MY BODY | S PO SON
By Stephani e Heat hcock

CHARACTERS

ELAI NE BLY

Fermal e in her twenti es.

LUNA

A cat. Preferably female, but ultimately their gender is
the director's choice. This script will use "she/her"
pronouns.

Luna's "cat sounds" should sound |ike real cat sounds.

Be m ndful of how Luna is portrayed. DO NOT put a person in
a cat costunme. The litmus test should be that when the cat
is first revealed to the audience, they do not |augh.

DANI ELLE BLY

Femal e in her twenties. Elaine' s younger sister.

DAVI D

Mal e. Twenti es.

SETTI NG
El aine's apartnment. There is a couch with a coffee table in
front of it, and three doors: one |eading outside, one to

her bedroom and one to the bathroom Her kitchen is
of fstage. There is also a TV facing the couch.

CONTENT DI SCLOSURE
Sel f - har m

Language



SCENE 1

El aine's apartnent. She hasn't tidied up in a while.
A pile of folders and docunents fills one end of her
cof fee table.

Elaine is sitting on the ground agai nst the couch,
scrolling through her phone, but not engaged.

LUNA
(of f st age)
Meow.

Pause.

LUNA
(of f st age)
Meow.

El ai ne si ghs.

LUNA
(of f st age)
Meow.

ELAI NE
Shut up.

Pause.

Luna enters, |eaping up from behind the couch onto the
top. She stares at Elaine, slinks across the couch
until above her, and stares for a beat nore. She | eans
into Elaine' s ear.

LUNA
Meow.

ELAI NE
Shut the hell up!

A knock at the door. Elaine gets up and answers it. As
soon as the door opens Danielle enters and hugs El aine.

DANI ELLE
El ai ne! How are you! | feel like | haven't seen
you since the, you know.

ELAI NE
Thanks for stopping by. Your crap is ruining the
feng shui of ny bedroom



Danielle enters the apartnment fully now, and she takes
in the ness.

DANI ELLE
Jesus.

El ai ne rushes to haphazardly tidy up.

ELAI NE
Sorry. |'ve been busy. |-

Dani el | e spots Luna. She squeal s.

DANI ELLE
Luuuuuuna!

Danielle sits on the couch strokes Luna, who purrs.

DANI ELLE
She's even cuter in real lifel

Luna hops onto Danielle's |ap, who just can't get
enough of the cute.

DANI ELLE
You are too nuch!

Dani el | e takes out her phone to take a picture. Elaine
snatches it away.

DANI ELLE
Hey!

ELAI NE
Sorry sis, no pictures.

DANI ELLE
Seriously?

ELAI NE
Seriously.

From a stack of papers on Elaine's coffee table, she
pull's a binder and hands it to Danielle, who sets and
opens it on the couch so as not to disturb Luna.
Danielle flicks through the pages. Elaine returns to
tidyi ng up.

DANI ELLE
Dd Momwite this?



ELAI NE
Yup. O sone | awer. Second page, hal fway down.

DANI ELLE

(readi ng)

"Copyright of all photography, film or other
i keness created to reproduce or resenble Luna
the Cat are the sole property of Victoria,"
crossed out, "Elaine Bly."

The hell does this nean?

ELAI NE
It means any picture you take of Luna technically
bel ongs to ne.

DANI ELLE
That's stupid! Can't | take a picture for nyself!

ELAI NE

It says to avoid |letting anyone el se take

phot ographs. Any "out of house" content could
make its way online and " jeopardize" the brand.

El ai ne hol ds Danielle's phone up to her, but just out
of reach.

ELAI NE
No pictures. Ckay?

DANI ELLE
Fi ne.

Dani el | e snatches back her phone. Luna | eaps onto the
coffee table.

DANI ELLE
Aww, bye Luna.

Luna stretches, then hops onto the floor and slinks
around the apartment, doing cat things.

DANI ELLE
How many pictures do you have to post every day?

ELAI NE
At | east one or two. But there's also the website
| need to maintain. And any pronotional stuff for
mer ch.

DANI ELLE
Not the end of the world then.



El ai ne huffs and col | apses onto the couch.

ELAI NE
Feels like it sonetinmes. She has over 400, 000
fol |l owers.

DANI ELLE

At this point though you just need to take a
picture and they'l|l be happy. Mom was the one who
built the brand, so just coast and enjoy the
extra noney.

ELAI NE
| got a letter yesterday froma woman in London
She said Luna's posts hel ped her get through her
di vorce

DANI ELLE
A

ELAI NE

Her husband cheated on her, enptied the bank
account, and took off. Luna was a "small ray of
happi ness in the cloudiest, darkest tine of her
life."

DANI ELLE
That's so speci al .

ELAI NE

Every week when | check the P. O box there's at
| east one letter, or kid' s drawi ng, or cat toys.
So many cat toys.

DANI ELLE
AwM  You're making the world a better place.

ELAI NE

Yeah, | guess | am

DANI ELLE

(checki ng her phone)

Hey, so I've got athing at 2. Can |...?
ELAI NE

Right! Let nme grab it.

El ai ne | eaves through her bedroom door. Danielle
wat ches Luna for a noment, then tries to |lure her back.



DANI ELLE
(clicks her tongue)
Luuuuna!

Elaine returns with a | arge cardboard box and sets it
on the couch. Danielle opens it.

ELAI NE
It's not nuch, but she did | eave you all of her
jewelry.

Dani el l e peers inside the box and find herself getting
a bit enotional.

ELAI NE
You al right?

Danielle smles at El aine.

DANI ELLE
(Trying to appear fine)
' mfinel!

ELAI NE
I f you ever need to-

DANI ELLE
| don't want to be late! 1'Il get out of your
hai r!

Dani el l e takes the box, hurriedly goes to the front
door, and funbles with the knob. El aine has followed
her and opens the door.

DANI ELLE
Bye El! Bye Lunal

Danielle exits before Elaine has the chance to say
goodbye.

LUNA
Meowt

El ai ne shoots a sideways gl ance at Luna, and shuts the
door. Elaine pulls her phone out of her pocket, plops
onto the couch, and goes back to scrolling.

Luna | eaps onto the couch and sits beside El aine. They
sit together for a few nonents.

LUNA
You knew she was com ng over. You could have at
| east tidied up.



ELAI NE
| ve been busy.

LUNA
No you haven't. You've been on your phone al
day.

ELAI NE
['mtired.

LUNA

It's not that difficult. For exanple, see the
pile of paperwork that's been sitting there for
weeks.

Luna waits for an answer.

ELAI NE
(Annoyed)
Yes?

LUNA

Al'l you need to do is get your file organi zer,
and bring it to the living room Then lift up
your arm take a piece of paper, and place it
into the box. It's easy.

ELAI NE
There's nore to it then-

LUNA
You're lazy. That's all there is to it. You're
lazy.

El ai ne turns her back to Luna and focuses on her phone.

LUNA

| nt eresti ng how when your sister shows up, you
suddenly have the energy to clean your entire
apartnent in a few m nutes.

Pause.

ELAI NE

(getting enotional)

| know, alright? I know |'mlazy.
LUNA

Do you think that Danielle thinks that you're
| azy too?



El ai ne | ooks at Luna.

LUNA
It's an honest question.

El ai ne turns back around.

ELAI NE
(Hol di ng back tears)
Wy don't you go lick your ass or sonething?

LUNA
Oh, you want nme to go back to acting like a dunb
cat agai n?

ELAI NE
No, wait! |-

LUNA
Meowt

ELAI NE
| didn't nean-!

LUNA
Meowt

ELAI NE
|"msorry! Is that what you want ne to say?

LUNA
Meowt

ELAI NE
Pl ease stop

LUNA
Meowt

ELAI NE
Pl ease stop

LUNA
Meowt

ELAI NE
What, do you want treats or sonething?!



LUNA
Oh. | could go for some treats.

El ai ne rushes to the treat cani ster and takes out a few
treats.

ELAI NE
Her e.

She holds the treats out in her open palm which Luna
eats. She enjoys themwhile Elaine waits.

LUNA
Had enough energy to wal k across the room You
j ust needed to proper notivation.

Elaine is about to cry again, but holds it in.

LUNA
You were just being |azy, weren't you?

El ai ne nods.

SCENE 2

Elaine's apartnent. It's back to being untidy. Luna is
nappi ng on top of the couch.

El ai ne bursts through her bedroom door. She's dressed
nicely. Her face is red and bl otchy.

ELAI NE
Shit.

Luna gently wakes upa nd watches El ai ne as she rushes
to tidy up.

LUNA
He'll be here any m nute.

She throws things into her bedroom and cl oses the door.

ELAI NE
| know.

LUNA
Sure you're up to it?



ELAI NE
Too | ate now.

LUNA
Thi nk he'll notice?

El ai ne checks her clothes. Checks the apartnent.

ELAI NE
VWhat ?

LUNA
Your face.

Elaine runs to a mrror.

ELAI NE
Fuck.

LUNA
Maybe some nmakeup?

ELAI NE
| have makeup on. Dammt.

There is a knock at the door.

LUNA
(l'i ke the novie)
He' s heeeeere.

El ai ne cl oses her eyes and takes a cal m ng breath.
Three counts through her nouth, six out her nose. She
wal ks up to the door and stops. She is frozen.
There's anot her knock at the door and El ai ne opens it
i redi at el y.

David is standing in the doorway. He is al so dressed
nicely. He has a nessenger bag.

DAVI D

(startl ed)

Hey.

ELAI NE

Sorry! | didn't nean to, um pleaseconein!

Davi d enters.

10.



11.

DAVI D
How was your day?

ELAI NE
Oh, you know, the usual.

El aine notices that David is standing awkwardly in the
m ddl e of the room

ELAI NE
Sit! I mean, please, sit, if you want.

David takes a seat on the couch. The stack of papers is
still there.

ELAI NE
"' m sorry!

She collects the pile of papers and throws theminto
her bedroom Luna snorts.

DAVI D
(Just noticing Luna)
Oh, hey there. What's their nane?

ELAI NE
Her name's Luna.

DAVI D
(scratching under Luna's chin)
Hey there. |'m Davi d.

El ai ne di sappears into her bedroom

ELAI NE
Sorry! Just a second!

DAVI D
(To Luna)
So, have any advice for nme?

El ai ne returns.

ELAI NE
Sorry about that. Do you want anything? To drink,
| mean.

DAVI D
' mgood wth whatever. Coke, if you have sone.
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ELAI NE

(j oki ng)
You' ve conme to the wong house for that, mster

DAVI D

(Pl ayi ng al ong)

Whoops! Wong apartnent! | thought you were ny
deal er.

El ai ne di sappears into the kitchen.

ELAI NE
(of f st age)
Diet or regular?

DAVI D
Do you get nore or less high fromdiet?

ELAI NE
(of f st age)
The sane. Bu you won't get fat taking diet.

Davi d | aughs.

DAVI D

(Still joking)

That's horrible. W're going to hell for that
one.

El aine enters with two cans of soda. She's nortifi ed.

ELAI NE
|"mso sorry. |-

DAVI D
| m ki ddi ng! You're fine.

El ai ne rel axes.

ELAI NE
l"'msorry, | was just... | don't know.

She sits on the couch and hands himthe soda.

ELAI NE
So what are we doi ng agai n?

DAVI D
Alright. After a few dates, | have every girl |'m
seeing go through a test.
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ELAI NE
Uh. ..

DAVI D
It's not anything weird! | promse. It's just...

David reaches into his bag and pulls out a DVD case.

ELAI NE
I s that Psycho?

DAVI D
Yes.

ELAI NE
Your test is Psycho?

DAVI D
Yes.

ELAI NE
(teasi ng)
...Are you trying to tell ne sonething?

DAVI D

Psycho is a masterpiece! If agirl I like |likes
Psycho, then I know for sure that we share the
sane tastes.

ELAI NE
And how many girls have passed your "test."

DAVI D
Vell. Un

Beat .

ELAI NE
I"mthe first one you're showing this to, huh?

DAVI D
You caught ne.

They | augh.

ELAI NE
Alright. 1'Il take your little test.

David sets up the DVD
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ELAI NE
|"ve already seen it though.

DAVI D
VWhat ?!

ELAI NE
(1 aughi ng)
Everyone has seen Psycho.

DAVI D
And? Thought s?

El aine smrks at him

ELAI NE
You'll have to find out after it's over.

David sits back on the couch

DAVI D
Fine. Worth the wait.

El aine turns out the light. The couple are lit by the
TV. The novie begins. Lights fade out. Tine passes.

Li ghts fade back in. It's now the mddle of the novie.
El ai ne has a bl anket and David a bag of

i nstant-popcorn. Luna is still on top of the couch. The
scene is Norman and Marian eating together in the

parl or.

El aine and David sit silently, watching the film

LUNA
Do you think he noticed?

Davi d doesn't react. He can't hear Luna.

LUNA

Your face, | nmean. Do you think he noticed your
face? He didn't say anything, but he had to have
noti ced.

Beat .

LUNA
You were crying for, what? An hour before he got
here?

El ai ne takes a cl eansing breath. Her eyes are fixed on
t he screen.



LUNA

| hope he noticed how remarkable | am

He's a

bit out of ny denographic, but you never know.

A few nmonents of silence.

LUNA
He said he |iked you.

El aine |l ets out a choked gasp.

DAVI D
You al right?

Luna | aughs.

ELAI NE
Sorry. Swal | owed down the wong pipe,
down the wong... sorry.

Davi d gets up.

DAVI D
Need wat er?

ELAI NE
|"'mfine! Sorry.

David sits back down.

DAVI D
You say "sorry" a lot.

LUNA
Tell me about it.

ELAI NE
Force of habit. Sorry.

(David and Luna together:)

DAVI D
/1l There it is again.

LUNA
/1l There it is again.

El ai ne and David stare at each other for a nonent,

or breat hed

awkwar dly go back to watching the novie.

A few nmore nonents of silence.

15.

t hen



LUNA
Ni ce goi ng.

El ai ne breathes in through her nose, trying to regain
her conposure. David noti ces.

DAVI D

El ai ne? Are you...

Beat .

DAVI D

Oh no I- | shouldn't have picked this novie.

El ai ne hides her face in the bl anket.

ELAI NE
' m fine.

DAVI D
You're... | can tell that you're...

Davi d pauses the novie.

DAVI D
Are you alright?

LUNA
What a waste of an evening.

DAVI D
Your Momjust... | should have-

ELAI NE
I[t's fine.

LUNA
He was such a nice guy.

DAVI D
Are you sure? | can tell something is wong.

LUNA
And you had to go and ness it all up.

El ai ne appears fromunder the blanket. Her face is beet
red and spl otchy.



ELAI NE

(yel l'ing)
It's finel!

Silence. Elaine is beginning to hyperventilate. David
stares at her.

ELAI NE
"' m sorry.

DAVI D
VWhat ?

ELAI NE
Maybe you shoul d go.

DAVI D
El ai ne, are you-?

ELAI NE
Pl ease go!

El ai ne hides her face in the blanket. David stands up,
turn on the light, and turns off the TW.

DAVI D
El ai ne?

She doesn't | ook up fromthe bl anket.

DAVI D
Goodni ght .

David | eaves through the front door. Silence.
Luna chuckl es and | eaps onto the couch next to El aine.

LUNA

Ni ce goi ng.

Beat .

LUNA

Well, we're never going to see himagain. It was

nice while it |asted, at |east.

El ai ne peeks out fromthe blanket. She's crying.

17.



LUNA

You just had to freak out, didn't you. She died
nmont hs ago, normal people would have gotten over
it already.

Beat .

LUNA
Unless... This isn't about your nonf

Beat .

LUNA
So you freaked out for nothing. Nice.

ELAI NE
It wasn't nothing.

LUNA
Sure seened like it to ne.

ELAI NE
Wiy do | do this to nyself?

El ai ne buries her face again.
Beat .

LUNA
You m ssed our weekly livestreamfor that.
Perfectly good noney thrown out the w ndow

because you couldn't behave |ike a nornmal person.

ELAI NE
On shut up.

Luna chuckl es.

LUNA
' mjust saying what you're thinking.

ELAI NE
Shut up.

LUNA

We coul d have nmade sonmeone's day better. Made
soneone smle. Made sone noney. But you had to
waste the evening crying and scaring away a guy
who was gullible enough to actually Iike you.

El ai ne throws the bl anket off of herself.

18.
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ELAI NE
Shut up! You don't nean as nmuch to people as you
think you do! Sure, they' Il |ook at your stupid

feed and smle for two seconds, but once they put
t heir phone away, you di sappear!

But not to ne. | get to ook at you 24/7. And
what they don't know is that behind that cute
face is fucking poison! If any of themcane in
contact with you for nore than five seconds, if
any of thempaid attention, they woul d experience
what you do to ne every day. Every tine | do
sonet hing wong, you're right there to rub it in.
And between every spare second of silence, you're
right there, ready to remind ne that | don't just
do wong things, | am w ong.

You want to know why | told David to | eave?!
Because now | ' m poi son too! Because if Danielle
or David actually got to know ne, they would find
out that you're fucking right!

You happy?! You're fucking right! |I agree with
every fucking word that conmes out of your nouth!
' mlazy, and neurotic, and | amso unreliable I
can't so nmuch as run the social nedia account of
a fucking cat! | hate nysel f!

El ai ne takes the bl anket and throws it on top of Luna.
She presses her entire weight down as Luna struggl es.
Luna gradual | y stops novi ng.

As soon as she's sure Luna has conpl etely stopped,
Elaine slowy lets go and stares. As she | eans back
away from the bl anket, she notices that she's bl eeding.
On her wist are large cuts, larger than what could be
caused by a cat.

She stares silently.

Luna appears from behind the couch, |eaping onto the

top. El aine sees her, and renoves the bl anket fromthe
couch. There is no Luna underneath the bl anket.

LUNA
Maybe we should call the hospital.

El aine stares at her wist as the |lights fade.

SCENE 3

El aine sits on the floor against the couch. Her armis
wr apped in a bandage. She's wearing a hospital
wri stband on her uninjured arm Luna is not there.

A knock at the door.
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ELAI NE
Come in.

Dani el | e opens the door, peeking inside.

DANI ELLE
El ai ne?

ELAI NE
Yeah?

El ai ne | ooks up at Danielle, and bursts into tears.
Dani el l e rushes to her side and hugs her.

DANI ELLE

Are you alright? I nean... Oh god, that's
probably the worst thing | could say right now,
isn't it?

ELAI NE
It's alright.

DANI ELLE
No it's not.

Danielle | ooks at Elaine's arm Sil ence.

ELAI NE
"' msorry.

DANI ELLE
El ...

Dani el | e hugs El ai ne.

DANI ELLE
You have nothing to be sorry about.

ELAI NE
| made you and Dad worry.

DANI ELLE
You didn't "make us" anything. W're worried
because we | ove you.

ELAI NE
(rmuttering)
You shoul dn't.



DANI ELLE
VWhat ?

El ai ne takes a breath.

ELAI NE

| don't know what's wong with ne. ... Don't
deserve to be | oved.

Beat .

ELAI NE

Al'l 1 can think about is how nuch | hate nyself.
DANI ELLE

You know t hat doesn't nmake sense, right? For you
to hate yourself? There is nothing about you that
you shoul d hate yourself for

ELAI NE

| know that. Logically |I know that. But it
doesn't matter how nmuch ny thoughts don't make
sense. What matters is how | feel. That's ny
reality. And | feel like |I hate nyself.

Dani el | e hugs El ai ne.

DANI ELLE
Knowi ng that you shouldn't feel that way is a
start, | guess.

They sit together for a few nonments.

ELAI NE
| talked to Dad while | was in the hospital.

DANI ELLE
Yeah?

ELAI NE
He said that | rem nded himof Mdm She used to
feel this way too sonetines.

DANI ELLE
| never knew.

ELAI NE
Me neither.

Beat .

21.



ELAI NE
He told me sone ways he hel ped Mom cope. And he's
sendi ng sonme books that hel ped her.

DANI ELLE
That ' s good.

Beat .

ELAI NE
Coul d you. ..

El aine tears up. She pulls away from Daniell e.

DANI ELLE
VWhat is it?

El aine can't | ook at her sister. She cries.

ELAI NE
| want you to know how nmuch | hate nyself for
asking this...

Beat .

ELAI NE
Coul d you call Dad and get sone advice on how
to... help me? Wen things get bad.

DANI ELLE
OCh ny god El, of course!

Dani el | e hugs El ai ne.

ELAI NE
"' msorry.

DANI ELLE
Don't say |I'msorry. You've done nothing wong.
Say "thank you."

ELAI NE
Thank you.

El ai ne hugs Dani el l e back. They hold each other for a
m nut e before El aine pulls back.

ELAI NE
(1 aughi ng)
My nose. ..
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El ai ne reaches to the tissue box, grabs a tissue, and
bl ows her nose.

DANI ELLE
Are you hungry? What do you have that | can nake?

ELAI NE
You don't need to..

Danielle smles at El aine.

ELAI NE
Past a?

DANI ELLE
Pasta it is.

Dani el I e hugs her sister before getting up and wal ki ng
to the kitchen offstage.

El aine sits in silence and sm | es.

Luna appears from behind the couch, junping onto the

t op.

LUNA
Maki ng your sister do your dirty work, are we?

El ai ne doesn't respond.
Luna junps onto the couch and sits over Elaine's
shoul der.

LUNA
Still as lazy as ever. Even took a trip to the
hospital and you won't wake up and change.

ELAI NE
I"mnot l[azy. |'m sick.

LUNA

You don't have the flu. You' re physically capable
of getting up, walking into the kitchen, and
getting yourself food.

ELAI NE
What about enotionally?

LUNA
(chuckl es)
What ?
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ELAI NE
Am | enotionally able to get up, walk into the
kitchen, and get nyself sonme food?

LUNA
Yes. You know you are.

ELAI NE
May be.

She turns away from Luna.

ELAI NE
There's nothing wong with asking for help.

Beat .

ELAI NE
| can't nmake you stop tal king. But |I'm done
blindly believing everything you say.

LUNA
Even when what |'msaying is true?

ELAI NE
You lie nore often than not. We both know t hat.

LUNA
But do you feel like I"'mlying to you?

Beat .

ELAI NE
No.

Li ghts fade.

End of play.
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