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PRISONER #101067 PUBLIC SPEAKING REPORT 
 
 
SYNOPSIS 

A prisoner in a maximum security 
prison reads the 10-minute report 
he has prepared for a public 
speaking class. 

 
 
CAST OF CHARACTERS 
 
PRISONER #101067 

A 20-something, slender African 
American man whose hair is in 
tight cornrows, dressed in a 
bright orange prison jumpsuit, 
expensive tennis shoes. He is 
originally shackled. 

 
MIKE CANNADY 

A 50-ish white prison special 
activities director. He is in an 
ill fitting, out of date sports 
jacket, loose tie, sweating and 
ill at ease at being in public. 
 

GUARD 
20-something white man with a 
paunch in a prison guard uniform. 
He carries a 12-gague shotgun. 

 
PROPS 

Podium or music stand, a chair, a 
12-gague shotgun, folder with 
papers and a paperback copy of The 
Prince. 
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(AT RISE.) 

(THE STAGE IS SET WITH A BLACK METAL 
MUSIC STAND AND A FOLDING CHAIR.) 

(ENTER MIKE CANNADY.  HE CROSSES TO 
THE MUSIC STAND.) 

CANNADY: 
Good evening, my name is Mike Cannady, I'm a Special Activities 
Officer at the State Correctional Institution at Millers.  I 
wanted to thank the Producers here at this 10-minute Play 
Festival for giving the men at the SCI the opportunity to have 
one of our inmates give their book report this evening.  We had 
a group of six men who have worked very hard during a 6-week 
Public Speaking course which is in preparation for their 
presentations before the Parole Board.  These men do not often 
have the opportunity to speak in public, so this evening is very 
special for this one man who has been selected, by his 
classmates, to come here tonight. 

(ENTER A SLENDER, BLACK 
PRISONER,WHOSE HAIR IS IN TIGHT 
CORN-ROWS, WEARING A BRIGHT ORANGE 
JUMPSUIT AND MANACLES (AND/OR 
SHACKLES), WALKS UPRIGHTLY ONTO THE 
STAGE CARRYING A FEW SHEETS OF PAPER 
AND A SMALL PAPERBACK BOOK. HE IS 
FOLLOWED BY A UNIFORMED GUARD 
CARRYING A SHOT GUN.) 

CANNADY: 
Our speaker tonight must remain anonymous due to the 
circumstances of his incarceration.  His classmates selected 
him to give his report this evening. Book reports, of course, 
require reading and literacy, for the research portion as well 
as composition, spelling and writing.  While the presentation 
tonight will not be so dramatic as other performances this 
evening, I hope you will find it to be enjoyable.  Again, for 
all of the men at SCI Millers, we thank you for your positive 
support of our efforts. 

(MIKE CANNADY EXITS.) 
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(GUARD UNLOCKS HANDCUFFS AND 
PRISONER CROSSES TO PODIUM. GUARD 
SITS IN CHAIR.) 

PRISONER 
For my book report, I have read and selected excerpts from Mr. 
Niccolo Machiavelli's political treatise, The Prince which I 
shall contrast with The Life and Times of Mr. Tupac Shakur. 

(a beat) 
My central thesis question is: how is a man affected by his 
times? Does he resist the forces of his time? Or, does he go 
along and become an expert in those forces? Or, could there be 
a third way - the path of the artist? 

(TURNING TO HIS PAPERS.) 

PRISONER 
First, a bit of background about Mr. Niccolo Machiavelli. He 
was born May 3, 1469 in Florence, Italy. 

(a beat) 
He was born into a tumultuous, political, ethnically charged 
time. Popes were leading armies. Wealthy city-states, such as 
Pisa, Venice, Genoa and Florence, were attacking one another.  
And, foreign powers, such as France, Switzerland, and Spain, 
waged war almost continuously.  It was a time of constantly 
shifting alliances, assassinations and paid mercenary armies 
which changed sides without warning.  Governments rose and fell 
in the space of weeks. 

(a beat) 
This was Mr. Machiavelli's era and there is no question, he was 
a man of his time.  He was a diplomat, musician, political 
philosopher, poet and playwright. 

(a beat) 
Mr. Machiavelli's most famous written work is entitled The 
Prince which he wrote in 1513. It is a classic handbook on power 
politics. Daniel Donnor PhD, translator of the 1981 edition, 
wrote this about The Prince, I quote from page 6 of the 1981 
edition: 

(PICKING UP PAPERBACK AND FINDING 
PLACE. HE READS:) 

("Machiavelli's chief contribution 
to political thought lies in his 
freeing political action from moral 
considerations." ) 

(PUTTING BOOK ASIDE) 
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The idea that political action is free from moral considerations 
was a radically new idea in 1513. 

(a beat) 
However, during the life and times of Mr. Tupac Shakur, who died 
in 1996, almost 500 years after Mr. Machiavelli lived, the 
mindset that political action should be amoral has become 
practical policy for politicians at all levels of government 
worldwide, including Police and Military. 

(TURN PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
For example, what was the situation surrounding Mr. Shakur 
birth? 

(a beat) 
Tupac Shakur's mother, Afeni Shakur, was an active member of 
the Black Panther party in New York City in the 1960's and 70's.  
She and 20 others, were arrested in a predawn raid on April 2, 
1969.  The group was called the "Panther 21".  They were 
charged with more than 100 counts of conspiracy against the 
United States Government to blow up the New York Botanical 
Gardens and other landmarks.  This was one of the most 
publicized arrests made by the Manhattan District Attorney, the 
New York City Police Intelligence, and the FBI's Counter 
Intelligence Unit under the direction of J. Edgar Hoover. The 
FBI unit had a stated goal to "expose, disrupt and otherwise 
neutralize" black organizations, their members and leaders. 

(a beat) 
On May 21, 1971, after one of the longest and most highly 
publicized trials in New York history, each and every one of 
the "Panther 21" defendants were acquitted after a jury 
deliberation of just 45 minutes. 

(a beat) 
Acquitted in 45 minutes. This was a major political setback and 
an embarrassment for law enforcement in New York and Federal 
Agencies. 

(a beat) 
One month later, on June 15, 1971, Afeni Shakur gave birth to 
her son, Tupac.  So, it is safe to say that Mr. Tupac Shakur 
was born in turbulent, political, racially charged times and 
lived throughout his life with amoral political action at all 
levels of government. 

(TURNS PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
In 1984, for example, President Ronald Reagan, who had been 
admired for his honesty and who made a campaign promise never 
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to deal with terrorists, received a secret request from the 
government of Iran, which was considered a terrorist state, to 
buy weapons from the United States. Reagan approved Secretary 
of State John McFarlane's request to make the sale. The deal 
was brokered by Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North of the National 
Security Council. 

(a beat) 
In the process, Colonel North diverted funds from the Iranian 
arms sales to fund the Nicaraguan Contras, with the unspoken 
blessing, he assumed, of President Reagan. 

(a beat) 
Lieutenant Colonel North had this to say: "There is great 
deceit, deception practiced in the conduct of covert 
operations.  They are at essence a lie.  We make every effort 
to deceive the enemy as to our intent, our conduct, and to deny 
the association of the United States to those activities ... 
and that is not wrong." 

(PICKING UP THE SMALL PAPERBACK AND 
TURNING TO THE APPROPRIATE PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
Mr. Machiavelli agrees with Lt. Colonel North: 

(a beat) 
"All men will see what you seem to be; only a few will know what 
you are, and those few will not dare to oppose the many who have 
majesty of the state on their side to defend them.  ...For the 
mob is always impressed by appearances and by results; and the 
world is composed of the mob." THE PRINCE, pages 63 to 64. 

(PUTS BOOK DOWN AND TURNS PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
A pattern of violent action sanctioned by those in authority 
against minorities increased during the 1980s and 90s. 

(a beat) 
1985 May 13 -- Philadelphia police b 
ombed MOVE headquarters at 6200 Osage Ave. in Philadelphia. In 
the resulting fire, 11 men, women and children died and more 
than 50 neighborhood houses were destroyed.  MOVE was a 
loose-knit, mostly black group whose members all adopted the 
surname Africa, advocated a "back-to-nature" lifestyle and 
preached against technology. 

TURNS PAGE 
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PRISONER 
According to Amnesty International, claims of violence filed 
against New York City's police more than doubled, between 1987 
and 1994 from 977 to more than 2,000.  More that two-thirds of 
the victims in the cases reviewed were black or Hispanic and 
most of the police officers involved were white, the report 
stated. 

(a beat) 
12-percent of all African-American males  are incarcerated.  
In twelve states, black males are incarcerated at a rate 12 to 
16% greater than white males. 

(a beat) 
The question is: is this an isolated incident?  Or a pattern 
of behavior designed to keep minority communities feeling 
powerless to do anything? 

(PICKS UP BOOK AND TURNS TO PAGE) 

PRISONER 
This is certainly in keeping with Mr. Machiavelli's 
recommendations: 

(a beat) 
"Here a question arises: whether it is better to be loved than 
feared, or the reverse?  The answer is, of course, that it would 
be best to be both loved and feared. 

(a beat) 
I say that every Prince ought to wish to be considered kind 
rather than cruel.  Nevertheless, a Prince must be indifferent 
to the charge of cruelty if he is to keep his subjects loyal 
and united." THE PRINCE, page 59 to 60. 

(PUTS DOWN BOOK. TURNS PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
In 1991, Mr. Tupac Shakur then just 20 years old, released his 
first album, 2Pacalypse Now. 

(a beat) 
On this album, Shakur attacked social injustice, poverty and 
police brutality on songs "Brenda's Got A Baby", "Trapped" and 
"Part Time Mutha".  His style on the album was highly influenced 
by the social consciousness and Afrocentrism pervading hip hop 
in the late 1980s and early 1990s.  He became one of the first 
major socially conscious rappers from the West Coast. 

(a beat) 
The album was publicly criticized for its graphic language and 
images of violence by and against law enforcement. 

(a beat) 
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Vice President Dan Quayle publicly denounced the album as having 
"no place in our society" although because of the experience 
of life in poorer minority sections of our Society, the album 
resonated strongly. 

(TURNS PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
The Vice President's words hang gallows-empty considering the 
beating of Mr. Rodney King. A home-made video, broadcast 
nationally, shows Mr. King as he is tasered, tackled and tagged 
repeatedly by three police thugs wielding truncheons. Mr. King 
is finally suffers a concussion rendering him senseless and so 
is dragged away and arrested. Mr. King is charged with felony 
evading - charges which are later dropped. 

(a beat) 
In keeping with Mr. Machiavelli's suggestions for provoking 
fear, on April 29, 1992, a predominately white jury acquits the 
four police officers of using excessive force in the arrest of 
Mr. King. This acquittal resulted in outrage in the black 
community. 

(PICKS UP THE BOOK.) 

PRISONER 
As Machiavelli wrote: "... a Prince should make himself feared 
in such a way that... he escapes hatred; for being feared but 
not hated go readily together.  ... And if he finds it necessary 
to take someone's life, he should do so when there is suitable 
justification and manifest cause... pretexts for taking 
someone's life arise more rarely and last a shorter time.  THE 
PRINCE pages 60 to 61. 

(TURNS PAGE OF NOTES.) 

PRISONER 
In 1993, Tupac released two albums: Strictly 4 My N.I.G.G.A.Z.  
and Poetic Justice. 

(a beat) 
On Strictly 4 My N.I.G.G.A.Z.,  Mr. Shakur continued to rap 
about the social ills facing African-Americans, with songs like 
"The Streetz R Deathrow" and "Last Wordz."  He also showed his 
compassionate side with the inspirational anthem "Keep Ya Head 
Up",  while simultaneously putting his legendary 
aggressiveness on display with the title track, Strictly 4 My 
N.I.G.G.A.Z.  

(a beat) 
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The artist, Mr. Shakur, found the voice for the people.  He was 
one of the most successful hip-hop artists in history. 

(REACHES FOR BOOK AND OPENING TO 
PLACE.) 

PRISONER 
Mr. Machiavelli points specifically to the power of this voice 
of the people when he wrote: "... it is not without reason that 
the voice of the people has been likened to the voice of God, 
for popular opinion is amazingly reliable in its 
prognostications, so much so that the people would seem to have 
hidden powers by which to foresee their future ills and 
triumphs." THE PRINCE, page 110 to 111. 

(CLOSES BOOK AND TURNS PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
Around the same time, the big dogs of racial and religious hatred 
were loosed on a worldwide scale and fed by the forces of amoral 
political power in our time. 

(a beat) 
In the early 1990s the latest version of "ethnic cleansing" 
raised its head in the former Yugoslavia. 

(a beat) 
More than 20,000 people seeking sanctuary in the Nyarubye Roman 
Catholic church in Rwanda died in a single incident during the 
ethnic cleansing and genocide there with complicity from church 
leaders. 

(a beat) 
The Israeli army admitted that it gave Jewish settlers "free 
reign in the streets" during the investigation of a massacre 
of 30 Muslims as they prayed at the Tomb of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron by a Jewish settler. 

(a beat) 
U.S. Federal Agents, authorized by the U.S. Attorney General, 
used helicopters, armored tanks, and assault troops with 
automatic weapons to attack a religious, intentional community 
in Waco, Texas.  74 men, women and children died.  21 of those 
who died were under the age of 15. 

(OPENING THE BOOK AND LOOKING FOR 
PLACE.) 
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PRISONER 
Machiavelli articulated the political principle at work in each 
of the three situations: "Men must either be pampered or 
annihilated... the harm one does to a man must be such as to 
obviate any fear of revenge." THE PRINCE, page 16. 

(PUTS DOWN BOOK AND REFERS TO NOTES.) 

PRISONER 
Pampered or annihilated... 

(a beat) 
On June 12, 1994, Mrs. Nicole Brown Simpson and Mr. Ronald 
Goldman are found stabbed to death in Los Angeles, California. 
Evidence found and collected at the scene led police to suspect 
Mr. O.J.  Simpson was the murderer. 

(a beat) 
Mr. Simpson was found not guilty by a jury of his peers -- 10 
African Americans, one of mixed heritage and one white.  The 
jury took less than four hours to reach a unanimous decision 
of "not guilty" in the trial. 

(a beat) 
Summing up, defense lawyer Mr. Johnnie Cochran Esq. questioned 
the integrity of the L.A.P.D., the authenticity of their 
evidence and alluded to institutional racism. 

(TURNING A PAGE.) 

PRISONER 
Some in this country have said that the acquittal of Mr. O.J.  
Simpson by a jury of his African-American peers was "pampering". 

(a beat) 
Some in this country urge police to "get tough" on crime.  This 
is code language for the opinion that ethnic minorities will 
be grateful if their doors are not kicked down... or their 
families are not brutalized. 

(a beat) 
In 1997, Mr. Abner Louima had a toilet plunger pushed up his 
rectum by a police officer from the 70th Precinct in New York 
City in the precinct's lavatory while another policeman held 
him down.  The cops then shoved the plunger covered with fecal 
matter into his mouth, breaking several teeth.  Mr. Louima was 
so severely injured in the atrocious assault that he was listed 
in critical condition after surgery for a torn rectum and 
lacerated bladder. 

(TURNING PAGE.) 
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PRISONER 
In conclusion -- Mr. Machiavelli was an expert in the power 
politics of his time.  His insights have become the dominant 
amoral mindset of our time and led to horror in the streets. 

(a beat) 
The "Panther 21" and others resisted the power politics of our 
era and suffered assassinations, frame-ups, and incarceration 
which, in most cases, shattered their lives. 

(a beat) 
Mr. Tupac Shakur took the artist's path.  He fully experienced 
the forces amorality and death of his time.  He sought to 
transform the horror of those forces through his art.  That art 
has special resurrection power which comes directly from the 
horror experienced by the people. 

(OPENS BOOK.) 

PRISONER 
As Mr. Machiavelli wrote as a warning to the Princes of his time: 
"...when the people begin to look upon a thing with horror, they 
will persevere in that attitude for many centuries, but Princes 
will not do so. THE PRINCE, page 111. 

(CLOSES BOOK. TURNS BACK TO NOTES.) 

PRISONER 
This horror, captured in art, may live far beyond the lifetime 
of the artist. 

(a beat) 
Mr. Tupac Shakur was murdered on September 13, 1996 at the age 
of 25 in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

(a beat) 
Rest in peace. 

(PRISONER PICKS UP NOTES AND BOOK, 
TURNS AND EXITS. GUARD RISES, FOLLOWS 
AND EXITS.) 

(LIGHTS TO BLACK.) 
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