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| NT. BACK OFFI CE, HOTEL CHI CORY - 1903

Cold Open: Sitting at a desk is ALEKSI LAKSO (60s, white-grey
hair, hardened features, dressed in business suit) in
backroom hotel office. Pictures and decorations show | unber

i ndustry and north woods. There is a knock on the door.

ALEXSI
Yes, enter.

FRONT DESK CLERK
openi ng door
M. Lakso, there's a nman to see you.

ALEXSI
Yes, show himin.

CUSTOVER (wel | -dressed business man in his 50s) enters and
wait for FRONT DESK CLERK to cl ose door

| brought the anount we di scussed.
handi ng ALEXSI a BAG

ALEXSI
Excellent. | trust | won't have to
count it?

CUSTOVER
No, sir.

ALEXSI
Well, Aaf and I know where to find
you if there's a problem

beat
Very well. 1"l meet you out back in
five mnutes.
CUSTOVER
Thank you, sir.
exits
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ALEXSI wal ks to corner of office where a statue of the town
founder sits on a pedestal. He noves little ax in statue's
hands and the bookcase next to himshifts to reveal a dimy-
it stairway | eading into the basenment. ALEXSI rapidly
descends st eps.

| NT. BASEMENT ALCOVE - SECONDS LATER

ALEXSI energes into small w ndow ess roomwith a | ow ceiling.
ALEXSI renoves keys from pocket, opens a heavily-fortified
door, and enters a |large room

| NT. BASEMENT JAI LHOUSE - CONTI NUOUSLY

Along the walls are jail cells containing girls in their
teens. OLAF (20s, male, nuscular) sits on a chair outside the
cells.

ALEXSI

A af, we'll need nunber 4.
OLAF

Alright, then. I'll get her suitcase.
ALEXSI

to a GRL (about 16, long hair, torn dress, burns on her
I egs) in one of the cells

Today's your checkout day. We hope you
keep your new enpl oyer happy. Renenber
what happens to girls who don't.

A RL
But please, | just want to go hone!
Pl ease! Pl ease! Nooooo!!

ALEXSI puts CANVAS BAG over G RL'S head and she stops crying
abruptly.

Titl e sequence
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I NT. HENRY'S SHOP - DAY

A |l ate sumrer's day. HENRY LAKSO (50-sonething, | unpy,
bal di ng, poorly-shaven) sits behind a sparse display case in
hi s shabby nusic store tal king on phone. M KA LAKSO (Henry's
13-year old son, acne, pudgy, poorly grooned) in background
trying to play a banged up guitar. No custoners in store.

HENRY
Look, I know it's been 14 days, but
"' mjust having sone cashfl ow i ssues
right now. |I'mexpecting things to
turn around soon.

Looks at PHONE screen.

Say-say Bill, I"'mgoing to need to
call you back. Yeah... it's ny nom

Pushes button on PHONE

H, Mom Wat's up?

INT./EXT. DORIS' S CAR ON CITY STREET - DAY

Driving erratically, DORIS LAKSO (Henry's nother: early 80s,
once confident, now confused.) On street of

DORI S
Henry, | seemto be alittle lost. |
wanted to over to this new craft shop
Margie told me about to get a pattern
for sonme larger mttens for M ke,
since last winter | noticed he wasn't
wear i ng any, maybe because he's
getting so big and all, and it was so
col d. ..

HENRY (O S.)
Mom you know Dr. Sonstadt said you
should restrict your driving to just
t he places you know well, |ike the
grocery and the drug store.

DORI S
| know, but Margie said this store is
really sonmething and she had this
coupon. ..
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HENRY (O.S.)
Mom where are you?

DORI S
Well, that's the thing. | took a right
on the road by Maxwell's and..

Looki ng around, drives through intersection with red |ight
and is hit very violently by large vehicle com ng at her from
driver's side. Blur of glass, netal and fire.

| NT. HOSPI TAL WAI TI NG ROOM - AN HOUR LATER

HENRY and M KA standi ng. CANDY LAKSO enters. (Henry's w fe:
Early 30s, attractive and well-dressed, but shallow and sel f-
centered.)

HENRY

Hey. Thanks for com ng down.
CANDY

Well, | was on break.
HENRY

Doctor says lots of internal bl eeding.
Probably won't nake it. Want to see
her ?

M KA nods.

CANDY
| guess...

| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM - M NUTES LATER

HENRY st andi ng over DORI'S, who is connected to various
moni tors but | ooks confortable. CANDY and M KA in background.

HENRY
Mom | just...
DORI S
| know, dear. It's just ny tine,

guess.
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HENRY

Mom | just wanna say. ..

DORI S
Henry, Listen. | know your |ife hasn't
been very easy or happy. But if |
don't make it out of here, | want you

to have sonething that's in the bottom
of ny dresser. It was your father's.

He probably forgot about it. He'd
probably want it destroyed if he were

still alive, but | think enough years
have passed and maybe it'll give you a
new start. | don't know.

HENRY
CK, thanks.

Ki sses DORI S on forehead.

INT. DORIS'S KITCHEN - A WEEK LATER

CANDY and M KA in formal clothes, standing. Piles of dirty
di shes, papers, etc., clutter the counters.

CANDY
VWll, it was a nice service. But |
wonder how much they charged? Those
flowers. ..

M KA

Looking in cabinets and refrigerator.
Man, | could use sonmething to eat.
CANDY
Looki ng in cabinets, winkling nose.

| know. That chicken sal ad was, |ike,
eVWWV.

HENRY enters w th PAPERS.

M KA
Dad, did you find it?
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HENRY

Readi ng and fli ppi ng pages.

| think so.

CANDY
Is it noney? We coul d use nore of
t hat .

HENRY

Looks |i ke a deed to sone | and up
in... Anola -- where ny dad's famly

was from
M KA
Weird. How many... yards?
HENRY
Acres. Looks |i ke about 30.
CANDY
Is that a | ot? Because it would be
nice if we could sell it, you know,

for the cash. O at |east sell off the
trees and m nerals or whatever...

HENRY
Anyone feel |ike going up to | ook at
it this weekend?

CANDY
|"ve got the day shift Saturday.

M KA
Yeah, 1'd be up for it.

HENRY
Tentatively pats M KA on shoul der.

G eat !

| NT. / EXT. HENRY' S TRUCK ON TWO- LANE ROAD - NEXT MORNI NG
HENRY and M KA driving on nostly flat land scattered with

nmodest hones and smal |l wooded areas. Exterior shot shows them
in older van with "Quality Misic" on side.
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M KA
So what's the deal ? Wiy did grandma
keep this land? | nean, you guys
haven't even been here. And it's
actually in grandpa's hone town? So

wei rd.

HENRY
Yeah, well, I'"'mnot so sure nyself. |
do know that your grandpa's famly
was, "colorful", so to speak.

M KA
What do you nmean?

HENRY
Well, grandma said sonet hing about his

famly being involved in, sort of,
illegal stuff | guess.

M KA
You nean |ike, what? Drugs?

HENRY
No, nothing like that. Probably, you
know, just like, | don't know...
boot | eggi ng?

M KA
Huh?
HENRY
You know, selling al cohol when it was
illegal.
HENRY
Ch, XK

I NT. / EXT. HENRY'S TRUCK, LAONA - A COUPLE HOURS LATER

HENRY and M KA are driving down nmain drag of small northern
town of about 1,000. A couple shuttered businesses, but also
some new ones. The only cars parked on the street are in
front of the many taverns. The foundation remaining froma

| arge building on the corner is overgrown wth weeds.

M KA
This is the town?
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HENRY

Yep.
M KA
What do peopl e do here?
HENRY
"Live", | guess. This area used to be

known for lunbering. Back in the early
1900s, wood from here built houses as

far away as Chi cago.

M KA
So what happened?

HENRY

Well, all the old-growth tinber was
cut down. The only way they coul d make
aliving was a plant new trees and
wait. And nost didn't want to | guess.

M KA

Wiy did grandpa's famly live here?

HENRY

| don't know much about it, but I
guess his father noved here from
Finland and raised the famly here.

They turn and drive past a high school
wel | - kept.

HENRY

and library that's

Not a bad | ooki ng school and library.
Sone civilization up here, anyway.

M KA

School ? G vilization? \Watever.

A beat. Then puts hands on side of head and then | ooks at

HENRY.
What ?
HENRY
| didn't say anything, buddy.
M KA
Wel |, soneone did.
ad Gowh
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HENRY
What did they say?
M KA
"No one will |ike you."
HENRY
Hmm .. well, | certainly wouldn't say

t hat .

EXT. RESORT - A FEW M NUTES LATER

HENRY and M KA turn again on to side road and drive through
trees until they cone out to a clearing in front of a | ake
and the tunbl e-down remains of an old 1920s resort.

M KA
Whoa... But you said acres. | thought
it was a farnf

HENRY
Me too... But the soil up here isn't

t hat good for farm ng, so..

HENRY and M KA stop and get out of truck. There's a big
building and little cabins extending out along the shore.

HENRY
Ww, an old resort.

HENRY and M KA wal k toward the main building. The wi ndows are
boarded up and parts of the roof are caved in, but the
building is in otherw se decent shape.

HENRY
Thi s woul d have been the restaurant
and office | guess.

M KA
But | thought this was, |ike, a |unber
t own?

HENRY
VWll it would have been until that

i ndustry died out. Then | suppose they
switched to tourism
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M KA
You think sonmeone is living here? |
nmean, look at the tire tracks and all
t he garbage over there.

HENRY
Don't know.

A d truck cones down driveway and stops close to HENRY and
M KA. VENDELL rolls down w ndow.

VENDEL L
G eet i ngs!

Ext endi ng hand out w ndow.

VWl cone to the beautiful environs of
Anol al

HENRY and M KA step forward.

HENRY
Ah, thanks. I'mHenry Lakso. This is
my son, M ke.
Shaki ng hands.
VENDEL L
The nane's Wendel | .
HENRY
Well, we just inherited this |and.
VENDEL L

| know. We've been wondering when
you' d show up.

HENRY
Real | y?

VENDEL L
Nah. Just saw your truck from across
t he | ake.

Poi nti ng.

My place is over there.
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But you're Alexi's great grandson,

right?
HENRY
Uh, yeah. How d you know?
V\ENDEL L
Well, atow |ike this keeps tabs on

stuff |ike that.

HENRY
| see.
VENDEL L
Well, you might run into diff.
HENRY
Who's that?
VENDEL L
Oh, just a local who likes to cone
around. Well, best of luck to you!

Pulls away in truck and drives back up road.

I NT. HENRY'S SHOP - NEXT DAY

HENRY on phone. M KA trying to play old banjo.

HENRY
Evict me? No, you can't do that. |
said | can get the noney. |'mjust...

give ne a couple nore days, OK?
Hangs up

W're going to lose the store. | don't
know what |'m going to do.

M KA
Dad, maybe it's a sign

HENRY
What's a sign?! My inability to
succeed at anythi ng?

M KA
No. That we shoul d nove.
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HENRY
VWher e?

M KA
You know, to Anol a.

13 | NT. HENRY AND CANDY' S KI TCHEN - THAT EVENI NG
HENRY, CANDY and M KA at di nner tabl e.

M KA
And the lake is really clear, Mom W
could get a boat and..

CANDY
And what? Fi sh? Those things are
gross. | still say we sell it. Lake-
front property? | bet we could nmake a
killing.

M KA grabs side of head again and | ooks confused.

HENRY
Well, Candy, here's the thing. The
store... it's not doing so well and..
CANDY

What ? You want to give up on it just
like you did on the little nusic
school and hi gh school teaching and

the jazz whatever-you-call-it...

HENRY
Conservatory. And no, | didn't give up
those, | failed. | flunked out of the

conservatory, was fired from high
school and went bankrupt with the
nmusi ¢ school

CANDY
Well, you did succeed at one thing --
you got nme from your high schoo
cl ass.

HENRY

Yes | did. But listen: Maybe we should
t hi nk about selling everything and
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nmoving up to Anola. W could start
fresh and. ..

CANDY
To Anol al ? Some dunp up north!? Forget
it. You can | eave ne out of it.

Standing up fromtable.

|"mgoing to go get ready because |I'm
going to the novies with Cel este. You
two can do the dishes.

CANDY wal ks upstairs indignantly. HENRY wites sonething on a
pi ece of paper and hands it to M KA who reads it, nods, and
places it on table. They get up and grab their coats, go out
to the garage and quietly | oad canpi ng equi pnent into car.
They get into car and slowy back out of the garage. CANDY

| ooks out w ndow and sm rKks.
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14.

EXT. RESORT - NEXT MORNI NG

Tent pitched next to resort office. HENRY hunched over fire
with grill and coffee pot. M KA unzips tent and steps out,
rubbi ng eyes and yawni ng.

HENRY
Hungry?
M KA
Yeah.
HENRY
Well, 1'l'l get sone oatneal together.

poi nts to out house
| put sone toilet paper in the Biffy.

M KA
Bi ffy?

HENRY
The crapper.

M KA nods and wal ks towards the resort office while HENRY
pul I s out nore supplies.

| NT. RESORT OFFI CE - A COUPLE M NUTES LATER
M KA enters and wal ks through the roons -- front room hall,

di ning room kitchen. Sees bed and clothing, along with
bottl es and ot her garbage in back part of Kkitchen.

EXT. RESORT - CONTI NUOUS
M KA energes fromresort office.

HENRY
Anyt hing interesting?
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M KA
It's weird. Looks |ike maybe soneone
was living in there at sonme point. A
bed, bl ankets...

HENRY
Hhm . .

handi ng M KA BOAL of oat neal
Yeah, | saw sim |l ar signs when
| ooked in a couple of the cabins
earlier this norning.
M KA

crouchi ng down next to fire and eating

Dad, you think Momw || care that we
| eft without her?

HENRY

It's hard to know what Mom cares about

t hese days.

M KA

Dad, you know how she said she was out

with Celeste | ast Saturday? | heard

her when she came home and it was rea
|ate and | | ooked out the wi ndow and a

guy was at the wheel ..
HENRY
si ghs
Yeah. ..
a beat

But what do you say we | ook around
sonme nore and then drive into town?
tell ya, this place has sone
potential. | mean, it |ooks pretty
rough, but the bones are intact. The
power's been upgraded and the furnace
isn't even that old. The kitchen
appl i ances are serviceable..
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16.

M KA
Yeah, Dad. This is pretty cool.

sm | es and stands up

|"mgoing to wal k up the shore and
check stuff out.

| NT. / EXT. HENRY'S TRUCK - AN HOUR LATER

HENRY and M KA driving. They see sign "Tourist Ofice" and
little building attached to |arger souvenir shop.

HENRY
Let's see what they can tell us.

pul ling into parking | ot

I NT. TOURI ST OFFI CE - M NUTES LATER

HENRY and M KA enter. TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST behi nd counter.
Wman in 70s, well put together.

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Good nor ni ng.

HENRY
Well, hello. W're newto town and
just thought we'd stop in and kind of
get our bearings.

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Well, great. Are you here for a few
days, or...

HENRY
No, we, well... we own sone property.
Actually, the old resort out on
Bri nspar Road... on Del co Lake.

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Ahhh... You nean the old Revere Resort
and Supper C ub. Has been out of
busi ness for, oh, twenty-sone years
|'"d say. Did you just buy it?
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HENRY
No, | inherited it fromny nother.

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
The Laksos?

HENRY
Yes, I'mHenry and this is ny son,
M ka.

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST | ooks startled, but then tries to
mai nt ai n conposure.

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Well, I"'mEthel Zinkle. I've |lived
here 72 years.

HENRY
Well, pleasure to neet you

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Ah, well... what are you planning to
do with the property?

HENRY
| aughs
VWll, not exactly sure just yet.

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Well, so, what do you know about
Anol a?

HENRY
Not rmuch, I"'mafraid. My father's
famly was fromhere, and --

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Oh, | knew your father and your
grandfather... Although I'ma bit too
young to have known your great
grandf at her, Al exi. Anyway, Anola was
pretty nmuch built so-to-speak, on
lunmber. I"'mafraid it's fallen a bit
fromits hey day. Fire destroyed nuch
of the main street back in the 1920s.
That included your great grandfather's
hotel, you know.
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18.

HENRY
Wait, nmy famly had a hotel before the
resort?

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Ch yes. Your great grandfather and
grandfather built the resort after the
fire.

M KA
VWhat caused the fire?

TOURI ST OFFI CE HOST
Well, no one's quite sure, but there
were runors... |'msure you know nore
about it than | do. Anyway, here are
sone panphlets and sone maps that
m ght help you get around and get to
know t he areas.

HENRY
Wel |, thank you.

HENRY and M KA exit.

EXT. TOURI ST OFFI CE PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS
M KA
Dad, that was kind of weird -- what
she said about us knowi ng. \Wat el se
do we know?

HENRY
| don't know.

| ooki ng at phone
Hm .. it's the nortgage conpany.
They' ve been calling all week. |
better take this.

pushi ng button
Hel | 0? Yes, that's ne.

beat

VWhat ? No. ..
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beat
But we've been nmeking paynments...?
beat
What ?
beat
No, this is sone sort of m stake. Can
| call back in a bit? OK thanks.
hangi ng up

M KA
VWhat was t hat about?

HENRY
They said their foreclosing for non-
paynent of three nonths and we have
ten days to vacate.

di al i ng phone and waiting for voice mail nessage

Candy, it's me. Can you call back as
soon as you get this? Thanks.

hangi ng up

M KA
Dad this is scary.

HENRY
| know, buddy. But we'll figure it
out. OK, let's swng up to the high
school and have a | ook around.

M KA
K

EXT. H GH SCHOOL PARKI NG LOT - M NUTES LATER

HENRY and M KA get out of truck and wal k toward school
entrance.
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21 INT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - M NUTES LATER

HENRY and M KA wal k down deserted hallway. They hear a
saxophone practicing. They follow the sound to a door narked
"Music Room" HENRY | ooks in the w ndow and then turns to

M KA. Musi c stops.

HENRY
Looks like she's giving a | esson --
getting the kids ready for the school
year. | renmenber those days.

M KA
What are we doi ng here?

HENRY
|"d just like to introduce nyself to
t he band director.

door opens and student exits. BAND DI RECTOR (fenal e, m d-40s,
attractive but coldly professional) cones out into hallway.

BAND DI RECTOR
Hello. Can | help you find sonething?

HENRY
Actually, uh... I'mHenry Lakso.
used to be a nmusic teacher nyself, so
| thought 1'd introduce nyself.

BAND DI RECTOR

| see. Well, I'm Susan Fondum Are
you... new to town then?

HENRY
Well, we just inherited sone |and, so

we're in town to | ook around.

BAND DI RECTOR
Oh. So where did you teach nusic?

HENRY
Well, it's been a few years, but back
in Knoddl e Lake. | have a nusic store
now -- sell band supplies and repair
i nstrunments, tune pianos -- you nane
it. Ch, and have worked as a high
school substitute too.
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BAND DI RECTOR
Well, we have a contract with
Ganmbini's down in Angle Bay... But if
you want to get on the sub list,
you'll want to fill out the paperwork
with the office after school starts.
It can take quite a while to get
approved.

HENRY
| understand. Well, thank you.

HENRY and M KA wal k away.

| NT. / EXT. HENRY'S TRUCK ON TWO- LANE ROAD - M NUTES LATER

M KA
Where are we goi ng now?

HENRY
| thought we'd check out this historic
si ght .

handi ng M KA a brochure

M KA
Huh. "Anol a Lunber Canp Museunt' ?

HENRY
Yeah. Could be interesting. You know,
educati onal .

M KA
Geat...

EXT. LUVBER CAMP MJUSEUM - AN HOUR LATER
HENRY and M KA wal ki ng out of nuseum and to parking |ot.
M KA
That was pretty cool. | can't believe

they let 16 year olds work in the
canps. | don't think | could do it.
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HENRY
Yeah, it's a bit nore demandi ng t han
vi deo ganes, eh? Well, let's get

sonmething to eat.

24 EXT. TAVERN PARKI NG LOT - A WH LE LATER

Truck pulls into parking ot of old tavern. Sign in w ndow
says "Live Music."

25 INT. TAVERN - A FEW M NUTES LATER
HENRY and M KA seated at bar and just finishing hanburgers.
BARTENDER sl ouched agai nst back wall. The tavern is dingy and
only a couple other people are there. A small plywood stage
isin the corner with a battered piano.
HENRY
to bartender

Looks |i ke you have live nusic
soneti mes. Ever need a piano player?

BARTENDER
Well, we're gettin' into the slow
season, with tourists and cabin owners
| eaving town, so not right now.

HENRY
OK. Thanks.

pulls out wallet to pay bill and | ooks through bills
to M KA
Looks i ke we're gettin' |low...

puts down sone pills and they get up off the stools
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EXT. TAVERN, | NT. BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS
HENRY and M KA out si de.
HENRY
| ooks at phone
Looks |i ke Mom cal | ed.
di al s

CANDY (O S.)
Yeah.

lying in bed

HENRY

Li sten, Candy. The nortgage conpany

call ed. Haven't you been paying
with the noney fromthe store |
been depositing?

CANDY (O S.)
Wl |, maybe not .

sits up in bed. She's naked, but pulls sheet up to cover

her sel f
HENRY
"Maybe not"? Jesus, Candy. What
mean?
CANDY (O S.)
| mean, | was going to, but |'v

SOME Eemer gency expenses COme up
| ast few nonths.

t hem
've

do you

e had
t he

23.

A naked man, cones up behi nd CANDY and cups her breasts and

starts kissing her neck, but she pushes
HENRY
Expenses? Li ke what ?!
CANDY (O S.)
Wwell, stuff. | mean cl othes and
HENRY
God-dam it, Candy!
ad Gowh
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CANDY (O S.)
X, |I've been neaning to talk to you
and M ka. You see, | have an offer to

wait tables at a friend' s club in
Conner City, so |I've been saving up
for an apartnent and...

HENRY
And you just thought you it would be
no bi g deal to abandon your husband
and son and | et the bank take our
house, is that it?? Wll??

CANDY (O S.)
Well, | didn't think of it that way.

HENRY
No. You didn't think about it at all.
That's your problem Candy. \Wen are
you going to grow up?

CANDY (O S.)
| am grown up! |I'msick of you and
your dunmb schenes, always failing..

M KA puts his hands on the sides of his head and starts
rocki ng back and forth.

HENRY
Schenmes?! It's called trying to put
food on the table -- and it's not

goi ng to happen with your wages.

CANDY (O S.)

Your nomwas right. She told ne..
HENRY

God-dam it, | don't care what she

told you. She's dead. And as far as
| " m concerned, so are you!

CANDY (O S.)
regai ni ng conposure
Well, OK then. But now I've gotta go.
Tonight I'Il be staying at a friend's
house right now 1'Il be back to get

my things in a couple days. Tell M ka
| lTove himand will talk to hi msoon.
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HENRY
Fi nel

HENRY hangs up and tries to cal mdown. MKA is still rocking
back and forth. HENRY puts his armaround M KA and he starts
to cry. HENRY tears up as well. After a bit, HENRY rel eases
M KA.

HENRY
Hey, listen. How about we pick up sone
bait and see if that old | ake has any

fish?

M KA rubs eyes and nods head. They get in truck and drive
of .

EXT. RESORT - 15 M NUTES LATER

Anot her truck is parked outside. HENRY and M KA park. Before
they are barely out of the truck, a shirt-less man with | arge
gut and crooked teeth energes fromthe resort office pointing
arifle at them This is diff, a 70-sonething who is well -
known by the |ocal police.

CLI FF
Just what the hell are you and your
god-dammed tent doin' on ny property?

HENRY and M KA show t heir hands and stop wal ki ng

HENRY
Now, | was just thinking the sane
thing. Ya see, we inherited this.

CLI FF
Nope, | don' think ya did. | own it
free and clear. Now, how 'bout youse
just get in that truck and hit the
road for whatever city ya cone from

HENRY
No, see, | can show you the deed if
you just let ne...
wal ki ng si deways slowy toward truck

CLI FF

fires warning shot in the air
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nk so. Ya see, | won it in

a poker gane 'bout two years ago in an

ice fishin'

poi nting across | ake

shanty over there.

Got it froma guy by the nanme of

Fritz. And

"' mgonna fix this sucker

up real good and reopen it one of

t hese days.

But for now, | just cone

out here when | need to get away from

the girlfri
| aughs, show ng yell

HENRY starts to sm |

end.
ow teeth

e and | augh, but CLIFF fires another shot

in the air and HENRY stops abruptly

CLI FF
It ain't that funny. She's got a | ot

of issues..

HENRY

| see. Well

, I"'mHenry. Henry Lakso.

CLI FF
Lakso? Now there's a nane | ain't run
across in a while. They was a rough
crowd | heard.

HENRY
| don't know, but I'mtelling you, I
own this property and if the two of us

can just. ..

CLI FF

Li ke hel|.

fires another shot i
truck, shattering it

nto air, then another into headlight of

Now pack up that tent and get out!

HENRY and M KA scranble to take down tent and ot her equi pnent

inside and throw it
as fast as they can.

into the back of the truck and drive away
CLIFF fire one last warning shot as the

| eave the parking | ot.

ad Gowh
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HENRY and M KA wal ki ng out of notel.
nor ni ng.

| NT. / EXT. HENRY' S TRUCK - CONTI NUOUS

M KA

Holy shit, Dad! The guy's crazy!
HENRY

| know, | know.
M KA

What are we going to do though? Drive
home toni ght?

HENRY
No. | want to get to the bottom of
this ownership thing while we're still
here. Maybe go to the county court
house tonorrow and | ook up the
property. Who knows, maybe G andma
actually sold it and forgot she did.

M KA
That woul d suck

HENRY
Yes. Yes it would suck, son. But how
about we find a notel and just hole up
for the night? Order in sone pizza,
wat ch a novie. ..

M KA
OK. Sure.

EXT. MOTEL PARKI NG LOT - NEXT MORNI NG

HENRY
K, so the court house is over in
Krunmbut sberg. After we take care of
t hat, how about we drive up the
Scattl ebag Springs and do sone of that
fishing we m ssed out on yesterday?

M KA
Sure. But Dad?
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It's a pl easant,

27.

cl ear



HENRY

Yeah?

M KA
Why hasn't Momcalled ne yet? She said
she woul d.

HENRY

Son, sone people just seemborn to
take on responsibility and | ead
ot hers.

M KA
Yeah?

HENRY
But your nomis not one of them

phone rings and HENRY | ooks at screen
Uh-oh. Qur buil ding owner.

pushi ng phone button

Hey Bill, 1've been nmeaning to call.
beat
Yes, | know.
beat
| know.
beat
| guess we'll have our stuff out by
the 20th then
beat
XK
beat
Bye.
si ghs

Well, that's that | guess.
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M KA
Dad, maybe it's for the best.

HENRY
| hope so.

EXT. COURT HOUSE - SEVERAL HOURS LATER

M KA sl unped agai nst truck, |ooking at his phone. HENRY exits
court house.

M KA
So, what did you find out?

HENRY
Well, not as sinple as |I'd hoped.
Suggested we hire a |l awer to
straighten it out.

M KA
Well, that's good, right?
HENRY
Yeah, all it takes is a little noney.

| ets out big sigh

EXT. STREAM - HOURS LATER

M KA and HENRY wal ki ng out with fishing poles and smles on
their faces.

M KA
Now t hat al nost makes up for getting
shot at yesterday!

HENRY | aughs

| NT. / EXT. HENRY' S TRUCK AND MOTEL - A HALF HOUR LATER

Their truck pulls into parking |ot.
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33 | NT. MOTEL LOBBY - M NUTES LATER
CLERK behi nd front desk as HENRY and M KA wal k in.

CLERK
Oh, M. Lakso, we had a little issue
wi th your transaction.

HENRY
Oh?

approaches desk
CLERK
|"mafraid your credit card was
rejected. Do you have another card |
could try? O herwse, I'll need you to
pay with check or cash

HENRY
Vell, I'm..

M KA
appr oachi ng desk and | ooki ng concer ned

What's goi ng on?

HENRY
to MKA
It's nothing. Probably just an issue
with us being out of our nornal area.
to clerk

We'l|l be back in just a bit to settle
up, OK?

CLERK
Geat. But 1'll need your key cards
until then.

HENRY and M KA put their cards on the desk and begin to exit
| obby.

ad Gowh 05-27-2020



34

35

31.

HENRY
We just need to swing by an ATM and
get sonme cash

| NT. GAS STATION - M NUTES LATER

M KA waiting in truck. HENRY at ATM reading "l nsufficient
funds"” on screen and HENRY | ooki ng very upset. He gives up
and goes up to counter and buys sone sandw ches, drinks and
ot her snacks.

| NT. / EXT HENRY' S TRUCK, GAS STATION LOT - M NUTES LATER

M KA
VWhat are we going to do? You really
only have about $40 in cash on you?

HENRY
Well, | mean, | have other noney. It's
just that it's... tied up in other
things -- inventory for the store,
et c.

M KA
But what are we going to do tonight?
We still haven't paid for |ast night

and our stuff is back at the notel.

HENRY
Fuck!

bangs on steering wheel, his eyes teary with anger

Maybe we shoul d just drive hone. God,
| really ama fuck up...

M KA sits thoughtfully

M KA
OK, Dad. | have a plan.
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EXT. /I NT. MOTEL PARKI NG LOT, MOTEL HALLWAY - HOURS LATER

It's now dark. HENRY backs up pickup truck close to notel
wall. MKA waits by security-1locked door on the side of the
motel until another couple uses their cards to get in. HENRY
foll ows behind them He then goes up to second floor. A
maid' s cart is in the hall and two room doors are open. The
sound of a vacuumis heard comng fromone roomand the TV is
com ng fromanother.. MKA carefully walks up to the cart and
takes a key card froma plastic cup. He wal ks back to their
roomand quietly lets hinself in wwth the key card. M KA
slides open the wi ndow and signals to HENRY before tossing

t heir baggage down.

| NT. / EXT. HENRY' S TRUCK AND STREETS OF TOMN - M NUTES LATER
HENRY and M KA driving through town.

HENRY
But How did you know t he key card
woul d be on the cart?

M KA
Well, it was kind of a hunch, but Aunt
Meg said one tine she accidentally
flushed the card down the toilet when
she worked at the Mdtel 6, so they
told her to always keep it on the

cart.

HENRY
God, | can't believe we are doing
this, but...

M KA

Soneti mes desperate tinmes call for
desperate actions, dad.

HENRY
Well, |I do plan to send them a check
when |'m back and | straighten things
out .

M KA
Sure.
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I NT. TRUCK EXT. PARKING LOT - A FEW M NUTES LATER

They pull into a secluded parking ot next to a church. It's
dark and there are no other cars around.

HENRY
Vll, this will have to do for the
ni ght .
beat
bangs on steering wheel angrily and begins tearing up
Fuck! What have | done with ny life?

It's like I'"'mKing Mdas -- except
everything | touch turns to shit!

M KA
sitting quietly
Well, if it means anything, you' ve
been a great dad -- even when

haven't been the best Kkid.
HENRY r ai ses his head, | ooks at M KA and smniles

HENRY
Thanks, son.

puts arm around M KA

| NT. / EXT. TRUCK AND PARKI NG LOT - NEXT MORNI NG ( SAT.)
HENRY and M KA are sl unped back on pillows in truck cab with
wi ndows cracked. They are awakened by sl anmm ng car doors and
woman knocking on window. This is Estelle -- 50s, attractive
and wel | put together.

HENRY
rolling dowmn w ndow

Yes?
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ESTELLE
|"msorry, but | saw your truck and |
t hought you m ght know someone who
pl ays pi ano.

Exterior shot of van with "Quality Misic" on the side.

HENRY
Vel l, uh..

ESTELLE
You see, ny niece is getting married
but our piano player had an

accident. ..
M KA

Dad, you should do it.
ESTELLE

So you play?
HENRY

well, uh...
M KA

Yes he does. And he's really good.
HENRY

Well, | don't have nmuch to wear...
ESTELLE

Don't worry, I'll find sonmething for

you.

I NT. CHURCH - AN HOUR LATER

Weddi ng party wal king out to weddi ng march. HENRY at pi ano.

| NT. CHURCH - A FEW M NUTES LATER
ESTELLE approaches HENRY and M KA in church | obby.
ESTELLE

Henry, that was just marvel ous! W're
so fortunate to have found you
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HENRY
Vel |, thanks.

The father of the groom approaches

FATHER OF BRI DE

Hey, that was great. W can't thank
you enough. Here's a little extra on

top of what we planned to
ot her person.

handi ng HENRY a wad of bills

HENRY

pay the

Oh, thanks, but | couldn't...

hol di ng up pal m of his hand

M KA
Dad. .

gesturing to HENRY to just take the noney

HENRY
Wel |, thank you.

t aki ng noney

FATHER OF THE B
No, thank you!

patti ng HENRY on shoul der and wal k

ESTELLE

Rl DE

i ng away

Li sten, how about | take you two out

for lunch?

touches M KA on his sleeve affectionately

| bet this boy didn't eve
br eakf ast yet.

HENRY

n had

Sure, that would be really nice.

| NT. RESTAURANT - SHORTLY THEREAFT

ESTELLE, HENRY and M KA at tabl e.

ER

ESTELLE and HENRY have

finished their food, but MKA is still eating.

ad Gowh
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ESTELLE
So you own a nusic store in Gothenf

HENRY
VWll, yes, at least | did.
ESTELLE
You nean...?
HENRY
Vll, I've had issues lately with ny
| ease, so...
ESTELLE
| understand. So you're up here on
busi ness?
HENRY
| aughs
Well, no. Actually, we just inherited

sone | and that has apparently been in
the famly and we were just checking
it out. At least until we discovered a
problemwth it.

ESTELLE
Ch? What ki nd of problen? Septic
syst enf

HENRY

No, but al nost as stinky.
M KA rolls eyes

HENRY
There's a man living on the | and and
claimng he owmns it. W went to the
court house today to | ook up records,
but the clerk said it seened |ike a
pretty conplicated i ssue. Wuld need
to go to court. .

ESTELLE

Well, | mght be able to help. I'man
attorney, you see.
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HENRY
Oh wow, that's.... but I'"'mnot sure we
could pay you right now. My business
is...

ESTELLE
Don't worry about that. Are you handy
around t he house?

M KA
Yes, he's very handy.

ESTELLE
Because | have a bunch of things that
need repair. W can trade.

HENRY
That would be wonderful. | nean, |
can't...

ESTELLE

So where are you staying right now?

HENRY

Uh, yeah. Well, right now we're...

M KA
Sl eeping in our truck.
HENRY
Well no, we're canping.
ESTELLE
Nonsense. | have a lower level with a

wal kout to ny backyard. It's not
fancy, but there are two bedroons and
a bath. You're welconme to stay there
until we get this deed cleaned up for
you.

HENRY
Vwll, | don't know. ..

M KA
That woul d be great!
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ESTELLE
Then it's settl ed.

taking a scrap of paper and pen from her purse and begi nni ng
to wite

| need to pick up sone things at the
store, but you're welcone to go on
over to ny place and get settled in.
The spare key's under the m |k can
next to the door. Here's ny address.
hands paper to HENRY
HENRY
r eadi ng

Orchard Road.

ESTELLE

Yes, just off of Ad 32.
HENRY

Thank you so nmuch Estelle..
ESTELLE

nbn. And your |ast nanme is...?
HENRY

Lakso.
ESTELLE

Looks startled, then regains conposure.

Oh. | see. Well..
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I NT. ESTELLE' S HOUSE - THE NEXT DAY

HENRY i nstalling shelves in kitchen. MKA enters | ooking

groggy.
HENRY
Mor ni ng, sl eepy head. You slept in.
There's cereal in the cupboard there
and cof f ee.
poi nti ng

Hel p yoursel f.

M KA
X

gets out bow and cerea
Were's Estell e?

HENRY
She drove over to the court house to
see about the | and. Shoul d be back by
noon. Think you can help with sone
t hi ngs once you' ve eaten? W need to
cl ean out her gutters and fix sone
downspout s.

M KA
Sur e.

EXT. ESTELLE' S HOUSE - AN COUPLE HOURS LATER

M KA up on | adder cleaning out gutters. HENRY screw ng
t oget her downspouts. ESTELLE enters.

ESTELLE

VWll, look at you two going at it!
Thank you so nmuch for hel ping ne out.
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HENRY
Oh, happy to do so. Wiat did you find
out at the courthouse?

ESTELLE
Well, good news. | got an order
show ng you have clear title to the
property. All's we have to do nowis
get the sheriff to escort us out there
to evict the guy.

HENRY

So we can't just do it ourselves?
ESTELLE

Well, we can, but it's safer if we do

it wwth the sheriff.

HENRY
CGot it.

ESTELLE
| already called the sheriff's
departnent, but they're too busy
t oday.

HENRY
Oh, that's fine. Got plenty to keep us
busy around here today anyway.

ESTELLE
Well, I was thinking we could go up to
Campbel l's in Lake Forrest this
evening so you can see a real north
wood supper cl ub.

HENRY
That woul d fun. What do you think
M ka?

M KA
Uh, sure... But what's a "supper
club"? Do you have to be a nenber?

ESTELLE
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No. It's just what they call a sort of
"fancy" restaurant in these parts --
at | east, ones that used to starting
in the 20s and up through the 70s.
Fam lies would get dressed up and
drive up for an evening of dinner,
danci ng. They've nostly died out, but
a few remain. Canpbell's has been
around since the 40s.

| NT. SUPPER CLUB - THAT EVEN NG

Restaurant with knotty pine paneling. Swing nusic playing the
background. ESTELLE, HENRY and M KA sitting around table. IOn
the center is arelish tray with pickles, olives, fresh
veget abl es and candi ed apple slices, along with a bread and
cracker basket and cheese spread. M KA eagerly feeding

hi msel f. ESTELLE and HENRY bot h have brandy ol d-fashi oned

gl asses and the remains of salads in front of them

ESTELLE
Vell, | want to thank you so much for
all your work today. I'mafraid |'ve

l et things go since George died.
HENRY
No problem Happy to try to repay you
for what you've done for us so far.
SERVER enters carrying pl ates.

SERVER
K, here we go. The surf and turf.

passing plate to ESTELLE
And the prine rib.
passi ng plate to HENRY
And the fish fry.

passing plate to M KA and starting to clear plates
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| NT. RESORT GRAND ROOM - CONTI NUOUSLY

CLI FF huddl ed near fire in fireplace, nmunbling to hinself in
i n deci pherabl e | anguage. He is dirty and di shevel ed. There
are the remains of his dinner around him-- bean cans, etc.
He is holding two dolls nmade out of sticks and ot her
vegetation. He holds one out to the flanmes and starts it on
fire and then tosses it in and |aughs. Then does the sane to
t he second one and | aughs harder.

| NT. BEDROOM - FLASH BACK TO EARLY 1900S

Partially dressed DIRTY MAN is on top of young feral e body
dressed in rags and is thrusting roughly in copulation. Hs
smling dirty face wwth crooked teeth is visible but not the
face of the other person. DI RTY MAN | aughs manically. Camera

pans to face of other body and it is face of a dead and
partial | y-deconposed wonan.

| NT. SUPPER CLUB - CONTI NUOUSLY
HENRY, ESTELLE and M KA are finishing their neals.
HENRY
hol di ng stomach in satisfaction and smling
Mmm .. now that's a neal.
to M KA
How was your fish fry, son?

M KA
Not bad. But a little fishy.

ESTELLE
It's kind of past season, so maybe not
as fresh as earlier in the year.

turns to HENRY
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Henry, you know, your famly -- the
Laksos -- was known for their, uh..
colorful exploits around here.

HENRY
So |'ve heard.
ESTELLE
now nore seri ous
Well, you may not know everyt hi ng.

It's not all good.

HENRY
| see. I"'mafraid | don't know nmuch of
anything. My father was pretty tight-
i pped about his famly. Everything I
know has been pieced together froma
coupl e cousi ns.

ESTELLE
now bri ght eni ng
Well, I wouldn't worry too nuch about
it. People do nove on -- even in a

smal|l place |ike this. Tonorrow, we'll
drive out to your place with the
sheriff and get you settled in.

EXT. RESORT - NEXT MORNI NG

CLIFF's truck is parked outside resort office. SERI FF' s car
pul I s up and parks, followed by HENRY's truck carryi ng HENRY
M KA and ESTELLE, which parks on incline next to |ake.

I NT. HENRY'S TRUCK - CONTI NUCUS

HENRY | eaves nmanual -transm ssion truck in gear, but turns off
engi ne and doesn't engage parking brake. They all stay in
HENRY's truck. MKA is in the mddle. SHERI FF exits his car
carrying paperwork and knocks on door. CLIFF appears at door.
SHERI FF says sonet hing i naudi ble to CLI FF and hands him
papers.
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HENRY
| just hope he | eaves peacefully.

CLI FF and SHERI FF engage in nore inaudi bl e dial ogue, with
CLI FF growi ng nore agitated.

HENRY
reaching for door latch and starting to get out
Maybe | can talk to him

M KA
Dad, no!

EXT. RESORT - CONTI NUOUS
HENRY
begins to walk slowy toward CLI FF and SHERI FF

Hey, there. Now, we don't want any
troubl e.

CLI FF

suddenly reaches back into doorway and pulls out rifle and
points it at HENRY. SHERI FF ducks around corner of office.

You get the hell off my property!

I NT. HENRY'S TRUCK - CONTI NUCUS

M KA
Dad!

trying to get out drivers' side door, bunping stick shift

into neutral, and causing truck to begin rolling downhil
t owar ds | ake

EXT. RESORT - CONTI NUQUS

HENRY sees truck rolling and freezes. CLIFF fires and HENRY
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falls to ground. CLIFF ainms at HENRY's truck shoots out

wi ndshi el d. SHERI FF pops up from around corner and shoots
CLIFF just as truck splashes into |lake with M KA and ESTELLE
scream ng.

| NT. DARK HALLWAY OF HOSPI TAL - THAT EVENI NG
ESTELLE and M KA | ooki ng di shevel ed and tal king inaudibly to
NURSE out si de hospital room DOCTOR exits room and says

sonet hi ng i naudi ble to ESTELLE and M KA, who both respond in
shocked manner.

I NT. HOSPI TAL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

ESTELLE and M KA enter. HENRY in bed and consci ous.

ESTELLE
The doctor says you're a |ucky man.
HENRY
Just ny kind of luck. Have to get shot
at first.
M KA
He says they had to take out your
spl een?
HENRY

Yup. Apparently you can live w thout
it. Nice to know you have spare
organs. And | guess | won't get so

angry now.
M KA
Huh?
HENRY
How s the truck?
ESTELLE
The garage says it's likely a tota
loss. W'll need to get a | oaner.
HENRY
Oh well. I"mjust glad you two are OK
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M KA
Hey, you're a tough guy.
HENRY
Well, | guess | have to be. They said

they're sending nme hone tonorrow.

ESTELLE
You're welcone to stay with ne as | ong
as you need to.

HENRY
Thanks so nuch.

| NT. BASEMENT OF ESTELLE S HOUSE - A COUPLE DAYS LATER

HENRY |ying in pajamas on couch and watching TV. A d dishes
and nedi cation bottles around on floor. MKA in chair

ESTELLE
enters

M ka, think you could run into town
with me and help with the shoppi ng?

M KA
Sur e.

ESTELLE
W al so need to stop by your resort
and neet Wendel | .

HENRY
Wendel | from across the | ake?
ESTELLE
Yes. | ran into himat the gas station
and | thought he could change the
| ocks for you -- as the sheriff
suggest ed.
HENRY
Thank you, Estelle. | don't know how
we'll ever...
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ESTELLE
Don't worry. | think things always
even out in sone way.

EXT. RESORT - 15 M NUTES LATER

Estelle's car is parked. ESTELLE and M KA wai ting outside.
VENDELL's truck pulls up and parks. VENDELL and hi s daughter,
KAYLA (attractive, about Mka's age), exit truck.

ESTELLE
H, Wendell. So glad you can hel p.
VENDEL L
No problem Aunt Estelle. Happy to
hel p.
ESTELLE
Wendel |, have you nmet M ka, Henry's
son?
V\ENDEL L

Yes, we did. Just briefly. Mka, this
is ny daughter, Kayla.

KAYLA
Hey.

ESTELLE

not i oni ng towards VWENDELL's truck

Well, get your tools and I'll show you
whi ch | ocks. | picked up a bunch of
new ones. .

ESTELLE and WENDELL enter resort office door.

M KA

So you live across the | ake too?
KAYLA

Yeah, well, part of the tinme. The rest

of the time I"'mwith ny nomwho |ives
with her new boyfriend a couple mles
from here
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M KA
So were you born here?
KAYLA
In Il ona?
M KA
No, | mean on the | ake?
KAYLA
Vll, not on the | ake.
| aughs
HENRY
| nean, at the place where your dad
l'ives.
KAYLA
Well, | was actually born in the

hospital, but | grew up here.

| aughi ng and pointing out to the | ake

HENRY
We're from Got ham
KAYLA
| know.
awkwar d sil ence
HENRY
So, is there nuch to do here?
KAYLA
Well, yeah. | nean, if you like the
outdoors. Cnon, |I'lIl show you

smling and gesturing enthusiastically, KAYLA |eads HENRY
al ong the shoreline

EXT. LAKE SHORE - AN HOUR LATER

KAYLA and M KA sitting in a secluded spot. The remains of a
bonfire are seen, along with a |ot of enpty beer cans.
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KAYLA
They have a | ot of parties here on
weekends.

M KA
Do you go?
KAYLA
Well, 1'mnot supposed to..
M KA
Oh.
KAYLA

So are you going to school here?

M KA
| don't know. It's weird. Everyone in
this town seens to know a | ot about
us.

KAYLA
Well, | guess your famly was sort of
f amous here.

M KA
Fanous?
KAYLA
Vel l, maybe infanous.
M KA
Isn't that the sane?
KAYLA
Vll, | suppose we'll find out in Ms.

Kel l ey' s Freshman English cl ass.

M KA
How did you know I'I|l be a Freshman?
KAYLA
Well, | guess | just guessed.
M KA
Hmm . .
05-27-2020
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HENRY cooki ng breakf ast.
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| NT. EMERGENCY ROOM - A WEEK LATER

HENRY and M KA are packed and by door | eaving.

HENRY
Well, we can't thank you enough for
putting us up this |ast week.

ESTELLE
Well, now, happy to help.

HENRY starts openi ng door.

HENRY
The doc says | still can't lift nore
than ten pounds, but I'mexcited to
get out and start on rehabbing the
resort so we'll at |east have a pl ace
before the snow flies.

ESTELLE
| under st and.

I NT. RESORT - 15 M NUTES LATER

| NT. RESORT KITCHEN - THE NEXT MORNI NG

HENRY
Ri se and shine for brunch at the posh
resort, "Lakso's Lair".

M KA
Dad, | don't know where you find the
energy after all that work yesterday.

HENRY
| know. | think | al nost popped by
staples. But still lots to get it

ready for just us. We should really

M KA enters | ooking sl eepy.

05-27-2020
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Wor dl ess nont age of HENRY and M KA cl eani ng and haul i ng out
trash fromvarious roons of resort. Finally see HENRY and
M KA laying down in their beds after night fall.
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drive into town and pick up stuff to
fix the roof.

M KA
Dad, do you think |I can take the day
off? It's Sunday.

HENRY
K, M. Holy Roller Man.

M KA
No, it's just that KAYLA asked ne to
go on a hike.

HENRY
Ah-ha, | see. Yes, take the day off.
W'll hit it again tonorrow.

M KA

Thanks.

EXT. RESORT - SOVETI ME LATER THAT DAY
HENRY | ooki ng at row of about ten small 1940s-vintage cabins

set along the shore next to the resort office. He has a
bucket of tools. HENRY enters the first one.

I NT. CABI N - CONTI NUOUS

HENRY | ooks around. Furniture is in disrepair, trash strewn
about .

EXT. /1 NT. RESORT/ CABI N - CONTI NUOUS

Mont age of HENRY nethodically exiting and entering little
cabi ns cabins down the row and seeing nostly the sane thing
as in the first.

EXT. RESORT - CONTI NUQUS

HENRY at | ast cabin in row Struggles to get door open
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Finally has to kick it in, as it appears to be barricaded.
Unlike the others, it is pitch black inside, as wi ndows are
boarded up. HENRY takes out flashlight and hamrer and enters
sl owvy.

I NT. CABI N - CONTI NUOUS

HENRY shi nes flashlight around cabin. Not nuch furniture
except a bed. Dirtier than the others. HENRY takes hammer and
pries planks off one of the w ndows and |ight shines in
through dirty gl ass. HENRY sees unusual panel in ceiling. He
t akes screwdriver from pocket and uses hanmmer to pry it off.
The panel falls to the floor in a cloud of dust and a | arge
packet of nouse-eaten letters bound with twine falls out.
HENRY is surprised at first, but then relieved as he picks up
letters and pulls one out of stack and unfolds. Holds up to
the Iight and reads.

NARRATOR
"February 5th, 1903. Dear Jimry, sorry
to have been so tardy in responding to
your nmost recent correspondence.
have been quite occupied w th noving
forward with the plan we di scussed at
Christmas tinme, and this plan has
proven quite fortuitous for us, both

financially and otherwise. | wll
remt your share of the proceeds
shortly. Meanwhile, | am noving

forward with using sone of these funds
to procure additional prospects. Your
Br ot her, Aaron.”

HENRY | ooks slightly anused but confused. He drops letter to
ground and reaches up into cavity in ceiling to feel around.
Hi s face changes to concern as he picks up sonething and
removes it fromthe cavity, but then drops it quickly to the
floor in shock. The object rolls and cones to a stop. HENRY
| ooks closer. Looking up at himis a SKULL
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