’t have anything to do with you if you leave her.  



DEXTER

My Mom told me you didn’t want me to come and see you.  You cut me out of your life cause I was goin nowhere, she said.  After you graduated, there was someone in Boston, she told me, but you came home.  



LEWELLYN 

I don’t want to see you again, Dexter.



DEXTER

Where am I going to send a kid to school?  All it’ll ever learn from you is that there’s some place better than here. 



LEWELLYN

There are places just as good as here.  And it’s good here, too, if you do something to make it better for you and your family.



DEXTER

I’m goin up to the community college. 



LEWELLYN

And that’s good for your baby and Maggie who will do anything for you.  



DEXTER

My way or the highway.  Just like my Mom did to my Dad.  Just like she did to me.  Go to college or get out of the house and work.  

(He takes a log to split.)

I tried to forget you when you went away.  Every day I went to work and did the same job over and over to get the memories of high school put away.  They told me I was working too hard, too crazy.  So I went out drinking after I did the graveyard shift so I could forget some other way.  

(He drinks the rest of the wine.)



LEWELLYN

Dexter.



DEXTER

It’s real fruity.  Why don’t you get the fuck out of here and never come back?  Go!  Get the fuck out of here!


LEWELLYN

Don’t talk to me like that. 



DEXTER

You killed me!  That’s what you did.  When we did that play in high school, I didn’t know nothin about actin, and the teacher said to me, what would you do if Lewellyn were dead?  Juliet means more to Romeo than anythin in his life, what would Romeo do?  Since you went away, you know how many times I held my shotgun in my mouth?  


LEWELLYN

No.   


DEXTER

You ever taste the end of a shotgun?  


LEWELLYN

Dexter.  



DEXTER

You ever stick it down your throat till you’re ready to vomit and the sweat makes the trigger slippery and all you can think of is what they’re gonna say when you’re gone.  Oh, he did some stupid thing like he always does.  Just like his Dad did.  You killed me when you went away. 



LEWELLYN

Dexter.  You can make things better. 

(A jet approaches overhead and passes over.  DEXTER takes a beer and drinks.)



DEXTER

How!?  Goddamn bastards!   I’ll shoot them down!  



LEWELLYN

Dexter.



DEXTER

You’re livin out where the trailer trash used to live, where my Dad drank himself to death, with someone no better than me.  


LEWELLYN

No one is better—



DEXTER

He leaves you and everythin you came back for.  You think he was goin to move to this dyin town!?  He leaves you like my Dad did my Mom and you think I’m like my Dad.


LEWELLYN

If you leave Maggie.


DEXTER

I stayed and stayed and waited for you to come home.  


(He smashes the ax against the trailer.)

He shoulda made her stay.  


LEWELLYN

Dexter!  



DEXTER

That’s what I think.  My Mom lived in a house and wouldn’t have nothing to do with him, but it’s my house now and I can fix it up so we can live in it.  


LEWELLYN

You and Maggie—



DEXTER

She knows what she has to do.



LEWELLYN

You have no right!



DEXTER


(holding the ax up)

No right!?  I have no right!  They close the factory and take the jobs away and I have no right to tell her she can’t have it.  How am I goin to take care of it?  No right!?  My Mom was always worryin about how I was goin to end up like my Dad, so I could never see him, but I never left you!  He did!  

(He smashes the ax against the trailer.)



CHRISTOPHER


(Off)

Hey, Dexter.  

(CHRISTOPHER enters.)



DEXTER

What’d you come back for?  

(DEXTER smashes the ax into the trailer again.)



CHRISTOPHER
Stop!


DEXTER
Get out of here, before I do something to you. 


CHRISTOPHER
Give it to me.  


DEXTER

Stay back cause I’ll bury this ax in you.   


LEWELLYN

Put it down.  


DEXTER

I’m warnin you!   



CHRISTOPHER

Dexter.  



DEXTER

You come here all expert on everythin.  You’re no better than Skip buyin up the lake front and puttin up no huntin signs and flyin to Mexico with all the jobs.  All you do is take what you want and leave.  That’s what you did to her!     



LEWELLYN

Stop it!  Stop!


(He buries the ax in the side of the trailer.)



DEXTER

You don’t know nothin about nothin.  Skip can build his goddamn summer homes and the factory can fly off to Mexico, but I’ll be here long after you’re both gone.  I’ll be buried here.  I’ll be a part of this place forever.  And you’ll be dirt on some city street somewhere.


(DEXTER grabs his beer and exits.) 


CHRISTOPHER 

Are you all right?  



LEWELLYN

Yes.  


CHRISTOPHER

Did he hurt you?



LEWELLYN

When I was gone, he tried to commit suicide 


CHRISTOPHER

Is he going to be all right?



LEWELLYN

I don’t know.  



CHRISTOPHER


Are you all right?


LEWELLYN

Yes.      



CHRISTOPHER

I’ll call the police.



LEWELLYN

No.  He’s been drinking. 


CHRISTOPHER

He threatened us with an ax.



LEWELLYN

I hurt him.  



CHRISTOPHER

He could hurt someone.    


(She starts to exit.  He takes her arm to stop her.)



LEWELLYN

Let me go.



CHRISTOPHER

No.    



LEWELLYN

You left me!  Your job is over!    


(Sound of DEXTER’s car driving away.)

Why are you here!?  



CHRISTOPHER

The plane went to Mexico.    



LEWELLYN

So why didn’t you go there!?



CHRISTOPHER

I tried to explain on the tape.



LEWELLYN

You left this to tell me goodbye!?  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m sorry.  I couldn’t face telling you.  


LEWELLYN

You couldn’t say it in person!?  



CHRISTOPHER

I’m sorry.  


LEWELLYN

Great!  

(She hurls the tape player against the side of the trailer.)

Just say it!  To my face!     


CHRISTOPHER

I don’t want to say good-bye.  I never go back anywhere, but when I was waiting for the plane, I was thinking I could come back and do a news story.  



LEWELLYN

Oh, wonderful, a news story. 



CHRISTOPHER

He’ll be all right.    



LEWELLYN

How about a safety training tape about all the violations.



CHRISTOPHER

I’m talking about a news story. 



LEWELLYN

Can’t you see this place is one big safety violation?  


CHRISTOPHER

I can.   


LEWELLYN

A news story isn’t going to change that!



CHRISTOPHER

Yes, it can.  Corporations can be held accountable.  I almost got in a fight with Skip when he started putting local people down at the airport to the corporate—



LEWELLYN

You don’t understand.  



CHRISTOPHER

What?  



LEWELLYN

People like you can just leave.  The rest of us stay.  We have memories that we have to live with.  No matter what.  


CHRISTOPHER

Dexter will be all right.  


LEWELLYN

It’s easy for you to say.  



CHRISTOPHER

You should have seen how he took charge in shooting the video with Skip.  He could make videos for him or do construction on the new homes.  He said if there aren’t jobs, he’ll live in the woods with the deer.


LEWELLYN

I guess that’s what I’ll have to do.  


CHRISTOPHER

What do you mean?



LEWELLYN

I may not have a job next year.  



CHRISTOPHER

You can look in New York.   


LEWELLYN

No.  



CHRISTOPHER

School’s out.    



LEWELLYN

No.  



CHRISTOPHER

Okay.  When I get a station interested in the story, I’ll come back.  I can’t stay here.  Someone took a can opener to my house.  Maybe I could sleep on your couch.


LEWELLYN

I’ll walk.  


CHRISTOPHER

You have to take your things.  I’m leaving the key with the landlord.  I’ll give you a ride.  

(LEWELLYN grabs her things and exits.)

Is it all right if I get my things, too?  



LEWELLYN


(off)

No!  



CHRISTOPHER

All right.  I’m coming.


(CHRISTOPHER exits.  The lights fade on the trailer.)

Act II, scene 3

(Video: empty parking lot outside abandoned factory, then fade to black.  MAGGIE enters at the Point.  Dusk.  Humming “Jesus Loves Me,” she starts spray-painting a white cross high on the rocks.  DEXTER enters by the Point with a half-empty bottle of whiskey and his shotgun.)



DEXTER

Why’d you do that to me?    


MAGGIE

You been causin so much pain in my life that Jesus came and said, Let there be this child so as to bring you together.



DEXTER

I told you to be usin somethin.


(DEXTER moves towards her.)

Why didn’t you use somethin?!  Why?!



MAGGIE

Don’t be pushin me.  Stop.  You was doin things to me that was sinful and now you are goin to have to answer to God.  

(She trips and falls.)


DEXTER

You ain’t gonna do this to me.  You’re goin to get an abortion.  You hear me?  

(He stands over her.)



MAGGIE

No I’m not.  I’m havin this child.  You can do what you want to me.  But this child is gonna be born.  

(DEXTER points his shotgun at her.)



DEXTER

I told you I’d come and get you before I killed myself and I’m goin to do it cause a what you did to me.  


MAGGIE


(overlapping)

Don’t you do that!  You put that down!  Don’t hurt me.  It’s your baby!  You’re hurtin our baby.  

(DEXTER slowly lowers the shotgun, turning away from MAGGIE, and puts the end of it in his mouth with his finger on the trigger.)

Don’t leave your baby.  You won’t do nothin to yourself!  Don’t be like your Daddy.  You’re better than him.  

(DEXTER lowers the gun and MAGGIE takes it away from him.)

Just stay with me.  Dexter.  Please.  



DEXTER


(crying)

What do we got?!  Nothin!


MAGGIE

We got each other.  



DEXTER

And what’s that?  



MAGGIE

We got your Mom’s house.  Dex.  We’ll fix it up.  Or sell it.  



DEXTER

Who’ll buy it!?



MAGGIE

We’ll make it work.  We will.  



DEXTER

They’re shuttin the factory! 


MAGGIE

I got a job.  Dexter.  The church will help us.  


DEXTER

Goddamn it! What’ve you done to me? 


(He pushes her away and takes the spraypaint to cover the cross.)



MAGGIE

This place is nothin but sin and pain to you.  The minister told me paint the cross.  Jesus help him.  Don’t you do that.  


DEXTER

Get off me.  You’re not goin to go to church.  You hear me?!   


(DEXTER drops the spray can and raises his hand to slap her.)  



MAGGIE

Oh, Dexter, don’t hurt me no more.  


DEXTER

You want to live with me you stop goin to church.  You hear me?  If I catch you goin, I’ll drag you out of there and you can find some place else to live.  Alright?



MAGGIE

Yes.  



DEXTER

You can bring your things in the back door and you can live downstairs in the back room.  You understand?    



MAGGIE

Yes.  I do.  Things will get better.

(He grabs his gun and exits.)

Oh, Jesus, love me.  


DEXTER


(off)

Maggie, you comin?  



MAGGIE

Oh, Jesus, thank you.  Yes, Jesus love me and help bring him home to me.  

(DEXTER enters.) 



DEXTER

What are you doin?  



MAGGIE

Prayin for you and me.



DEXTER

I told you not to.  Go in there.  Back in the woods.  



MAGGIE

No.  Dexter.  Where are we goin?  


DEXTER

You said you want to go together.



MAGGIE

It’s wrong.  


DEXTER

Go on. 



MAGGIE

You goin to kill me and your child?  We can make it better!


DEXTER

Nothin’s gonna do that!  Not even Jesus!  Go on.



MAGGIE

You do it here.  You do it in front of Jesus.



DEXTER

No.  You’re comin with me. 



MAGGIE

I’m not goin back in the Cave.  



DEXTER

Come on.  Get up!  



MAGGIE

I’m not goin where you did it with her. 



DEXTER

Come!



MAGGIE

You kill me in front of Jesus and you do it where we hung out with everyone in high school.  Where everybody knew us.  



DEXTER

Everybody’s gone or doped up or goin nowhere just like you and me.  



MAGGIE

We got a baby.  Jesus help me!  


DEXTER

Get up!



MAGGIE

No.



DEXTER

Come on.



MAGGIE

Let go!  Jesus.


DEXTER

No one cares.  Not even your Jesus.  


MAGGIE

Talk to me, Dex.  I care for you.  Talk to me. 

(He drags her into the woods.  The sound of a car and car doors closing.  CHRISTOPHER and LEWELLYN enter.  He has his camera.)



CHRISTOPHER

Dexter?  


LEWELLYN

He might have gone into the woods.  There’s a trail that leads to the ridge.


CHRISTOPHER

Are you there?  Dexter?  He’s not here.  (seeing the cross)  Can you believe it?  This beautiful lake is going to be spoiled by real estate developers and the church.  The irony is that hymns are going to be coming across the water on Sundays, and Skip’s corporate friends are going to freak out.  His development is going to go bust.   


LEWELLYN


(with whiskey bottle)

He’s been drinking.



CHRISTOPHER

Dexter?  Where are you? 



LEWELLYN

He may have gone to the Cave.  I should talk to him first.  



CHRISTOPHER

No.  He’ll just think you are coming back to him. 



LEWELLYN

He knows that’s over.  


CHRISTOPHER

He doesn’t want it to be.



LEWELLYN

He drove away.    



CHRISTOPHER

Hey, Dexter, I’d like to buy all the land around the lake and keep it the way it’s been.  I don’t care about the trailer.  Dexter?  I have my camera.  I want to interview you.  I’m going to make a TV series on the factory closing.  


LEWELLYN

Maybe he’s hurt.      


CHRISTOPHER

He wouldn’t do something stupid like that.  


LEWELLYN

He has no one.   



CHRISTOPHER

He has his whole life ahead of him.  



LEWELLYN

He doesn’t believe that.  It’s my fault.     



CHRISTOPHER

You aren’t responsible, if he does something stupid….  Okay?  



LEWELLYN

I am!  



CHRISTOPHER

He knows things can be better.  We’ll go to the police.  That’s all we can do!  All right!?  



LEWELLYN

No!  



CHRISTOPHER

Lewellyn, look at me!  When we find he’s all right, we’ll help him make things better, so he doesn’t make another stupid mistake!  All right!?  



LEWELLYN

All right.    


(A shot gun blast in the woods.)



LEWELLYN

Dexter!?


(She starts to run.  CHRISTOPHER grabs her.)



CHRISTOPHER

No!



DEXTER

Don’t come back here.   



CHRISTOPHER

Are you all right?  



DEXTER

Maggie’s dead.  



LEWELLYN

No!


DEXTER

She wanted to go with me.



LEWELLYN

Dexter.  



CHRISTOPHER

You put the gun down.  You come out.  



DEXTER

I’m in the Cave.  I’m not leavin it.  



LEWELLYN

I’m coming back there.



CHRISTOPHER

No.  



DEXTER

Get out of here.  I got only one shot left.  Go on.  


LEWELLYN

Dexter.  No.



CHRISTOPHER

People will listen to what you have to say.    



DEXTER

They’ll just say it’s another stupid mistake.  



LEWELLYN

No, Dexter, you can’t.  



DEXTER

She said she’d go with me.  She’s never been nowhere.  I told her we were goin to go somewhere.  Now she’s gone.  I can’t let her go without me.  



LEWELLYN

No!  



DEXTER

Have a good life, Lewellyn.



LEWELLYN

Dexter!  


(Another shotgun blast from the woods.)  

No!


(LEWELLYN tries to run toward the shot.  CHRISTOPHER holds her back.)



CHRISTOPHER

You don’t want to go back there.  



LEWELLYN

Let go!



CHRISTOPHER

We’ll get the police.  



LEWELLYN

He could be hurt.  



CHRISTOPHER

Dexter?  Dexter?    



LEWELLYN

I have to.

 

CHRISTOPHER 

We can’t help him.  



LEWELLYN

I can.  



CHRISTOPHER

Not now!  We have to get the police and an ambulance.  


LEWELLYN

Let go!  He needs me now!


(She breaks away and exits.  He follows her with the camera.  Lights fade.)  

ACT II, scene 4

(Video of TV news story fades in.)



CHRISTOPHER


(on video)

Bald eagles in this Upstate town of Jasper, New York, disappeared due to industrial pollution and were replaced by another kind of eagle that drops down from the sky to feed on its prey.  They are the corporate jets that swoop into town and take what they can and then fly south.  This five part series begins with the tragic story of a murder-suicide of the two young lovers who wanted only one thing: to hold onto the life they once had in a small town in America.   


(The video fades to black.  As it does there is a sound of lapping water on the shores of the lake and the call of loons across the water.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPkCnMso5rE.  Lights come up on the mountain above the town.  LEWELLYN enters with a back pack and a map.)



CHRISTOPHER


(off)

I’m here.  Where are you?



LEWELLYN

I’m here.  


(CHRISTOPHER enters on another ledge across from her wearing a huge back pack.)

How’d you get there?  



CHRISTOPHER

I don’t know.  I guess that last fork in the path.  You got so far ahead.  How much further?  


LEWELLYN

Just a little further.  There’s a clearing by an outcropping of rock at the top of the ridge.  Are you all right?



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.  



LEWELLYN

I promised the volunteers I’d get the hardware up today, if they did the lumber tomorrow.  



CHRISTOPHER

That was nice of you.



LEWELLYN

I want it finished before Thanksgiving.  



CHRISTOPHER

I know.  You will.  The foliage is incredible.  I’ve never seen so much color.  


LEWELLYN

I told you.  And it goes on for miles. You can see, through the trees, a corner of the farm that Maggie’s father used to own.  Dexter hiked this ridge but never to the top where you can see all the other mountains in the Catskills as far as the Hudson River.  From the outcropping there’s a view of the whole valley and Loon Lake.  



CHRISTOPHER

It’s beautiful.  



LEWELLYN
When we get to the site, we’ll leave the supplies and head back down unless you want to stay.



CHRISTOPHER

Sleep outside?



LEWELLYN

I brought a tent and sleeping bag.



CHRISTOPHER

Just one?  



LEWELLYN

It’s big enough for two.



CHRISTOPHER

Sure.  If that’s all right with you.  



LEWELLYN

Yes.   I decided I am going to dedicate the Nature Center to Maggie and Dexter.  I don’t care what people say.  They never wanted to leave.  They always wanted to live in the valley below the hills and by the Lake. I don’t want them forgotten just because of what happened.  They were part of this place and they will not be forsaken by me.  I won’t let that happen.  Are you ready?  



CHRISTOPHER

Yeah.



LEWELLYN

Take small steps if you’re hurting.



CHRISTOPHER

I’m fine.  I don’t know if I can drive back on Sunday with the stiffness.  



LEWELLYN

You can stay with me.  


CHRISTOPHER

In the canopy bed?



LEWELLYN

Yes.  I’ll meet you at the fork.

(She exits.)



CHRISTOPHER

I’m here.  Where are you? 


LEWELLYN


(off)

I’m here.  


(He exits.)



CHRISTOPHER


(off)

I’m here.  Where are you?



LEWELLYN


(off)

I’m here.  


(Lights fade to black.)


THE END

HAND PROPS

Ax

Oars

Backpack

Wine bottle

3 Glasses

Underwear

Computer printout

2 Six packs of beer

2 beach towels

Wood to chop

Apron

Grill and grill scraper

Videotape

Papers in folder

Maple leaf

Pencil

Bible

Religious handout literature

Frying pan

Portable video equipment – 1970’s style

Audio recorder – 1970s style

Sunglasses

2 suitcases

Wallet

Spray paint can

Shotgun

Items they move out of trailer 

SOUND CUES

Water lapping on a lake shore

Loon calls

Roar of a car driving away
Frantic splashing sound

Jet plane overhead  
A distant shotgun blast

Car arriving and car doors closing 
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