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CHARACTER BREAKDOWN

John, mid-twenties

Shelly, mid-twenties

The characters can be any race.

Setting

A bus stop in the middle of a mall parking lot. Early, early in
the morning.



A bus stop. SHELLY and JOHN, both
in their md-twenties, in an
enbrace. SHELLY wears a backpack
and has a suitcase at her side.
Both have their cell phones out.

JOHN
| don’t want this bus to cone.

SHELLY
| know.

They enbrace for a little | onger.

Si | ence.

JOHN
|” m gonna m ss you.

SHELLY
You t oo.

They kiss. Silence.

JOHN
So.

SHELLY
So.

JOHN
You gonna...?

SHELLY
... What ?

JOHN
Are you gonna send... sonething back...?

SHELLY
What do you nean?

JOHN
You know. The thing I..

SHELLY

. oh.
JOHN

Yeah. You didn’t say anything about it, and that’s generally
the kind of thing you respond to...



SHELLY
Sorry | didn’t um..
Pause.
JOHN
What? Did you not like it, or...?
SHELLY
...1t didn't ook any different fromreal life.
JOHN
Thanks?
SHELLY
| didn’t nmean that in a bad way, it’s like... | know what it
| ooks Iike in real life, and the photo didn't nake it | ook
any different, so...
JOHN
Unh, I'mkind of insulted?
SHELLY

You typically ask before you send stuff |like that. You have
to know if the other person actually wants it before sending
it.

JOHN
W’ ve been together for three years, and now you’' re going

back to the other side of the country. Wiy woul dn’t you want
it?

SHELLY
...you did not just say that.

JOHN
Sorry?

SHELLY

This was supposed to be a perfectly sad and sonber goodbye
with a hug, and a kiss, and a tear, and you conpletely
ruined it.

JOHN
| said you could send one in return

SHELLY
So you want ne to reciprocate sonething that | didn't ask
for in the first place!

JOHN
| " msorry-



SHELLY
You're not sorry you sent it. You re sorry because | didn’t
like it.

JOHN
| thought you woul d!

SHELLY
Vell | didn't.

JOHN

...I"mhaving a really hard time thinking of sonething to
say other than "sorry".

SHELLY
"1 apol ogi ze".

JOHN
That nmeans the same thing.

SHELLY
Just giving you anot her option.

JOHN
You didn’'t have to send a pic back if you didn’'t want to.
But sone response woul d’ ve been ni ce.

SHELLY
This is gonna sound |ike sonething ny grandnma woul d say, but
|’ m not that kind of girl.

JOHN
Uh, yeah you are.

SHELLY
What ?

JOHN
Need | remind you of the tine we first net-

SHELLY
Ch ny God, that was-

JOHN
I n public.

SHELLY
In the back of the train!

JOHN

Peopl e could still see us. And hear us.



SHELLY
W weren’'t sitting near anyone.

JOHN
And what about at Brad's party? In the bathroom
You wouldn’t let nme | eave.

SHELLY
| was drunk. It was awesone, but | was drunk

JOHN
So, basically you have no problem being, let’s call it
"indiscreet" inreal life, but when it cones to sending your

| ong- di stance boyfriend a photo of your-

SHELLY
| can’t believe we're having this conversation out here-

Wi spers.
Peopl e can hear us!

JOHN | ooks ar ound.
JOHN
No one’'s even here. It’s..

JOHN t akes out his cell phone.
Five forty-five in the norning.

SHELLY
But what if soneone cane and deci ded to eavesdrop on this
conver sa-

JOHN
You' re saying sonething is going to have to happen when it
hasn’t. Cal m down!

SHELLY
Don't tell me to calmdown! It's really fucking annoying
when you do that.

JOHN
" m sorry.

SHELLY
And don’t say sorry again.

JOHN

SHELLY

This is the part when you accidentally say Sorry, then
reali ze your m stake, and-



JOHN

You told me not to say sorry. So | didn't.
SHELLY

Thank you.
Pause.

This isn’t how |l wanted to end our week together.

JOHN
| know. | screwed up. But | thought... | nean, vyou're ny
girlfriend, so..

SHELLY

That doesn’t nean you can just send anything to
me wlly-nilly-

JOHN
No pun intended.

SHELLY rolls her eyes.

SHELLY
Ugh. Be serious, John. Cone on. Just be serious, for this.
W' ve been ridiculous and silly all week. Now let’s get
seri ous.

JOHN
| thought we were serious when we decided to stay together
despi te you novi ng.

SHELLY
You know what | nean.
JOHN
Because as | renenber, you were the one who decided to take
a job out in California, but still stay with ne.
SHELLY
Yes.
JOHN

You know how hard it’s gonna be?
SHELLY | ooks at JOHN s crotch.

SHELLY
| can probably guess..

JOHN
Way are you so unconfortable with it? Are you insecure about
your...?



SHELLY
No! It’s not insecurity. It's being careful. You know peopl e
can track the photos you send, right? Like once you send
sonething like that, it’'s out in cyberspace, and could w nd
up in sonmeone’s inbox for sonme reason because cyberspace is
just that wonky. And there are sone perverted creeps out
there who will jack off to a photo of you wi thout you even
know ng.

JOHN

But I’m not sone creep, though. Three years, renenber?
SHELLY

| know.
JOHN

When you’re gone, ny best nonments are when |... you know. ..

(Makes a Jacking Of notion) To you... And | feel Iike
you' re inplying that you don’'t want ne to.

SHELLY
O... of course | do.
JOHN
But | can’t do it wthout...
SHELLY
... W thout?
JOHN
Pi ctures.
SHELLY
You see ny Facebook pictures.
JOHN
Yeah, but when | want to inagine nore, it’s nore of an
effort. I1"ma visual kind of person. | need sonmething to
| ook at.
SHELLY
Way do you need sonething to ook at to renenber ny body?
JOHN
Because | want to visualize it as it is... Exactly as it

is... while I'm.. doing ny thing.

Pause.
l"mtrying to be romantic here. Wrk with ne.

SHELLY
You don’t send soneone a dick pic to be romantic. You do it
to tell themyou’ re horny.



JOHN
| didn’t nmean to tell you I was horny. Although not gonna
liel was. But... | want you to see that |’ mthinking of

you. That my body responds to you. | think of you, and it’s
enough to get blood rushing fromny brain dow to ny crotch
to nmake it larger. And | nmean, | don’t know about you, but I
think that’s pretty amazing. And | want you to see that.
Lenme ask you. Do you get wet when you think about me?

SHELLY
Vel |, yeah. ..

JOHN
...S0 why wouldn’t you want to share that? Wth ne? Because
ot hers m ght see? That’'s why you don’t include your face in
pictures like that. So no one knows it’s you.

SHELLY
| just... having that part of nyself out there, in the
worl d, for people to possibly see-

JOHN
It’s not like you' re a porn star. O an exhibitionist.
Just... imagine it’s only ne. No, don’t even inmagine.
Know that it’s just nme. Just ne.

SHELLY

JOHN
Do you want ne to send ny pic to other people?

SHELLY

(Vehenently)

No!

JOHN i s taken aback.

JOHN
Wabh.

SHELLY
| mean. ..

JOHN

It’s pretty obvious what you nean. You don’'t want anyone
el se to see mne.

SHELLY



JOHN
That’s OK. | don’t want anyone el se to see yours.

Pause.

SHELLY
It’s not like I...

JOHN
... what ?

SHELLY
It’s not like | didn't... take a picture. At sone point in
tinme.

JOHN
On? When was this?

SHELLY
A few nonths ago. | was |onely one night, and we were
texting, and... You said sonething about wanting to eat ne
out. And |I renenber the first tine you did it, how you
just... And something in ne just got so hot that | took off

ny clothes and went to the bathroom closed the door, sat on
the toilet, opened ny |legs, and took a picture. But when
| ooked at it, it was... hairy. And purple. And... bl obby.

Just... not sonething anyone should have to see. | couldn’t
believe it was mine. | deleted it right away. | couldn’t
stand to even have it be on ny phone. So..

JOHN
If the vagina in that picture, which you deleted into the
ether, is the same one | ate out last night... the one I'm
aching to enter, even now... the one that | feel always
wel comes me as if for the first tinme... Then it’s perfect.

Pause. They | ook at each other.
Per haps sone sexual tension. It

passes.
SHELLY
Yeah, well... nust be nice not being insecure about your
body parts.
JOHN
You think I"'mtotally secure with ny body? Before we had sex
for the first tine, | was worried I'd be too small for you.
SHELLY

VWhat ?



JOHN
Too small, too thin, too veiny, not girth-y enough... Like,
Brad and the guys brag about how they make their girlfriends
scream and squeal, and noan, and | freak out, because what
if I don't do the sane for you? Even today, | still |ook at
m ne and think, Wiy would Shelly want this inside her?

SHELLY
That's hil ari ous, because fromthe nmoment | first sawit, |
wanted it inside ne.

JOHN
And ne?

SHELLY
Yes. And you.

The two | ook at each ot her.
Tension. They step closer to each
other. Their foreheads connect.

The bus arri ves.

JOHN
| | ove you.

SHELLY
| love you too.

They | ook at each ot her. Then
SHELLY gets of fstage, boarding the
bus.

JOHN sits on the bench and waits
for a few m nutes.

After a few m nutes, his phone
di ngs. He | ooks at his phone and
sm|es at what he sees.

Bl ackout. End of play.



