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CHARACTER LI ST

ROBYN: Femal e, 16 years ol d. Adopted.
Intelligent. Suburban, upper
m ddl e cl ass.

ALEXI S: Femal e, 16 years ol d. ROBYN s best
friend. Smart. Suburban, upper
m ddl e cl ass.

BEVERLY: Femal e, m d-40's. Math professor.
Adoptive nother to ROBYN. Upper
m ddl e cl ass.

JUSTI N: Mal e, 12 years old. ROBYN s
younger brother and the biol ogi cal
son of ELI and BEVERLY. Wl -
intentioned but often m sses the
mar k. Upper m ddl e cl ass.

ELI : Mal e, md-40's. Wirks in the
pharmaceutical industry. Adoptive
father to ROBYN. Upper m ddle
cl ass.

M LLI E: Femal e, 32 years old. ROBYN s
| ong-1 ost biol ogical nother. A
bi ker chick. She is from Arkansas.
Wor ki ng cl ass.

LOCATI ON: Princeton, New Jersey, 2011.

*Playwight's notes: MIlie speaks with a Southern accent.
The name “Danilo” in the script should be pronounced dan-
i h-1oh.
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Act |

Scene |

SETTI NG A teenager’s bedroom The bed is
unmade, clothes are scattered on
the floor. Technol ogy that
reflects a teen’s |ife should be
apparent in the room(ie. i-pod or
Nook, chargers, etc.).

AT RI SE: ROBYN sits cross-1egged on her
bed, typing on her | aptop. Her
friend, ALEXIS, is texting on her
phone and eating popcorn.

ROBYN
| wish | could just renenber the nane of this article. Do
you even renenber the nane of the town? It was like in
Washi ngton or Oregon or sonet hing.

ALEXI S
You could I M Peter. He and Sam have Japanese inmm grati on,
t 00.

ROBYN
(typing)
Maybe. Whul d you | ook on your Kindle for some books or
sonet hi ng? Maybe they have sonet hing we can borrow.

ALEXI S
(eating popcorn and | ooki ng
at her phone)
Oh, ny God! Hannah says Peter and G nny got caught in the
janitor’s closet during third period!

ROBYN
(pressing send)
That’s a total lie. Peter was sitting next to ne in

chem stry during third period.

ALEXI S
(texting)
Real | y? Huh

ROBYN
| wish | knew where this article was. Even the title.
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(ALEXI'S starts | ooking at the
Kindl e. There is a knock on

t he door)
Cone i n!
(Enter JUSTIN excitedly. HE
has a Nano attached to his
shirt)
JUSTI N
Robyn! You' |l never guess..
ROBYN
(angrily)
Hey, is that ny Nano? | was |ooking for that all day!
JUSTI N
(caught)
Ch, | was just..
ROBYN

You' re not supposed to go in ny roon! Gve ne that!
(SHE grabs it off of his
shirt and | ooks at it)

You better not have upl oaded anything on to it!

JUSTI N
| didn’t! | swear!
(changi ng tone)
| have to talk to you about sonething..

ROBYN
(cutting himoff, to ALEXI S)
Did you find anything?

ALEXI S

(pi cking up | aptop)
No. Let’s just | ook on SparkNotes. W'll| find stuff there.

JUSTI N
You're not allowed to use SparkNotes!

ROBYN
Shut up!
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JUSTI N
Mom sai d no WKki pedia and SparkNotes! You' re going to be in
so nuch troubl e!

ROBYN
Get out!

JUSTI N
But | have to..

ROBYN

1’11 tell themyou took ny Nano!
(JUSTIN exits hurriedly)

ALEXI S
That’s so stupid. It’s just for research

ROBYN
The Princeton professors are on a tear.

(ALEXI S types on ROBYN s
| apt op. | M beep)

ALEXI S
Ch, good. Peter.
(SHE clicks to | ook at the
M
VWait, this isn't hinm | don’t know who this is. It’s for
you. “Were you born in G nger County, Arkansas, on
Septenber 17, 19957

ROBYN
(startl ed)
What ?
ALEXI S
That’s a weird thing for sonmeone to ask
ROBYN
(l ooking at the | aptop)
MIlie Flowers. | don't even know who she is. | mean, the

birth date is right but..
(Trails off. Decidedly)
| was born in New Jersey.
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ALEXI S
She probably just saw your birthday on your profile and
t hought you were soneone el se.

ROBYN
(typi ng)
Sorry. Wong person. | was born in New Jersey.
ALEXI S
MIlie. She sounds |like she’'s seventy years ol d.
ROBYN
Maybe | could Tweet about the article. Soneone has to know.
(I M beep)
“Are your parents Beverly and Eli?”
ALEXI S
Wa, that’s weird.
(beat)
Is that on your profile?
ROBYN

No.

(beat)
On! Justin probably has it on his. I’ve told himto adjust
his privacy settings. He never |istens!

(SHE starts typing)
ALEXI S

How i s Justin on Facebook? Don’t you have to be thirteen to
be on Facebook?

ROBYN
You do?
ALEXI S
Yeah. And | ook, he said he's thirteen.
ROBYN
Oh, man! He knew t hat!
ALEXI S

And he has you listed as his sister. Hs settings are just
w de open! This is why twelve year ol ds shouldn’t be on
Facebook. They just don’t know how to do all the privacy
stuff. That’'s why they have age limts.
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ROBYN
(typing)
Can we see her profile at all?
(beat)
Not hi ng.
ALEXI S
There’'s no information at all?
ROBYN
Just her nane.
ALEXI S

Try Googling her. Maybe her nane will pop up sonewhere
el se.

ROBYN
(typing)
MIlie Flowers. Hm Sone florist shops. Maybe MIIicent?
O MIldred?
ALEXI S
Yeah, maybe.
ROBYN
(typi ng)
Not hi ng. Just her Facebook page.
ALEXI S
(beat)
This is weird. | would stop talking to her.
ROBYN
|’mjust going to tell her that she has the wong person.
ALEXI S
But she can see who your famly is right there on Justin’s
page. She’'ll know you’'re |ying.
ROBYN

So..maybe | ask her what she wants?

ALEXI S
O you could just ignore her.
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ROBYN
| could. But it just seens like a |ot of weird personal
i nformation.
(typi ng)
| s there..sonething.l can.help you with?

ALEXI S
Sure. That sounds good. A little do you want fries with
that but still okay.

ROBYN
(presses “send”)
Ckay.
(beat)
| have got to get Justin to get off Facebook. Ugh! Look! He
put up nore pictures of nme fromwhen we were little!

ALEXI S
Just de-tag.

ROBYN
| have been but he puts up nore all the tinme. Maybe 1’1
de-friend him too.

ALEXI S
Real | y? De-friend your own brother?

ROBYN
He’s got all this information about ne out there for..

(I M beep. ALEXI S peers over
her shoul der)

ALEXI S
“I mght be your birth nother”?
ROBYN
(Il ong beat)
But | wasn’t born in Arkansas. | was born in New Jersey.

They adopted nme in New Jersey.

ALEXI S
s it possible that you were born in Arkansas, even if they
adopt ed you in New Jersey?



ROBYN
| was born in New Jersey. W have to drive past the
hospital to get to ny grandparents’ house.

ALEXI S
Do you know anyt hi ng about your birth nonf
ROBYN
No. _
(typing)

| was born in New Jersey, not Arkansas.

ALEXI S
Did you ever try to find her?

ROBYN

Oh, sure. Wen |'d get sent to my room for sonething,
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" d

get all mad and start clicking around, Googling to see if |
could find nmy real nom who woul d never send nme to ny room

ALEXI S
O who would et you stay out past ten o’ cl ock.

ROBYN

O who woul d know who Pink is. And maybe she’'d take ne to

Rone or Africa to make up for all the m ssed birthdays.

ALEXI S

Yeah. Sonetinmes | wish | was adopted. Then |I coul d have
real parents to go to when mne are in all these stupid

fights about alinony checks.
(beat)
What do you think she | ooks |ike?

ROBYN
(1 ooking at the conputer)
| don’t know. There’'s no picture.

ALEXI S
| bet she has your hair.
ROBYN
It could be. | nean, we don’t know who ny birth dad was,

either. So it could be his.
(beat)

| " ve al ways thought that maybe they were just really young,
in college or sonething, and they were dating but decided
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to finish school and couldn’t have a famly. | don’t know.
Maybe t hey becane senators or sonething.
(beat)

It sounds silly. It could be a lot of other really horrible
t hi ngs, too.

ALEXI S
| think I’d be mad. Aren’t you mad?

ROBYN
Sonmetinmes. But, if they really are doing sone cool thing
I i ke changing | aws or hel ping the world, maybe that was
okay.

ALEXI S
So maybe she’s done sone saving of the world and now she
wants to neet you. | mean, Arkansas. That's where Hillary
Clinton was.

ROBYN

Yeah, Hillary Cinton is ny nom That's likely. Her nane is
MIllie Flowers.

ALEXI S
Oh, that has to be a fake nane, don’t you think? |I nean, if
it’s a senator, don’'t you think they' d use a fake nane if
they’'re trying to find a kid they gave up for adoption?

ROBYN
Ckay. So maybe they’'re not senators. Maybe just doctors or
| awyers.

ALEXI S
O humanitarians. Maybe they’ ve been over in third world
countries, feeding poor people.

ROBYN
Yeah. Maybe.
ALEXI S
(beat)
Wy don’t you ask her?
ROBYN
VWhat ? No. |'’msure there’s sone ot her Robyn out there that

she’s | ooking for.
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(there is a knock on the
door. ROBYN shuts the
conput er qui ckly)

Come i n!

BEVERLY
(entering in work clothes)
Hi, honey. Hello, Alexis. How was your day?

ROBYN
(nervously)
Ch, fine.
BEVERLY
How was the French test?
ROBYN
Pretty easy.
BEVERLY
And your flute | esson?
ROBYN

(alittle anxiously)
It was okay.

BEVERLY
What’s wong? The | esson didn’'t go well? | thought you
deci ded that you liked flute.

ROBYN
It was fine. Flute is okay. W re just.you know, trying to
get work done.

BEVERLY
Ckay. Oh, | heard fromAunt Rita and she said that Jonat han
coul d host you at Harvard when we go on our trip.

ROBYN
(rel axi ng)
Oh, wow That’'s really great! Thanks, Mm

ALEXI S
You' re going to Harvard now? W're only just studying for
t he SAT s.
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ROBYN
They have a pre-college programin the sunmer that | want
to apply to and then I’'l| probably apply early decision
next fall.

ALEXI S
Ch, ny God! A pre-college progranf

ROBYN
It’1l be fun. And it’s only a few weeks.

ALEXI S
| thought we weren’'t supposed to be thinking about that
until, at least, the spring.

BEVERLY
There’s no pressure to do it this early. Robyn’s just been
so excited. But, when you do start thinking about it, | can

put you in touch wth any of ny coll eagues at the coll eges
you’ re applying to.

ALEXI S
Vow, thanks so nmuch. That’'s really generous of you.

ROBYN
Mom do you think soneone in your history departnent would
know about Japanese imm gration to the US?

BEVERLY
Maybe. But Dad actually m ght have books on that. Ask him
when he gets hone.
(Di sapprovingly)
| s that what you were trying to use SparkNotes for?

ROBYN
(under her breath)
" mgonna kill Justin.
(to BEVERLY)
W weren't using it. | prom se.
BEVERLY
Good. Alexis, are you staying for dinner?
ALEXI S
Thanks, but | can’t. | have to pick up ny sister.

(I M beep. The girls freeze)
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ALEXI S
That must be Peter. W asked himabout an article..
(SHE | ooks at the conputer)
Yes, it’s him

ROBYN
(exchangi ng anxi ous gl ances
with ALEXI S)
Right. Yes. O course.
BEVERLY

(starts to exit)
Well, good luck. Don't forget you re on dishes tonight.

ROBYN
| know.
( BEVERLY exits)
Oh, CGod! | thought that was her again!

ALEXI S
So did I'! God, how awkward woul d t hat have been?

ROBYN
But it actually was Peter, right?

ALEXI S
Yeah, he doesn’t know. Maybe we coul d | ook at other books.
There were sone on the Kindle that | saw

ROBYN

_ (grunpily)
Fi ne.

ALEXI S
That was really nice of her. Wth the college stuff.

ROBYN
Oh, yeah, she’s so excited that she can help with this. And
afterwards, she’s even taking nme on a hiking trip to a
pl ace her crew teamused to train. It’s going to be so
cool! Did you know they won titles all three years she was
on the teanf
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ALEXI S
That’s so cool. God, | do not |look forward to all of that
college stuff. It’s just hard enough to get a good grade in
this cl ass!

ROBYN
You'll be fine. Ckay, | was going to Tweet.
(ROBYN starts to type and
t hen stops)
Who does that?

ALEXI S
What ?

ROBYN
Why woul d you contact the daughter you possibly gave up for
adoption on Facebook? | nean, that’'s really weird, don’'t
you t hi nk?

ALEXI S

Maybe she didn’'t have any other way to contact you
ROBYN

I[t’s not ne.
ALEXI S

Right. Well, her daughter. Maybe she didn’t know how el se
to find her.

ROBYN
But that’s not the right way to neet your bi ol ogi cal
daughter. She should call or wite or sonething.

ALEXI S
She was writing.

ROBYN
Not like that. This girl, Melanie, fromcanp, her
bi ol ogi cal nother found her through her church. That's a
far nore normal way to find your biological child. | talk
to ny friends on Facebook. That’s not where | want to find
my birth nother. | don’t even friend my own parents on
Facebook. | don’t want themto see what |’ mtal king about
with nmy friends.

ALEXI S
| know. Me neither.
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(beat)
But, if you could.l nean, if you knew her nane.l don’t
know. I would do it.

ROBYN
You woul d? You would try to find your birth nother that
way ?

ALEXI S
Sure. If | really wanted to find her and I couldn’t find
her any ot her way, why not? Everyone’s on Facebook. | nean,
my grandfather is on Facebook. Except he calls it Facenail.

(beat)
| guess..|l guess it just depends if you actually want to
find her.

ROBYN
(beat)
No. This is silly. | don’t need to find her. |I’ve got ny
parents, 1’ve got Justin, |I'mfine.
ALEXI S
Ri ght. She can go save the world.
ROBYN
Yes. They both can.
ALEXI S
Good.
ROBYN
(1 ooks at her phone)
Ckay. Twenty nore mnutes till you have to go. Let’s see

what el se we can find.

(THEY both | ean over the
conput er. END SCENE)
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Act |
Scene 2
SETTI NG Sanme. Later that night.
AT Rl SE: JUSTIN enters, carrying |laundry.

HE | ooks around for the Nano and
puts it in his pocket. After
maki ng sure no one is com ng, HE
opens ROBYN s | aptop. Realizing
there is a password, HE tries
several and is frustrated.

ELI (OS)
| can |l ook but | don't usually clip that kind of article.

ROBYN (OS)

Yeah, okay. God! This is so frustrating. W tal ked about
this for maybe one class and this counts for fifteen
percent of our grade.

(JUSTI N qui ckly closes the

| apt op and picks up the

| aundry as though HE has j ust

wal ked in. Enter ROBYN and

ELI)
Justin! What are you doing in ny roon? | didn't say you
could cone in! Are you stealing things again?

ELI
Justin doesn’t steal things.
ROBYN
You have no..
JUSTI N

(1 nnocent | y)
Mom just wanted nme to give you your |aundry. See?

(HE holds it up)
ROBYN

(takes the | aundry)
Fi ne. Leave it outside the door next tine.
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ELI
He was doi ng sonething nice for you, don’t you think?

ROBYN

(grudgi ngly)
Thank you, Justin.

JUSTI N
You' re wel cone!

ELI
Okay. Now, let nme see what |’ve got in the study. Did Mom
| ook at your geonetry homework yet, Justin?

JUSTI N

She doesn’t need to check it. It’s right.
ELI
(exiting)

Have her check it.

JUSTI N
Fi ne.

ROBYN

(opens the | aptop. Beat)
VWhat ? You gave ne ny | aundry.

JUSTI N
(closing the door)
Un | think.l think I found your biological nom

ROBYN
(beat)
Ch, geez.

JUSTI N
(excitedly)
This woman | M ed ne on Facebook..

ROBYN

(typing)
Ckay, we are closing your account right now.

JUSTI N
No, |i sten!
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ROBYN
What ' s your password?
JUSTI N
|’mnot telling you ny password. Robyn, listen. | think

this woman really is your biological nother

ROBYN
Wy? Because she knew Mom and Dad’ s nanes?
JUSTI N
well ..
ROBYN
And the city that we live in?
JUSTI N
She didn’t nention..
ROBYN

Do you know how rmuch i nformation you have on your profile?

JUSTI N
Everybody has stuff on their profiles. You have stuff on
your profile!

ROBYN
But not everyone on Facebook can see it! Just ny friends.
And stop putting up photos of ne!
(beat)
Did you tell her anything?

JUSTI N
Not hi ng. Look, | thought you would want to find her. |
mean, renmenber when you and Momtal ked about it a couple
years ago?

ROBYN
Ve didn’t do anything about it!

JUSTI N
Ckay, so | thought maybe she did the work and found you and
you woul dn’t have to do anything. Did she | Myou?

ROBYN
This isn’t your business! This is ny business!
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JUSTI N
| know That’'s why I'mtelling you!
(Re-enter ELI with a book)

ELI
| found this..

ROBYN
Justin told all kinds of stuff about ne to some random
woman on Facebook who thinks she’s ny biol ogi cal nother!

JUSTI N
| didn’t tell her stuff!
ROBYN
Yeah, sure.
ELI

(under his breath)
Ch, no.
(to JUSTIN)
You know better than to talk to strangers |ike that.

ROBYN
And Alexis told nme that you re not even supposed to be on
Facebook because you have to be thirteen years ol d!

ELI
VWhat? |Is that true?
JUSTI N
| " m al nost thirteen!
ROBYN

In five nonths! That doesn’t nake you thirteen! And you
opened this account back in the spring. You were definitely
not thirteen then. You were only just turning twel ve!

ELI
Ckay, can we let that go for right now and focus on this
woman?

JUSTI N
She just started chatting with me and asking these
guestions..
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ROBYN
(1 ooking at the conputer)
Ch, God, you have your school on here! Did you tell her
where | go to school, too?

JUSTI N
|’mnot stupid! | was just trying to hel p!
ROBYN
Wel 1, stop hel ping!
ELI
There’s no need to shout at your brother.
ROBYN
But, Dad..
ELI

(calling over his shoul der)
Beverly! Beverly! Could you conme here?

JUSTI N
(beat)
Do you even want to know what she sai d?
ROBYN
No! | really don't! | don’t want to know anyt hi ng about

her! Don’t you get it? | don't want to know

JUSTI N
Oh.

ROBYN
| can’t believe you!

(Enter BEVERLY)

BEVERLY
What’s all the yelling?

ELI
| think MIlie contacted Justin on Facebook.

BEVERLY
GOh, CGod.
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ROBYN
Wait, how do you know her nane? | thought you didn’t know
anyt hi ng about her.

BEVERLY
Well, we didn’t. But we heard from her. Recently.
ROBYN
(beat)
On Facebook?
BEVERLY

No. The agency called us and told us that she had gotten in
touch with them and had requested contact.

ROBYN
(beat)
But they’'re not supposed to do that. They're not supposed
to contact us if we haven't said that we want contact. W
have to both want it.

BEVERLY
You and | put sonething in our file a few years ago. Don’'t
you renenber ?

ROBYN
What ki nd of sonething?

BEVERLY
Sayi ng that you wanted contact.

ROBYN
| said that? | never said that!

BEVERLY
Yes, you did! W tal ked about it and you said you thought
you would want to talk to her but you didn’t think she
woul d be interested. And then we were at Dad’s conpany
pi cnic and you net that woman who had been adopted..

ELI
Lacey.

BEVERLY
Ri ght, Lacey. And you changed your mnd. You told nme to put
a note in our file.
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ROBYN
Oh, yeah. | forgot about her.

BEVERLY
Yes. Because, believe ne, Robyn, | wouldn’t have done it on
nmy own.

ROBYN

kay, fine. So we had sonmething put in the file. So now
what ? She contacted you and you ve already tal ked to her?

BEVERLY
(hesi tant)
We haven’t ..exactly..responded to her yet.
ELI
W wanted to talk to you about it first.
ROBYN
God, when did you get the call?
BEVERLY
Just a few days ago. But ..
ROBYN
What ? A few days! How could you not tell nme?
BEVERLY
We didn’'t know how..
ELI
(to JUSTIN)
Why don’t you go to your roonf
JUSTI N
What ? What did | do?
ROBYN

Real | y? What did you do? Maybe you should go cl ose your
Facebook account! Mybe that would jog your nenory.

ELI
That’ s enough! Leave your brother al one.

JUSTI N
(clearly upset)
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| just thought.that | would have wanted to nmeet her if it
was ny biol ogi cal nom

ROBYN
(1 ndi cati ng BEVERLY)

Vell, you know your biological nomso it doesn't matter.

(JUSTIN exits, sadly)

BEVERLY
|’ m sure he just didn't understand, honey.
ROBYN
| can’t believe you didn't tell ne!
BEVERLY
|’msorry. W just.we didn't..
ELI
W were very startled.
BEVERLY
Very startled. W had no idea that she’ d.that she’'d..
ROBYN
Wat does she want ?
ELI
| don’t know. We haven't talked to her. But, | would guess,

she probably just wants to know you.

BEVERLY
Do you..do you want to know her?
ROBYN
| don’t know.
(beat)
She’ s from Arkansas.
BEVERLY

(startled)
How di d..how di d you know about Arkansas?

ROBYN
(caught but coveri ng)
Justin told me. But why didn’t you tell nme that? You told

me that | was born at a hospital near Nana and G andpa’s
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ELI
Nana and Grandpa wanted to do that.

BEVERLY
(under her breath to ELI)
Ch, yes, blame ny parents.

ELI
(to ROBYN but annoyed at
BEVERLY)
They thought it would nmake you feel nore |ike you were from
her e.

ROBYN
| nstead of sone stupid place |ike Arkansas? Why Arkansas,
anyway? There are fifty states and you chose Arkansas?

ELI
Al right, let’s not yell..

BEVERLY
Dad had a friend who had used the agency a few years
earlier and had had a good experience.
(under her breath)
We coul d have, at |east, done San Francisco |ike we
pl anned.

ELI

(sharply)
Beverly!
(to ROBYN)
We wanted to go with things that we knew. And we wanted to
get you as soon as possible.
(poi ntedly at BEVERLY)
Whi ch we coul dn’t have done at other places.

ROBYN
But you even pointed to the hospital! You told ne that..

ELI
No, Nana did that. W never did that. W wouldn’t have done
t hat .

BEVERLY
Don’'t start.
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ROBYN
| can’t believe you!

BEVERLY
Honey, we understand how you're feeling..

ROBYN
No. None of you do! None of you! Just |eave ne al one! |
don't want to talk to you! You lied to ne!

BEVERLY
No!
ELI
It was Nana and G andpa..
ROBYN

It was you! You didn't have to go along with it! And you
didn't even tell nme that she contacted the agency!

ELI
Al right. Ckay. Wiy don’t you take sone tinme to cool down
and when you’' re ready, we can cone back and tal k about it?

ROBYN
|’ mnot going to want to talk about it.
BEVERLY
(beat)
W'l need to sonetine, honey.
ROBYN
| said no!
ELI
You don’t need to shout. We're right here.
(beat)

Okay. Well. Here's the book for your paper.
(HE puts it on the bed)

BEVERLY
And we’'ll be downstairs if you change your m nd

ROBYN
| won't.



ELI
Ckay.
BEVERLY
(beat)
Robyn, | just want you to know..
ROBYN
Just go.
BEVERLY
(beat. Hurt)
Ckay.
(BEVERLY and ELI exit. Beat.
| M beep fromthe open
conputer. SHE glares at it
but then reads. Long beat)
ROBYN
Ch, ny CGod.
(SHE slowWy types, then
del etes. Beat)
Ch, ny God!
(SHE puts her head between
her hands. Long beat. SHE
starts to dial on her phone
and then hangs up. SHE re-
reads the nessage.)
This is crazy.

God.

(SHE types again and reads.
Beat)

(Beat. SHE gets agitated and
drinks froma water bottle.
Maybe she paces or squats to
cal m her clearly nervous
energy. SHE drinks nore

wat er. SHE approaches the
conputer again and hesitantly
types. Long beat. SHE takes a
deep breath and presses send.
BLACKQUT)
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Act |

Scene 3

SETTI NG The public library in Ewm ng, New
Jersey. There is a table with
several chairs. There is a pile of
books on the table.

AT Rl SE: ALEXIS is sitting at the table
with her laptop. After a few
beats, ROBYN enters. She has a
backpack and water bottle and is
| ooki ng very anxi ous. Throughout
this scene and the rest of the
pl ay, ROBYN drinks water when she
is particularly nervous or
overwhel mned by MLLIE

ALEXI S

Finally! That bus is so slow. You know you' re half an hour
late? | had to have the librarian find all of these books..

(SHE gest ures)
For us. | can’t believe she’s making us bring in the hard-
copies. It's so dusty here! People really cone here?

(SHE notices that ROBYN is

| ooki ng around)
VWat’s with you?

ROBYN
(hushed)

She’ s com ng.

ALEXI S
Who' s com ng?

ROBYN
MIllie.

ALEXI S
From Facebook? Your non?

ROBYN
Shhh! She’s not ny..l

ALEXI S

Sorry. Your maybe real nother?
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ROBYN
Birth nother. Yes.

ALEXI S
She’s com ng here?

ROBYN

Yes.
(I M beep. ALEXI S types)

ALEXI S
When is she com ng?

ROBYN
(checks her phone)
| n about ten m nutes.

ALEXI S
Wait, what? You nean, here here! Here, the library here?
ROBYN
Yes.
ALEXI S
Are you crazy?
ROBYN

(gl anci ng ar ound)
Keep your voi ce down.

ALEXI S
| thought you nmeant New Jersey here. In a few weeks or
sonet hing. | thought you didn't want to talk to her.
ROBYN
She’ s si ck.
ALEXI S

She’'s sick? What kind of sick?

ROBYN
Lynphona. She said she needs a bone nmarrow transpl ant.
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ALEXI S
She’s com ng to New Jersey for the surgery? Don’t they have
bone marrow where she |ives?

ROBYN
She thinks | could be a match.

ALEXI S
(beat)
So this woman, who you never net, is show ng up, saying
she’s your nom and aski ng for bone marrow? And you thought,
sure, why not?

ROBYN
| didn’t say | was giving her any organs. | didn’t even say
| was going to get tested.

ALEXI S
VWhat did you say?

ROBYN

| said | would neet her, that's all.

ALEXI S
And she just happens to be in New Jersey? This sounds a
little stalker-y, don’t you think?

ROBYN

Apparently, she noved to Pennsylvania a few years ago so
she’s not really too far.

(ALEXI S | ooks doubt ful)
Look, | picked a public place, right?

(SHE gestures around)
We have to keep our voices down because it’s a library so
we can’t do any scream ng or anything. And you' re here..

ALEXI S
Oh, I"mneeting her, too? | thought I was worKking.
(I M beep)
ROBYN

Yesterday you said that, if you really wanted to find your
mom you woul d go through Facebook. That it wasn’t that
creepy. Right? That she had witten to nme. Right?



| -3-28

ALEXI S
Yes, but ..

ROBYN
Ckay. So | thought about it. And | thought naybe you' re
right. Twenty five years ago, maybe she woul d have sent a
letter or called but now there’'s Facebook.

ALEXI S
Yes, but you said you didn't want to neet her. You said you
were fine with your famly.

ROBYN
| am
ALEXI S
So then, why are you..
ROBYN
She’ s sick! She needs a bone marrow transplant! | could be
her only match.
(beat)
Look, | renmenber when Justin had to have his shoul der fixed
a couple years ago? So | get that surgery is a big deal
(beat)
But, | nean.if she really is sick and | really am the only

person that can help her, shouldn’t I? Wuldn’'t you give
bone marrow to soneone if you were the only person who
could do it? Whether or not she was your birth nother.

ALEXI S
(beat)
Ckay, fine.
(I M beep)
Ugh, sorry. My sister is making sonme kind of paper nmache
puppet and keeps asking nme about where to find stuff at ny
dad’ s house.

ROBYN
You shoul dn’t even have the sound on for | Mwhen you're
here. | can’t believe soneone hasn’'t told you to turn it
of f.

ALEXI S

(SHE types)
Seriously?
( ROBYN nods)
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Ckay, fine! 1"l turn it off.
(SHE does so0)
So. Are you at all interested in the books I found or do

you want to just look at themlater?

ROBYN
| don’t know. | guess | could use a distraction.

ALEXI S
(1 ooki ng at her conputer)
Come on. You can’t find the paint yourself? Really? Hello!
Check the garage!

(As ALEXI S types, MLLIE
enters, carrying a notorcycle
hel met and a brown bag. SHE

| ooks around)

M LLIE
(to ROBYN)
Robyn?
(Both girls | ook up)
I’'mMIllie. I"myour nother.
ROBYN
(taken aback)
Um.no.

(SHE points to ALEXIS)
That’ s Robyn. 1’ m Al exi s.

ALEXI S
What ?

M LLIE

(doubt ful)

Ch. Really? Sorry, | just assuned..

ROBYN
Yeah, well. That’'s Robyn.

M LLIE

(to ALEXI S)

Robyn. It’s real nice to finally neet you
(SHE puts out her hand to
ALEXI S who stares first at
M LLIE, then at ROBYN, who is
staring at MLLIE al so.
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Awkwar d pause. MLLIE

W t hdraws her hand)
That’ s okay. | guess I'mnot really what you d expected.
mean, who expects their nomto be riding a notorcycle,
right?

(SHE | aughs nervously)
| nmean, ny nother rode a notorcycle but you never net her.
Probably woul dn’t have |iked her anyhow. | didn’'t even |ike
her that much. But she raised all four of us by herself so
| guess she did sonmething right, right?

ALEXI S
| ..guess.

M LLIE

Ww. This is just so..

(SHE | ooks back and forth

between the girls)
It’s really so great to neet you.both. | nean, | can’t
believe it. You re all grown and everything. Last tine |
saw you you were this little bitty nothing in the hospital
All mad and yelling about comng into the world. And now
you're.you' re a teenager! That is just..

(SHE gat hers herself)
Look at me getting all blubbery. I didn't think I'd do
t hat .

ALEXI S
That’ s okay.
M LLIE
(offers the bag to ALEXIS)
I, um | got you sone coffee. | had about three cups at the

gas station on the turnpi ke but | thought you m ght |ike
sone. Do you..? Do you want sone coffee?

ALEXI S
(taki ng the bag)
Un well. | don't really drink coffee, but thanks for the
t hought .
M LLIE
Yeah. | didn’t know, you know. So | just thought I would

get you sone and..l have sone doughnuts, too. They’'re out on
the bi ke. Do you want sonme doughnuts?
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ALEXI S
Oh, no thanks.

M LLIE
(to ROBYN)
Do you? | didn’'t know she was going to have a friend here.
Alexis, was it?
( ROBYN nods)
You're the one in the picture on her screen page, aren't
you? On the Facebook.

ROBYN
Oh. Yes. Right.
ALEXI S
We're very close. Like sisters.
M LLIE
Aw, that’s nice. I’mnot close to ny sister so much
anynore. It’'s nice that you have one.
(to ROBYN)
So, did you want one? A doughnut, | nmean? O coffee?
ROBYN
No, thank you. 1’ve got ny water.
M LLIE
(di sappoi nt ed)
Oh. Ckay.
ALEXI S
Maybe we’ ||l have some on the way out.
M LLIE
(brightening)
Ckay. | nean, you don’t have to.
ALEXI S
W'l |l see.
M LLIE
Yeah.

(beat. To ALEXIS)
This is pretty crazy, huh? | mean, all these years.

ALEXI S
Yeah. All these years.
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M LLIE
So. | nean, tell nme sonmething about your life. 1’ve m ssed
pretty nmuch everything.

ALEXI S

(gl anci ng at ROBYN)
Oh. | don’t know.

M LLIE
It doesn’t have to be deep or sonmething. W don’t have to
cover your whole life. Just anything.

ALEXI S
Ckay. Well.l’ma runner. | do track.

M LLIE
Li ke marat hons or sonet hing?

ROBYN
Sprints.
(beat. Awkwardly)
She does conpetitive sprints.

M LLIE
(lost)
Uh- huh. What el se?

ALEXI S
Un.l mtrying to help make the school nore eco-friendly.
You know, recycling, conposting, getting CFL |ightbul bs put
in and everything.

M LLIE
Ch, conposting, sure. | do that when | can.
ROBYN
You do?
M LLIE
Good for the soil.
ROBYN

Ri ght .
(beat)
You really ride a notorcycle?
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M LLIE

VWhat ? Oh, yeah.

(SHE pats her hel net)
Bl ackbird. My daddy got ne ny very first bicycle when | was
three. Not a tricycle, like the others had. A real bicycle.
“Tricycles are for pussies.” he said.

(Long beat as the girls stare

at MLLIE. Unconfortable, SHE

starts nervously babbli ng)
It’s not |like nmy daddy was around a | ot, you know. He was a
total drunk, always ganbling and sl eeping around wth these
whores. And he didn't even teach ne to ride, the bastard.
My not her had to do that, too.

(Awkwar d pause. To ALEXIS)
Do you..do you ride?

ALEXI S
VWhat, a notorcycle? Me? No! My nom woul d never ..

(SHE | ooks at ROBYN)

ROBYN
She’s just getting her driver’s license. State | aw.
(M LLI E | ooks confused)
Robyn’ s only sixteen.

M LLIE
Well, | know that. She just had a birthday.
(to ROBYN)
Happy Birt hday.
ROBYN
Not ne. Her.
M LLIE
(clearly not believing, to
ALEXI S)
Ri ght. Happy Birthday.
ALEXI S
Thanks.
ROBYN

So New Jersey state | aw says you have to be sixteen to have
a driver’s permt.
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M LLIE
Si xteen?! Damm! | was driving when | was fourteen in
Ar kansas!
ALEXI S
(suddenl y)
What were you doi ng when you were sixteen?
M LLIE
Well, when | was sixteen, | was..
(SHE st ops)
Well, you know what | was doing when | was sixteen, don’'t
you?
ALEXI S
Not exactly. Was it when you were sixteen?
M LLIE
Yes. | was sixteen, |1'd left school ..
ROBYN
You..what ?
M LLIE

In ny town, if you nmade it to 10th grade, you were doi ng
pretty good. | nmade it to 11th. But, you know, then | was
done with that.

(beat)
Are you sure you want to hear about this? | nean, we just..

ALEXI S
Yes. Absolutely.
M LLIE
If you' re sure.
(beat)
Vell, ny nom owned Bl ackbird Perch, the |ocal canpground,

so | was over there a lot. Alot of interesting people

com ng through there. And sonetines people would let ne
come hang out with themat their canpfires or sonetines |I'd
run errands for people to the store. And | had ny share of
boyfriends or boys | thought m ght be boyfriends or boys I
just happened to get in the sack wth.

ROBYN
At si xt een?!
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M LLIE
What ? You guys are sixteen. Aren’t you guys doing it?

ROBYN
(gritted teeth)
No. W aren’t.

M LLIE
But you are dating, aren’t you? | nmean, you' re not |ike
nuns or somet hi ng.

ALEXI S
We’re not nuns.
M LLIE
Good. Well, | got ny wonen’s when | was ten. My boobs shot

right out of me. First one in ny class.
(SHE | ooks at ROBYN then very
del i berately | ooks at ALEXIS)
Didn't that happen to you, too?

ALEXI S
(sel f-consciously covering
shirt)
Um no.
M LLIE
Huh.
(Beat)
Anyhow, by sixteen, | had been having sex for a buncha
years and..
ROBYN
Unbel i evabl e.
M LLIE
You got a probl enf?
ALEXI S
(qui ckly)
No, she doesn’t. Go on.
M LLIE

(to ROBYN)
| f you’ve got something to say, Alexis, go ahead.
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ALEXI S
No. No. It’s fine.
(to ROBYN)
Ri ght ?

ROBYN
(after a beat)
Ri ght. Pl ease go on

M LLIE
| don’t need you to sit there and judge nme, you know?

ALEXI S
W need to keep our voices down.

M LLIE
(1 owering her voice)
You're the ones that wanted to know. We could just skip al
of this and tal k about the transplant test but | thought it
m ght be nice to neet each other, too!

ALEXI S
It is. She’s done. It’s fine.

M LLIE

(long beat)

Ckay. Fine. So, where was |?

ALEXI S
You had boyfriends.

M LLIE

Ri ght. Boyfriends. R ght. So one night, at the canpground,
this guy conmes through. And he’s really wild. And he just
had this energy.you just wanted to be with himall the
time, you know? And, out of everyone there, he wanted to be
with me. He stayed at Bl ackbird Perch for a good week or
so. And | stayed with himevery single night. And he was a
fantastic | over.

(beat)
That’ s probably not the stuff |I should be telling you about
your dad. You probably don’'t want to be hearing that kind
of stuff.

ROBYN
(under her breath)



| -3-37

M LLIE
Anyhow, he was wild and dreany. | really thought this was
it. I thought “Wow. This is it. This is what it’s really

like to be in love.” O whatever that neans. At sixteen,
can you imagi ne? And, there he was, just talking to ne,
spendi ng every waking mnute with ne, |ooking up at the
stars with ne every night. It was like a dream Really. |
thought 1’'d died right there and gone to heaven. But.

(beat)
One norning, he was out in the woods, |ooking for sone
berries or sonething. And, you know, he just mnust have | ost
track of where he was and wandered way off into another
part of the forest where people are really not supposed to
go. | nean, he had a pretty good sense of direction so you
had to think he knew sonething but he wandered right into
the hunting area. And, wouldn’t you know it?

(SHE puts a finger to her

head |i ke a gun and makes

gunshot noise. The girls

gasp)
Just like that. Really quick, too. The hunter found him
imediately and tried to get help but it was too late. A
friend of my uncle’ s, actually. They used to hunt together
all the tine. And he just felt terrible. Never forgave
hi msel f. Even stopped hunting for a while.

ALEXI S
Only a whil e?

ROBYN
So..he' s..dead?

M LLI E

Yeah. And, after his funeral, that’s when | found out.
| was pregnant with..

(SHE | ooks at ROBYN t hen at

ALEXI S)
.you. | wanted to keep you but my nomwouldn't |let ne. She
said that the baby was going to bring bad spirits on the
famly. She even cl osed Bl ackbird Perch after that. Sold

it. She said it had bad juju. | never really believed that
kind of stuff. But she marched ne right to the clinic and
signed ne up to have you adopted. | never even got to hold

you in the hospital. They took you right away. But | was
al ways mad about it. So, when ny nomdied a few nonths ago,
| made up nmy mnd to try to find you
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ROBYN
(after a beat)
But. What about the bone marrow transpl ant?

M LLIE
VWell, that just speeded things up. | got bone cancer a few
nmont hs ago. They said it’s.it’s already spread and it
doesn’t look good. So | really started | ooking for you then
and...

ALEXI S
So, it’s true then. You really do need a bone marrow
transpl ant ?

M LLIE

(ROBYN sits down,

overwhel ned. ALEXI S hands

ROBYN her water which she

dri nks. ALEXI'S becones

i ncreasingly protective as

t he scene goes on)
O course it’s true! | told you on the conputer. |’ ve got
one week left to find a match before | have to go into this
experinmental thing and then it’s out of nmy hands. You think
|’d cone all the way out here and lie to you?

ALEXI S
(aside to ROBYN)
You want nme to end it?

M LLIE

(ROBYN dri nks again)
So. You don’t believe nme. That's it.

(SHE is clearly trying not to

get upset. ROBYN shakes her

head at ALEXI S and starts

gat hering hersel f)
You know, | don’t enjoy going around tal king about how this
nasty stuff is eating away at ny body.

(SHE cannot conti nue)

ROBYN
(finally to MLLIE)
| * m Robyn.
(beat)
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| m Robyn. She’s Al exis.

ALEXI S
Hi .

M LLIE
Heh. You think I didn’t figure that out? You' re a crappy
l[iar. And you look just like him And you..
(SHE i ndi cates ALEXIS)
Don’t | ook |ike any of us.
(to ROBYN)
Besides, you're sitting there getting all nmad at ne..

ROBYN
It was very irresponsible!
ALEXI S
Shh!
M LLIE
Vell, you hide your feelings about that real well.

(beat)
So. Anything el se you want to tell nme? You want to tell ne
how horrible I was for giving you up? O how horrible ny
nmot her was for nmaking ne give you up? Because |’'I| agree
with you there. | didn't speak to her for five years after
that! Shut her right out of ny life.

ROBYN
Five years? | can’'t imagine not talking to nmy nother for
five years.

M LLIE
(beat)
Well. Good. Then things didn't turn out so bad for you, did
t hey?

ROBYN
(beat)
No. They didn't.
(realizing)
No, | guess they really didn't.

ALEXI S
Her parents are still together.
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M LLIE
See?
(beat)
And even that little brother of yours is pretty dam
protective of you..

ROBYN
(truly surprised)
He is?

M LLIE
Oh, yeah. Told nme he wouldn't tell me anything. Told nme to
contact you nyself.

ROBYN
Oh.

M LLIE
But he spent a |lot of tine asking questions. He could be a
detective, that one.

ROBYN
(smling)
He’s not really thirteen, you know. He's not even supposed
to be on Facebook.

M LLIE
OCh, | don’t know anyt hi ng about the Facebook. | just opened
an account to find you.
ROBYN
You..?
(SHE | ooks at ALEXI S and back
at MLLIE)
You what ?
M LLIE
Well, | tried everything else. So nmy nephew showed ne how
to do it. Well, actually, he’s your dad’ s nephew. But he’s

my nephew. He’s been real worried about ne not finding a
mat ch.

ALEXI S
So. You're still in touch with his famly?
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M LLIE
Ch, yeah. | even noved in with themfor a while. H's nom
and dad are great. Well, were great. They both died a bunch
of years ago. But | got real close to his brother, Stevie,
and Stevie’'s wfe, Shana. They were really excited when
they heard that | found you

ROBYN
Ch. So, they.want to neet ne, too?
M LLIE
Well, sure. | mean, you were his only daughter

(ROBYN drinks nore water and
| ooks overwhel nmed)

ALEXI S
(aside to ROBYN)
You know, we can go whenever you want to.

M LLIE
Danil o Fl owers, that was your dad. | put his |last name as
mne on the birth certificate and it’s been ny nane ever
si nce.

ROBYN
Oh. That’ s..so then.what was your |ast name?
M LLIE
It doesn’t even matter anynore. | haven't used it since |
was si xt een.
ROBYN
Oh.
ALEXI S
(asi de to ROBYN)
Robyn..?
ROBYN
(aside to ALEXIS)
| " m okay.

M LLIE
(indicating the private
conversati on)
Somet hi ng goi ng on here?
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ROBYN
No. I1t’s not hing.

M LLIE
| know it | ooks kinda weird, nme showing up like this and
asking you to get tested.but | really didn’'t have anot her
choi ce.
(Beat. Pointing to the books)
These all yours?

ROBYN
They’'re for a history paper that we' re doing.

M LLIE
You' re going to coll ege or sonething?

RCBYN
Not yet. But I'mgoing to take the SAT's in the spring and
|11 start applying next year.

M LLIE
(relieved)
So you're pretty smart then.

ROBYN

Well, I don't knowif..
ALEXI S

Yes, she’s very smart. She al ways gets A’ s.
M LLIE

A s? Really?
ROBYN

Not always. |’mnot as good in French.
ALEXI S

Okay, but you're really good in trig.

ROBYN
Ri ght, but that’'s because Mom hel ps ne..

(SHE trails off and then
| ooks at MLLIE, who has
stiffened)
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M LLIE
Your ..
(Beat. SHE takes a breath)
So..your ..she’s good at mat h?

ROBYN
(unconfortabl e)
Yes. Very good. She’'s the chair of the math departnent at..
(breaks off self-consciously)
She’s a math professor.

M LLIE
And..and your ..
(SHE falters)
.your .what does he do?

ALEXI S
Her father works for a pharmaceutical conpany.
M LLIE
Oh. Like a doctor or sonething?
ROBYN
No. He does client managenent for a drug conpany.

(beat)
Prescription drugs. Like the ones you have to take..

M LLIE
(sharply cutting her off)
Do you know what your real father did?

ROBYN
(testily)
He is ny real father

M LLIE
Danil o wasn’t just a nobody. He was a nusician. Wen he
wasn’t playing, he was teaching nusic at a guitar store.

ALEXI S
So he wasn't in school either?

M LLIE
No. He was older. Twenty three or twenty six or sonething.
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ROBYN
Wait. Wasn’'t that statutory rape? You were sixteen. | nean,
you were too young to know if ..

M LLIE
It was fine.

ALEXI S

(1 ooki ng around)

Shhh.

M LLIE
| wasn’t doing anything that | didn’t want to. | have no
regrets.

ROBYN

Real | y? None? Then what are you doi ng here?

M LLIE
You think I'’mjust sonme hick, don’t you? Sone stupid wonman
who got herself all knocked up when she was too young to
know whet her she shoul d have been having sex. Is that
right? Because | didn’'t follow the rules?

(Sil ence)
| figured it’'d be like that.

(beat)
| nmean, here you are in this fancy town, hanging out in a
library, for Christ’s sake! | nean, | think | actually saw
a BMV deal er and a Mercedes deal er on the way here!

(beat)

And you're so mad. Are you like this with everyone or just
ne? Because | can take it. But | don't want to think I gave
birth to an asshol e or sonet hing.

ROBYN
(beat)
|’ m sorry.
(Aside to ALEXIS as ALEXI S
starts to say sonething)
Don’t.

M LLIE
(beat. To ROBYN)
You play guitar?
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ROBYN
Flute right now | used play piano and clarinet. A friend
of mne taught nme a little guitar at canp once but | just
| ear ned one song.

M LLIE
What song?
ROBYN
Un.it’s called “Everything Possible”.
M LLIE
By Fred Snall. Sure, that’s a great song.
(sings)
“You can travel any country/where your heart |eads/and know
Il will love you still.” I always thought part was about ne.
ROBYN
(stunned)

You know that song? |I’ve never met anyone who knows t hat
song.

M LLIE

That’s an old favorite of mne. It’'s on the tapes..l have
sone old tapes of Danilo’'s, songs that he played ne at the
canpfire. The only real things | have left of him That
song is on them

(beat. Shyly)
| didn’t know what this was gonna be |ike, when we net, you
know, but | thought, if we got to tal king.well, anyhow, I
brought them just in case..

ROBYN
Oh..wow..t hat'’s..

M LLIE
| thought you m ght want to hear your dad pl ay.

ROBYN
(suddenly unconfortabl e)

Oh. My.xight .oy..

M LLIE
They’re out on the bike. W could go get thenm. O we could
go find a nusic store. You could play it on a guitar for
me. | just knew you had music in your blood. Conme on, let’s
go find a guitar.
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ROBYN
(exchanges gl ances with
ALEXI' S and then awkwar dl y)
| would but I.1 think Alexis and | need to work on our
paper some nore.

M LLIE
Can’t you do that later?

ALEXI S
It’s due in a couple days and we’ve barely started.

ROBYN
(sees MLLIE is hurt)
It’s worth fifteen percent of our grade.

M LLIE
(beat)
Are you good in science, too?
ROBYN
| " m okay.
M LLIE
Do you know that bone cancer is a famly thing?
(beat)
That was the other reason | canme out here. | wanted you to

know t hat you coul d..you know..I nean, not now, but maybe
sone day..

ROBYN
(Il ong beat)
.
M LLIE
| nmean, it probably won't, right? But you never know. |
mean, look at ne. | didn't know.
ROBYN
(di smayed)
Ri ght .
ALEXI S
(qui ckly)
But lots of things run in famly nedical histories. | nean,

my cousin is the only one who had a hearing | oss and ny
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grandnother is the only one with asthma. It doesn’t have to
hit everyone in the famly.

M LLIE
Oh, sure. These kind of things could just happen sonetines,
you know? No rhyme or reason. But | really need your help.
Wul d you see if you're a match for ne?

ROBYN
(beat)
Did your nother die of |ynphoma?

M LLI E
(beat)
Yes. She couldn’'t find a match.

(Long beat. ROBYN takes out
her phone)

ALEXI S
Robyn..
(ROBYN shakes HER of f)
Robyn.
(ROBYN dials and wal ks to the
si de where SHE can’'t be
heard. To MLLIE)
" m sorry about your nom

M LLIE

Yeah. Well, like | said, she and | didn’'t get along too
wel | after she nade ne give up the baby. Even after
started tal king to her again.

(beat as SHE | ooks after

ROBYN)
Who do you think she’s calling? | nmean, she didn’t say a
wor d.

ALEXI S
| don’t know.

M LLIE
You think she’s com ng back?

ALEXI S
Probably. Her bag is still here.
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M LLIE

Hhm

(abruptly)
So. You nust have been friends a long tinme to be |ike
sisters. My sister and | were never close. Never. W fought
when we were kids. But she knew when to get out. She’ s out
in South Dakota or sonething now and we don’t even talk on
t he phone.

(beat)
But it’s nice that Robyn has soneone who's like a rea
sister. Not |ike the one | have.

(beat)
Why do you keep whispering stuff in her ear? You think
don’t see that?

ALEXI S
Well, you conme on a little strong, you know. And this is
really overwhel m ng for her.

M LLIE
Hey, she’s not the only one, you know?
(beat)
It’s good she has you to check in on her. That’'s what
sisters shoul d do.

ALEXI S
Yeah.
(beat)
1’11 be right back
(SHE crosses to ROBYN who is
hangi ng up the phone)
Hey, are you okay?

ROBYN
Yeah.
(beat. Sadly)
Al exis. She’s not a senator.

ALEXI S
(conforting)
| know.
ROBYN
(beat. Crossing to MLLIE)
Ckay. |I've talked to ny nom | told her that you were here.
She was a little.well, it doesn’t matter. Anyway, she

t hought naybe we shoul d have di nner.
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M LLIE
Who?
ROBYN
You and us. My parents.
ALEXI S
Real | y?
M LLIE
| don’t know. That seens kind of.l nean, | don’t really

have clothes to go to sonme nice restaurant or sonething,
you know?

ROBYN
It doesn’'t have to be a nice restaurant.
M LLI E
Robyn. | don’t know if you've seen this town but it’s kind

of ..you know..on the
(SHE sort of whispers)
.rich.side of things. Every restaurant is nice.

ROBYN
VWhat ? No. There’s..

(SHE t hi nks and then | ooks to
ALEXI' S for hel p)

ALEXI S
Pi zza.

ROBYN
Pizza! Yes, pizza.

M LLIE
Pizza?

ROBYN

Yeah. That’s not too..rich.right?

M LLI E
(beat)
| guess not.
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ALEXI S
You could go to G no’s.
ROBYN
Right. Yes, G no’s.
M LLIE
(beat)
Real | y? They want to neet ne?
ROBYN
Well. If I’mgoing to get tested to see if we're a match
you’ re going to have to.
M LLIE
(l ong beat)
You sure you want to do it?
ROBYN
(long beat)
It’s just a test, right? W don’t know anything for sure.
M LLIE
Sure. Right.
ROBYN
Ri ght .

(END SCENE)
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Act |

Scene 4
SETTI NG A bench outside G no’'s Restaurant
AT RI SE: BEVERLY i s pacing, carrying her

purse. SHE | ooks around, checks
her phone, and then sits down
inpatiently on the bench. Enter
ELI from SL.

ELI
Beverly.
(BEVERLY junps up and hugs
H M

They’ re not here yet?

BEVERLY
No. It’s areally long wait in there. You think we should
go sonewhere el se?

ELI
How | ong?

BEVERLY
They said thirty five mnutes. There’'s sone private party
happeni ng in the back.

ELI

Let’s see what they want to do when they get here.
(beat)
| called Justin. He said he’'ll get a ride hone fromsw m
practice with Brian.
BEVERLY

Ckay, good. Thanks.

ELI

She’s not here yet? She wasn’t driving with her, was she? |
mean, she didn’'t get in a car wwth her. She took the bus,
right?

BEVERLY
Al exis was going to drop her off.
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ELI
Good.
(beat)
How di d she sound on the phone?
BEVERLY
Alittle shaken. | don’t know what that wonan said to her.

|’mjust glad Alexis was with her. What was she thinking,
meeting with her and not telling us?

ELI
| don’t know, | don’'t know.
BEVERLY
| nmean, | thought we did it right. We told her that she was
adopted. And early, too, |ike people suggested, so there
woul dn’t be secrets.
ELI
| know.
BEVERLY

| even offered to help try to find her, if she was
interested. And she did ask me to put that in her file!

ELI
| know. She did. Ve did do everything right.
(beat)
| nmean, we could have told her about the call earlier.
BEVERLY
Con’t start.
ELI
" mjust saying..
BEVERLY

Ri ght now? You want to say it right now?
(ELI lets it go. Beat)
VWhat if.what if she’'s really great?

ELI
What do you nean?

BEVERLY
| nmean, what if MIlie wants a relationship with her?
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ELI
(beat)
Let’s just.let’s see what she’'s like first.

BEVERLY
She’s gotta be crazy, don’t you think? Contacting us and
t hen Justin? And how did she even get a hold of Robyn?

ELI
(huggi ng her)
It’s going to be all right. We're her parents, right?

BEVERLY
Ri ght .
ELI
And Robyn is a smart girl. And she | oves us.
BEVERLY
Ri ght .
ELI
So. Let’'s just do what we always said we would. W'll be
open and polite.
BEVERLY

Ckay.
(SHE | ooks OS left. Pulling
away from ELI)

On! There's Al exis’ car.
(beat. Suddenly)

Do | | ook okay?

ELI
You | ook fine.

BEVERLY
This isn’t what | would have chosen to wear to neet her.
But | was comng straight froma faculty neeting..

ELI
You | ook great.
(HE ki sses HER)
Really. 1t'll be all right.

BEVERLY
Good. Keep saying that. Maybe it’ Il be true.
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ELI
Let’s just sit down.
(BEVERLY does. As ELI does,
he hears the sound of a
not orcycl e from of f - st age
| eft and | ooks up)
Ww, | ook at that Harley! That's old school.

BEVERLY
Eli! Could you focus? Just sit down.
ELI
(sitting)
|’ mfocused. I"'mjust admring a notorcycle. | nean, that
is areally nice bike.
BEVERLY

How can you tal k about a notorcycle when we’'re about to
nmeet ..

(SHE can’t finish)
| nmean, really, Eli!

ELI
Ckay, okay.
ROBYN
(entering nervously)
Hi .
ELI
H , honey.

(THEY each hug ROBYN)

BEVERLY
H . Are you..are you doing okay?
ROBYN
| don’t know. I'ma little.l don’t know.
(Enter MLLIE, carrying HER

hel nmet)
Mom Dad. This is Mllie.

(BEVERLY' s jaw drops a
little. Silence)
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ELI
(bunmmed)
So. You're the one with the Harley?
M LLIE
Ch, yeah. That’s m ne.
(beat)
Well, it’s really nice neeting you finally.
BEVERLY
(recovering)
Oh, yes. It'’s nice to neet you finally, too. |’m Beverly.

(SHE offers HER hand to
shake)

M LLIE
Oh, | would but ..
(SHE | ooks at HER hands)

I’mstill all greasy fromthe bike.
BEVERLY
.
M LLIE
But, thanks.
(beat)

Maybe after | wash ny hands. |Is there a toilet around here
that | could use?

ELI

Ch, yeah. Just inside.

BEVERLY
They said it’'s a long wait.

M LLIE
At the toilet?

BEVERLY

(flustered)

No, sorry, | neant.for dinner.

ROBYN

How | ong?



BEVERLY
Thirty five mnutes. But..
(SHE | ooks at her watch)
That was ten m nutes ago.

M LLI E
VWll, I"’min no rush.

ROBYN
Yeah, it’'s fine.

M LLI E

|’ mjust gonna..

(SHE hol ds up HER fingers and
then exits SR

BEVERLY
So!
ROBYN
| know | should have told you but ..
ELI
Did you ride on that?
ROBYN
What ? No. Al exis drove ne.
ELI
Because those things are very unsafe, you know?
ROBYN
| know.
BEVERLY
For God s sake, Eli! Leave the notorcycl e al one!

(to ROBYN)
So. What’'s she like? What did you think?

ROBYN
| don’t know. She’s a little..quirky. Eccentric.

BEVERLY
We can see that.
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ROBYN
But she’s not that bad. | nean, she's just very..talkative.

ELI
Did she tell you about.you know.what happened? When she
was..younger ?

ROBYN
Yes. She tal ked about that a | ot.

BEVERLY
Real | y? That seens odd.

(Re-enter MLLIE)

M LLIE
They said the line is noving.

BEVERLY
Ch, good.

(Long awkward pause)

ELI
So, MIlie, where do you |ive now?

M LLIE
Western Pennsylvania. Alittle tiny town. Probably never
heard of it.

ELI
And you drove all the way fromthere.today?

M LLIE
It’s not that bad. Good weather, no traffic. And | figure
11 just find a place to stay tonight.

ELI
Hm 1’ ve always found Route 80 to just go on forever.
Pennsyl vani a, in general. Just goes on forever.

M LLI E
| was on 70.

ELI
Oh.
(beat)



| -4-58

Vell, maybe 70 is better.

BEVERLY
And what is it that you do?

M LLIE
Bi ke mechani cs.

BEVERLY
Oh.

M LLIE
When | | earned how to keep ny bike in shape, | just started
fixing everyone’s.

ELI

Useful skill.

BEVERLY

Yes. Everyone needs to have their cars fixed fromtine to
tinme.

M LLI E
No. | do bi kes, not cars.

BEVERLY
Ch.

M LLI E

(awkwar d pause)
People m x that up a |lot.

ROBYN
(awkwar d beat)
So, why don’t you tell MIIlie about yoursel ves? MonfP

BEVERLY
Ckay. Well, I'"’ma math professor..

M LLIE
Yeah, she told ne.

BEVERLY

(startled)
Un okay.
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ROBYN
(awkwar d beat and then)
She’ s received lots of awards for her teaching and was even
featured in a book | ast year.

M LLI E
Uh- huh.

BEVERLY
Yes. And |.oh! | grew up in San Francisco. And Eli grew up
i n Chi cago.

M LLIE
Boy, they nmusta just thought you guys were one super snart
coupl e.

ELI
What ?

M LLIE
Chi cago and San Francisco. You're city folks. And now
you' re out here in New Jersey. It’s no wonder they picked
you.

ELI
Who?
BEVERLY
(har deni ng)
The adoption agency.
ELI
Oh.
M LLIE

Hey, do you think we’'re supposed to tell themthat we’ve
net ?

(THEY all | ook blankly at
each ot her)

BEVERLY
| don’t think they ever said anything to us about it. Do
you renenber that, Eli?

ELI
No.
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(to MLLIE)
Did they say anything to you?
M LLIE
| don’t think so.
ROBYN

(beat)
It mght be kind of cool to |let them know, though, don’t
you t hi nk?

ELI
Sort of tie the whole thing up.
BEVERLY
Yeah.
M LLIE
(Il ong beat)
Pretty nane. Robyn
ELI

Thank you. Robyn Charlotte. She's named for ny nother and
Beverly’ s grandnot her.

M LLIE
Ch. | always thought I m ght have nanmed her Danielle. After
her dad.

ROBYN
(Beat. Unconfortable)
He was um.he was killed in a hunting accident.

BEVERLY
Oh, CGod! That’'s awful!
ELI
|’ mso sorry!
M LLI E

Yeah. These things happen, don't they?
(long beat. Everyone gets
unconf ort abl e)
So you think you did a pretty good job with nmy kid here?

ROBYN
MIIlie!



BEVERLY
(icily)
Yes, we do.
M LLIE
(trying to soften with a
j oke)

She didn’t drive you too crazy?

ELI
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Oh, no. Robyn was a great baby. She slept, she ate. And a

fast learner. She learned to wal k before her first
bi rt hday.

M LLIE
(sadly)
You don’t say. Before her first birthday.
ELI
Justin was really the nore chal |l engi ng one.
M LLIE
He’ s adopted, too?
ROBYN
(annoyed)
No.
BEVERLY

(hesitantly)
They told us we couldn’t have a child. But.then..

M LLIE
el | .
(cheerfully)

Good for you. No, that's really great. Children are a rea

bl essi ng.
(beat)
| never had another child.
BEVERLY
Oh. I'"'m.l’msorry.
M LLI E

You are?



| -4-62

BEVERLY
Did you want one?
M LLIE
| don’t know. | never even got married. | would have

married Robyn’s father, if | could have.
(ELI reacts)
But ..t hat wasn’t in the cards.

ROBYN
(after an awkward beat, to
BEVERLY)
Maybe we shoul d see how nuch longer it will be, Mm
BEVERLY
Yes. Good idea. 1'lIl go check

(SHE exits SR

ELI
So. Do you snoke?
ROBYN
What ?
M LLIE
Oh, no, thanks. Gave it up a long tinme ago.
ROBYN
Dad, what are you..?
ELI
You know, we should cel ebrate when we get in there. | nean,

it’s sort of a celebration. Maybe we could have a nice w ne
or sonet hi ng.

ROBYN
They don’t have wi ne here, just beer.
ELI
How do you know t hat ?
ROBYN

(possi bly covering)
| can read a nenu, Dad.
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M LLIE
| don't really drink anynore, anyhow. And | woul d never
drink when 1’ m going to be riding.

ELI
Ch, right. O course.
(Re-enter BEVERLY)

So?
BEVERLY
Still another fifteen to twenty m nutes.
M LLIE
That’ s okay.
BEVERLY
Do you still have honmework tonight, honey?
ROBYN
Ch. Well, yes. But.it’'s fine. It’s not too nuch.
ELI
You found sone books for the paper?
ROBYN
Al exi s did.
BEVERLY
Robyn’s at the top of her cl ass.
M LLIE
Yeah, | heard she was pretty smart.

(SHE | eans in to BEVERLY)
You' re wel cone.

BEVERLY
(1 ndi gnant)
Now, | ook..l

ROBYN
(exasper at ed)
Mllie..

M LLIE
Take it easy. It was just a joke.
(SHE tugs at HER shirt)
Alittle warmout here, don’'t you think?
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BEVERLY
Very.

ELI
So, MIlie, what’'s it |ike being a bi ke nechanic? Do you
have | ong hours or..

BEVERLY
(exasper at ed)
Oh, Ei.

M LLIE
Not as nmuch now. Wien | owned the shop, ny hours were
really long. But then..
(SHE gl ances at ROBYN. ROBYN
avoi ds her gl ance)
Sone stuff happened recently. | couldn’t do it anynore. So
| had to sell it.

ELI
Ch, that’s too bad. This econony has just killed so many
smal | busi nesses.

M LLIE
Well, it wasn’t the econony exactly. | nmean, | had |ots of
busi ness..
ELI
|"msorry, | just assuned..
BEVERLY

Setting up your own business nust have been so hard.
don’'t think I could do that. D d you take business cl asses?

M LLIE
Cl asses? My not her owned a canpground for twenty years. She
taught nme how to keep her books and everything. | didn't
need cl asses after that.

BEVERLY

Experiential learning is so valuable. It’s great that your
nmom was able to teach you all of that. Running a canpground
nmust be so different fromrunning an auto shop, though.

M LLIE
Bi ke shop.
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BEVERLY
Ri ght. Bi ke shop. That’'s what | neant. Those industries are
so distinct fromone another. | just wonder if a business

class could help with transferrable skills. Mke them nore
ef fective.

M LLIE
(def ensi vel y)
My customers seened to think | was pretty effective.

BEVERLY
Oh, no, that’s not what | neant. Not for this business, but
if you were to do another one. | nmean, if you wanted, |

coul d probably get recommendati ons for you from sone of ny
col | eagues.

M LLIE
Reconmendat i ons?

BEVERLY
For smal |l business cl asses.

M LLIE
| don't really think I"mgoing to..

BEVERLY
It wouldn’t be any trouble. | hear from other..

M LLIE
| said | don’t want any..

ROBYN

(blurting)
MIlie has | ynphona!

(Stunned sil ence)

BEVERLY
\Vhat ?

M LLIE
You really know how to break it gently, don’t you?
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ROBYN
Mom Dad. The reason | went to neet MIlie is because she
said she has | ynphoma and she needs a bone narrow
transplant. And | m ght be her only nmatch.

(Long sil ence)

ELI
When were you di aghosed?
M LLIE
A few nont hs ago.
ELI
You' re receiving treatnment now?
M LLIE
Sonme but it’'s already spreading really fast. | can get nore

if I gointo this experinmental thing next week. It's really
a last resort. The doctor wanted ne to try to find a bone
marrow donor first. He said that was ny best shot. |’ ve
been | ooki ng for weeks.

ELI
So.that’s why all the emails and calls?

M LLIE
Yeah. Why? Did you think I was crazy?

ELI
(beat. Nervous | aughi ng)
No, of course not.

BEVERLY
No, not at all. | nean, who wouldn’'t want to find their
bi ol ogi cal daughter?
M LLIE
Right. | nean, if you had given up your son, you would have

wanted to find him right? So, you understand.

BEVERLY
Hm R ght.

ELI
You know, Robyn’s very young for this kind of thing.
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ROBYN
So what ?

ELI
Ve need to research what this would be |ike, Robyn. It can
be very conplicated and pai nf ul

ROBYN
Well, it can't be that conplicated if they need to know if
you have a match by next week, right?
BEVERLY
By next week?
M LLIE
Yeah. | sure didn't want to cut it this close but it took
so long to find Robyn. | had just about given up hope.
ROBYN

So we could just do it fast and if I'’mnot a match, then
don’'t have to do it.

ELI
Robyn, it’s not that sinple. If you' re taking the test,
you're conmtting to doing the procedure, if you are a
mat ch.

ROBYN
| can’t change ny m nd?

M LLIE

(angrily)

Well, it would really suck for ne if you did, wouldn't it?

ROBYN
| didn’t nean it like that. | just..

ELI

She wouldn’t be able to change her m nd. Several of ny
clients work with cancer rel ated nedicines. They give you
sonething to sign before they adm nister the test.

BEVERLY
Don’t you think this is a lot to ask?

M LLI E
What ?
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BEVERLY
| mean, you cone in here and just ask this sixteen year old
girl to undergo a painful procedure to give you her bone

marrow. She’'s only sixteen! She's still a m nor!
M LLIE

Look. I didn't get to bring Robyn up. | didn’t even get to
know her or hold her, even though she was m ne. | never
came to bother you before. So |I'’mjust asking for this.
But. If it’s too much, 1'Il just take ny chances on this
experinmental thing and see what happens.

(beat)

And, | figure, if | gave her life, she can probably give it
back to ne.

ROBYN
Mom We don’t even know.
BEVERLY
" m not discussing this now
M LLIE
You' re not.what do you think you' re here for?
BEVERLY
(sharply)
W w Il discuss this. At hone.
(beat)
Go get in the car.
ROBYN
What ?
ELI
Beverly..
BEVERLY
Ri ght now.
ROBYN
But we haven’t had di nner.
BEVERLY

We’'re not having dinner. Get in the car.
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ELI
Beverly, cal m down.
BEVERLY
You, too, Eli.
M LLIE
Well, now we know who wears the pants in the famly, don’'t
we?
ROBYN
Momi MIlie is dying!
BEVERLY
Robyn! Don’t nmake ne tell you again.
ROBYN
|’mnot a kid, Moml You can't just tell nme to..
BEVERLY
Robyn!
ROBYN

She’ s ny not her, Moni
(Long silence. BEVERLY turns
and exits SL. ROBYN fol | ows)
Mom | didn't nmean...| didn’t nean it |like that!

(ROBYN exits. END OF SCENE.
END ACT I)
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Act ||
Scene 1
SETTI NG ROBYN s room
AT Rl SE: The lights are off. No one is in

the room Beat. ROBYN bursts in
clutching her phone to her chest
wi th BEVERLY cl ose behind her, who
turns on the light. ELI follows.

ROBYN
No! I'"mnot showing it to you!
BEVERLY
Robyn! W just want to understand what she said to you
ROBYN
| told you what she sai d!
BEVERLY

| want to read it.

(BEVERLY goes to ROBYN s
| apt op on the bed whi ch ROBYN
qui ckly snat ches up)

ROBYN
No! That’s ny |aptop! What is reading what she said going
to change? Nothing! You're still not going to |like her!
You' re still going to be nmad that | didn't tell you
BEVERLY
It doesn’t even matter if | |like her, Robyn! She contacted
you on Facebook, for God’s sake! | want to know whet her or

not she’s telling the truth

ROBYN
Wiy woul d she lie?

BEVERLY
Oh, honey. People do lots of things to get what they want.

ROBYN
She’ s not |ying.
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(Enter JUSTIN quietly)

ELI
Al right, look! |I’'ve asked her for her doctor’s
i nformati on. She needs to have a bone marrow donor by next
week or she has to enter the trial. So we don’t need to see
the messages to figure out if she’s telling the truth.

We'll be able to talk to a doctor if she is.

BEVERLY
Eli.

ELI

But if she never sends the information or we don’t hear
froma doctor, than we'll al so know.

ROBYN
No, you won’t! She probably hates you now because of how
you treated her! | wouldn’'t want to send you any

information after that! And now she could die!

BEVERLY
It is not your responsibility to save her.
ROBYN
Didn't you always tell nme that | should hel p peopl e?
BEVERLY
It is not the sane thing!
ROBYN
Wy not ?
BEVERLY
Because..!

(SHE fl ounders)
Because..because it’s just nore conplicated, Robyn. And just
because she’s sick doesn’t nmake her a nice person!

ROBYN
Vell, you didn’t have to be so nean!
BEVERLY
| wasn’t nean. | was being protective. You re sixteen! And

si xteen year olds don’t know everything. Lots of people
will want to manipulate you to get things that they want..
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ROBYN
She’ s not ..!

BEVERLY
You don’t know t hat!

ROBYN

Ask Al exis! She was there! She talked to her nore than you
did!' She’'ll tell you!

ELI
Beverly, cal mdown. You' re very upset.
BEVERLY
Vell, our daughter just went to neet a stranger..
ELI
| know.
BEVERLY
And didn't tell wus!
ROBYN
| said | was sorry!
BEVERLY

You have no idea who she really is! She could be dangerous!

ROBYN

Moml Don’t you think | thought about all of that? I was the
one who yelled at Justin about his privacy settings!

(SHE i ndicates HM BEVERLY

and ELI notice HIMfor the

first tine)
| was the one who picked the library in another town to
nmeet at. Wth Alexis there! | was the one who called you
when | felt like | couldn’'t handle it by nyself anynore.

And | was the one who suggested going to a restaurant,

anot her public place, not near our house. |’mnot giving
her any nore information about us than you woul d. So just
back off! |I'm not being stupid!' And you know it!

(Long beat)

BEVERLY
(quietly)
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| don’t know it because | don’t know what you said to her
or what she said to you

ROBYN
Oh, God, Mm

ELI
Al right. Let’s take a break. W haven’'t eaten and, honey,
you know you don’t always think clearly when your bl ood
sugar is | ow

BEVERLY
" m thinking just fine!
ELI
Fine. But it’s getting late. Robyn still has homework to do

and this isn’t sonething that needs to be solved tonight.

BEVERLY
(1 ncredul ous)
What ?

ROBYN
She needs an answer by next week, Dad!

ELI
But next week isn't tonight. W will research it tonorrow.
Justin, did you finish your homework before swi mpractice?

JUSTI N
(startl ed)
Uh, no.

ELI
Ckay. So let’s go have sone dinner, cool down and get
everyone’ s homework finished. There are plenty of |eftovers
and there’s still school tonorrow
(beat)
Beverly.

BEVERLY
(to ROBYN and ELI)
We are not done discussing this!

(SHE exits, angrily)
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Both of you be downstairs in five mnutes for dinner.

(HE exits past JUSTIN. Beat.
ROBYN puts her | aptop down)

ROBYN
| can’t believe him

JUSTI N
So..you met her?

ROBYN

(exasper at ed)
Yes! \What are you doing in here, anyway? | didn't say you
could cone in!

JUSTI N
And..she’ s sick?
ROBYN
Yes, Justin! Didn’'t you just hear? She has | ynphona!
JUSTI N
Whi ch one is | ynphoma?
ROBYN

Bone cancer. Don’t you ever pay attention in science class?

JUSTI N
(beat)
So does her head | ook all weird?

ROBYN
What ? No. Wiy woul d her head | ook weird?

JUSTI N
When Ms. Bennett had cancer, she had to have all kinds of
t hi ngs done that nade her |ose her hair. Renenber? She had
to wear a scarf but she had that really weird shaped head.
Don’t you renenber?

ROBYN
(beat)
No. | forgot about that.
(beat)
Vell. | don't know if she’s doing cheno yet.
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JUSTI N
(beat)
She didn't tell nme she was sick

ROBYN
Wiy woul d she? It’s not your business and you didn’t have
the right bone marrow to donate.

JUSTI N
Ew. Bone nmarrow? She needs bone marrow? How do you even
nmove that from one person to another?

ROBYN
| don’t know. There’s sone procedure.

JUSTI N
So why does it have to be you? Can’t soneone else do it?
She said she had like two brothers and a sister. Can't they
do it?

ROBYN
(getting flustered)
| don’t know, Justin! She asked ne!
(beat)
| guess they’ re not nmatches or sonething.

JUSTI N
l’d do it, if it was you
ROBYN
You woul d?
JUSTI N
O course. | don’'t want you to die or anything.
ROBYN
Thanks, Justin. | don’t want you to die or anything either.
(beat)
But you probably wouldn’t be a match for ne, anyway.
(beat)

So you don’t think I’mcrazy for wanting to hel p her,
right?

JUSTI N
No. | think Momis crazy for getting in your way. | nean,
woul dn’t she want sonme bone narrow i f she was sick?
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ROBYN
Yes! Exactly! Thank you!

JUSTI N
It still sounds gross, though.

(beat)
So, cone on. Tell nme what she was |ike. WAas she |i ke soccer
mom or cool nonf?

ROBYN
MIlie's not non-like at all. She’'s nore like.l don’t know..
JUSTI N
Cool er ?
ROBYN
She’s just kind of.strange. | can’'t even believe that she
gave birth to ne. W're just so different. | just wouldn’t
t hi nk she has ki ds.
(beat)
| guess she doesn’t have kids.
JUSTI N
So with this bone thing.you re gonna be seeing her a |lot?
ROBYN
| don’t know about a lot. |I don’'t even knowif I'Il be
seeing her ever. | don’t know if she needs to be there for
it.
(beat)
| didn’t even get to say goodbye. Mom was just so nmad and
she was yelling at ne to get into the car. | didn't even
say goodbye to Mllie.
(beat)
Ch, ny God! | really don't knowif |I'Il ever see her again!

(SHE starts to tear up)
| didn’t have enough time to get to know her.

ELI (OS)
Justin! Robyn! Cone set the table!

JUSTI N
(cal l'i ng back)
Ckay! Be right there.
(beat)
You' || see her again, Robyn. You wll.
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ROBYN
(W pi ng her eyes)
Thanks.

JUSTI N
And, if it makes a difference.l’mglad that Mom and Dad
adopt ed you.

ROBYN
(smling)
That’s just because you wanted sonmeone to break themin for
you.

JUSTI N
Ha! Break themin? Did you see how hard it was to get Dad
to let me stay at Brian’s house | ast weekend?

ROBYN
Yeah, because he knew Brian’s parents were going to be out
of town! Wiy didn’t you say you were going to someone
el se’ s house?

JUSTI N
Oh. See? If they hadn’t adopted you, | wouldn’t have
t hought of that.

ROBYN
(beat)
Thanks, Justin.
JUSTI N
Are you com ng downstairs?
ROBYN
Yeah. 1'Il be down in a mnute. Let me just put my stuff

away.

(JUSTIN exits. SHE gl ances at
the laptop and then at the
door. SHE opens the | aptop
and reads sonet hing. SHE

| ooks at the door again, then
types a little. SHE presses
send. Beat then an | M beep.
ROBYN reads and types. END COF
SCENE)
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Act ||

Scene 2
SETTI NG The library. The next afternoon
AT Rl SE: ROBYN is sitting at the table with

her | aptop open. There is a bottle
of water on the table. SHE is
typing furiously. Enter ALEX S.

ALEXI S
(1 ooking around and finally
seei ng ROBYN)
There you are! Wiere the hell have you been?

ROBYN
(startled and caught)
Oh, hey. What are you doing here?

ALEXI S
Looki ng for you. |’ve been |ooking everywhere. | tried
texting you all day. Didn’'t you get then?

ROBYN
(1 ooki ng at her phone)
Ugh, no. | have terrible signal in here.
ALEXI S

Not just now. All day! You weren't in trig, you weren't at
hi story class or study hall when we said we woul d do nore
research. | | ooked on Four Square but you hadn’t checked in
since last night. | thought nmaybe you had gone hone sick
but then Peter said he saw you neeting wth Ms. Reynol ds
at lunch. What the hell are you doing neeting wwth Ms.
Reynol ds? You don’t even take biol ogy, Robyn!

(ROBYN types. ALEXIS sl ans

t he | aptop shut)
Robyn!

ROBYN
Hey! What the hell? | was I Ming!

ALEXI S
Yeah, | know | was talking to you!



ROBYN
| heard you. You don’'t need to slamny conputer shut!

ALEXI S
We need to work on the paper.
(SHE starts taking books out
of her bag)
Il show you the notes fromthe work | did today.
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ROBYN
Vle’'re not presenting until Thursday. W' re fine.

ALEXI S
Yes. Tonorrow i s Thursday.

ROBYN

(beat)

It is? Wll, I can’t work right now because MIlie's going
to be here any m nute.

ALEXI S
Wait, you' re neeting her again?

ROBYN

(SHE | ooks at her phone)

Yeah, but she’'s really late. |’mbarely going to have tinme
to..

ALEXI S
What is she still doing here?

ROBYN
She’s waiting to find out if I’ma match.

ALEXI S
Your parents said yes? You' re going to do it?

ROBYN
| couldn’t get the test done. | needed parental consent and

| didn’t tell them| was going.

ALEXI S
Robyn!

ROBYN
(openi ng her conputer and
clicking around)
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No. Look at all this information |I found out about it | ast
ni ght. They say that the healing process isn't too |ong.
Look, it’s outpatient surgery. Not even that big a deal.

ALEXI S
But it says that the whole thing could take up to six weeks
to do everything. You' re going to mss finals..

ROBYN
| can nmake those up
ALEXI S
And the junior ski trip. That’s in four weeks.
ROBYN
|’mnot going to mss that. | just won’'t ski but | can
still go.
ALEXI S

(beat)
So. You've just got this all worked out.

ROBYN
(def ensi vel y)
You know, MIlie isn't so bad. She’'s actually pretty cool
W’ ve been IMing since |ast night and she’s just travel ed
everywhere on her notorcycle! | nean, everywhere! She’'s
gone to the Grand Canyon and Yell owstone and Ni agara Falls
and Route 66..you renenber Route 66 from.?

ALEXI S
Yes, but Robyn..
ROBYN
And she has that sanme weird ear thing that | have.
ALEXI S
VWhat ear thing?
ROBYN

The funny shape of ny ear |obe. See?
(SHE shows her)

She sent nme a photo.
(ROBYN clicks on her
conput er)

See? That’s hers. Sane thing.
(beat)
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| had to tell her how to use her phone to take a picture
and upload it. That was hilarious.

(beat)
She just seens really cool. Like really adventurous, you
know? Maybe | could travel around |like that sonme day.

ALEXI S
Don’t you think this is just noving really fast? | nean,
two days ago, you didn’'t even know who MIlie was and now
you're IMing wwth her? Cutting classes to get tested,
lying to your parents, and neeting with her during the day.
This isn’t you!

ROBYN
(closing the conmputer)
She’s got | ynphona!

ALEXI S
That’ s just not a pass for everything. Meeting her, sure.
Consi dering a transpl ant...maybe. Everything else, it’'s just
not !

ROBYN
It’s not a pass. It neans that we don’t know when she could
die. For all we know, she could die tonorrow and |I would
never have gotten to know her.

ALEXI S
(beat)
Maybe | just don’t get it because |I’m not adopt ed.

ROBYN
Maybe. You know, | got on a chat room for adoptees and they
all got it. Finding your bio nomis |like.there's so nuch
stuff she’s telling me about ny bio uncle, Stevie, and his
wife. And it’s like.they’'re ny famly, too, sort of. They
even have a son they naned after ny bio dad but they cal
hi m Danny.

ALEXI S
Li sten. Your nom.s great.

ROBYN
| know.

ALEXI S

| nmean, really great.
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ROBYN
| know.

ALEXI S
She made ny Hal |l oween costunme in third grade when ny
parents were too busy with the divorce..

ROBYN
| know. You were a great Beaker.

ALEXI S
And your dad. Not one of those uninvol ved dads, you know?
Not |ike mne. Your dad’s not all busy at work and stuff
and ignoring his kids. He's with you guys all the tine.

ROBYN
| know. |I’mjust saying that | want to know MIlie, too.
She seens pretty great and | really didn’'t get a chance to
talk to her yesterday.

ALEXI S
Yes, because of the awkward and the kind of crazy!
ROBYN
No, because of the screaming and the shoving ne in the car!
ALEXI S
Ckay, fine. You want to get to know her and her whol e crazy
famly, fine. But we still need to do this paper. And

MIlie s comng now? How |l ate is she?

ROBYN
(1 ooki ng at her phone)
About forty five m nutes but ..

ALEXI S
Forty-five m nutes? How do you even know she’s really
com ng?

ROBYN
She’ s com ng!

ALEXI S
How do you know?
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ROBYN
Because!
(flustered)
Wy are you doing that?

ALEXI S
(starting to pack her bag)
You’ ve been sitting here for forty-five mnutes waiting for
her when we coul d have been doing our research! | need to
get a good grade in this class! And you said it would be
easy.

ROBYN
It’s not like it’s every day that ny bio nomjust shows up,
okay? You' re supposed to back nme up! You' re supposed to be
my 911, right?

ALEXI S
Yes, but ..

ROBYN
No, then that's it. Back nme up!

(Enter MLLIE, carrying her
hel met and a bag)

M LLIE
Hey. Sorry I'mlate. Some damm trucker thought he could
squeeze under an overpass and it nmade a giant ness. |diot.
(SHE | ooks back and forth
between the girls)

Did | interrupt sonething?
ALEXI S
No. | was just leaving. | have work to do.
ROBYN
Al exi s.
ALEXI S
No.
(SHE exits)
M LLIE

Boy, she | ooks nad. You sure you don’t want to go talk to
her?
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ROBYN
She’ s just upset about our paper. 1'Il talk to her later.
M LLIE
(SHE opens her bag)
Ckay. Well, | brought all the tapes. Mst of these songs

were ones he played at the canpground for ne. But he had
one or two al buns he put out on his own before | net him
Here's the one with “Everything Possible” on it.

ROBYN
(1 ooking at the tape)
Ch, yeah. Ww, thanks for bringing these. Ch, ny God,
tapes. That’'s so crazy. Ww, even the cases are in good
condi ti on!

M LLIE
Vell, | think this is the first time |I’ve taken them out of
the house since | noved. These aren’t the kinds of tapes
you just throw anywhere, you know? These are special .

ROBYN

Yeah.
(beat)

Ch, I really wwsh | could listen to themtoday but | don’'t
think I can. When you were going to be here before, I would
have had tinme but now.well, | have to be hone for dinner
soon.

M LLIE

Even for a few mnutes? Didn’t you say there was a tape
pl ayer somewhere in here?

ROBYN
In the audio library but there’s only one |istening room so
they’'re really slow Naybe | could cone back again tonorrow
or sonething when | have nore tine. WIIl you still be here?

M LLIE
Maybe. It sorta depends on what happened wth the test
t oday.

ROBYN
Oh, right.
(beat. Awkwardly)
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Vell, | went to the lab but | couldn’t get it done because
| needed a parent consent.

(SHE sees MLLIE is

di sappoi nted. Quickly)
But 1"mgoing to talk to ny parents tonight and I’ m sure
they' Il sign the fornm

M LLI E
| don’t know. Your nmbmdidn't seemtoo excited..

ROBYN
They just needed a day to do their research and get
confortable. They like to think about things before they do
them |’msure that when | talk to them it wll be fine.

M LLIE

You know, Robyn, if you don’t wanna..
ROBYN

No, | do. | do. I'lIl get the parent consent tonight.
M LLIE

Okay. It’s just that it’s one nore day closer to needing to
enter that other program So I'mreally just waiting on
you.

ROBYN
| know. It’ll get done tonorrow.
(awkwar d beat)
Oh! Here are the photos that | told you about.
(SHE t akes sone phot os out of
HER bag)
Just a few fromwhen | was a baby and then grow ng up

M LLIE
(1 ooking at them
Oh, you were a fat little baby, weren't you?

ROBYN
Yes, | was, apparently, a very good eater.
M LLIE
What the hell is this?
ROBYN
Ch, ballet. I was in a ballet class for, like, five

m nutes, and that was ny recital outfit.
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M LLIE
Pretty fancy looking. I don't think |I ever had anything
with so many sparkly things. And a |lotta pink.

ROBYN
Yeah. Well, ballet has a | ot of pink.

M LLIE
(1 ooks at a new phot 0)
You're winning an award for sonething here?

ROBYN
Oh, yeah. Track. | got first place in a conpetition
M LLIE
Well, that sure explains the little shorts. But, hey, |ook

at that! What are you, ten, or sonething here?

ROBYN
Sonmet hing |ike that.

M LLIE
And see? There are those boobs | was tal ki ng about. Just
shot right out of you, didn't they?

ROBYN

Yes, it was very annoyi ng.
(beat)

Hey, MIIlie?

M LLIE
Yeah?

ROBYN
| wanted to ask you sonet hi ng.

M LLIE
Yeah?

ROBYN
Well .l was | ooking up sone statistics, you know, about who

woul d be the best candidates for you to get a bone marrow

transplant fromand it said that your siblings would be.
(beat)

You asked them right? Your brothers and sister? You asked

t henf
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M LLIE
wel |l ..

ROBYN
You didn’'t ask thenf

M LLIE
It’s conplicated.

ROBYN

Are you kidding? It’s not conplicated!
(1 owering her voice)
It’s not conplicated!

M LLIE
Now, hold on!
ROBYN
| nmean, | know you don’t talk to your sister but, cone on,

you tracked me down to see if | could do it; you could
probably talk to her. And your brothers? | nean, you talk
to them right? So what’'s the probl enf

M LLIE
You know you get all pissy pretty fast when you think you
know everything. You don’t know everyt hi ng!

ROBYN
Keep your voi ce down. Ckay, fine. What don’t | know?
M LLIE
None of us got tested for ny nom
ROBYN
What ? You didn't get tested either?
M LLIE
No. But before you start..
ROBYN

VWit a mnute! You want ne to get tested for a bone marrow
transplant to save your life and you wouldn’t even do it
for your nother?

M LLIE
| woul dn’t have been a likely match for ny nom
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(beat)
| " m adopt ed, too.

ROBYN
You..?

M LLIE
It was just one of those weird things that we both got it.

ROBYN
(over whel ned)
You' re adopted, too.

M LLIE
Yeah. But it’s not like nmy nomreally wanted ne or
anything. My birth parents left ne behind at Bl ackbird
Per ch.

ROBYN
On purpose?

M LLIE
Ch, yeah.
(ROBYN drinks her water)
They knew how to di sappear with the best of them They
didn't bring a car so there was no |license plate nunber to
track. They paid in cash so there were no credit cards.
They gave fake nanes. Everything. Totally untrackabl e.

ROBYN
Ch, ny God. That's crazy. Who does that? How coul d you
abandon a baby like that at a canpground? What did the
police say?

M LLIE
My nomdidn't like to get the police involved in stuff that
happened on her canpground. But she also didn't want to
t ake anot her kid in.

ROBYN
What do you nean, another kid? How many kids had she taken
in?

M LLIE
Al three of them M/ brothers were fromnmny dad s first
marriage and ny dad’ s brot her abandoned ny sister when she
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was an infant. | nean, ny nother had beconme a dunping
ground for unwanted ki ds.

ROBYN
Ww. So your nom never gave birth to any of her kids.

(SHE drinks a |ot)

M LLIE
Nope. But if ny dad ever needs sone kinda bone or bl ood
sonething, he’'s all set. You okay there?

ROBYN
VWhat about your bio parents? You never found out who they
were? | mean, there’s no lead there at all?

M LLIE
My bio parents?

ROBYN
Your bi ol ogical parents. Sorry, that’s what they say on
this chat room You never found out who they were?

M LLIE
Never. | told you, they covered their tracks.
ROBYN
God, that really sucks. | guess | just figured | woul d neet

nmy bi o..bi ol ogi cal parents sonetine. But when | was ol der
like twenty five or sonmething. But, to never neet them
That’ s just..

M LLIE
Yeah. You're the only blood relative of mne that | know
about. You're ny only real famly.

ROBYN
(realizing)
Ch! | guess.l guess that’'s true.
(beat. SHE drinks water)
Do you..do you ever wonder, when you’'re neeting people, if
they’ re your bio parents? Sorry, biological parents.

M LLIE
Not as nmuch anynore. But | used to. That's part of why I'd
hang out at Bl ackbird Perch so nuch; | thought maybe ny
birth parents woul d cone back | ooking for ne one day.
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ROBYN
(beat)
| used to |l ook at people in the mall and wonder if they
were ny parents.

M LLIE
Trying to see if they look like you.

ROBYN
Yeah. O if their kids did.

M LLIE

This m ght sound kinda stupid but | always wondered if ny
birth parents were sone kinda singers or sonething. You
know, Reba McEntire or.Dolly Parton or sonething.

ROBYN
You t hought Dol ly Parton was your birth nonf

M LLIE
Hey, we had the sane boob thing going on; it nade sense to
me at the time. Well, come on, you nust have had sone crazy
i deas about who | was.

ROBYN
| don’t know. | had a |l ot of ideas.

(beat)

When | was younger, | thought maybe you were Judy Bl une.

M LLIE
Who?

ROBYN

She wote a bunch of books | was reading. "Tales of a
Fourth Grade Nothing” and “Superfudge”. O her stuff. | knew
she grew up in New Jersey.

M LLIE
Ri ght. Because you t hought you were born in New Jersey.

ROBYN
Yeah.
(beat)
| ve never told anyone about the Judy Blune thing. Sone of
the ot her ideas, yes, but not Judy Bl une.
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M LLIE
Yeah, | don’'t go around telling people about Dolly Parton
ei t her.

ROBYN

I f your nom was supposed to be Dolly Parton, who was your
dad?

M LLI E
John Denver

ROBYN
VWho?

M LLI E

John Denver. Singer. You know Fred Smal | but not John
Denver ?

ROBYN
| guess not.

M LLI E
Well, who was yours?

ROBYN
M. Rogers.

M LLI E

Oh, that’s a good one. Danny used to watch him He seens
i ke he’d be a good dad.

ROBYN
That’ s what | thought!
(beat)
| can’t believe you re adopted, too.

M LLIE
Yeah. Kinda weird, huh?
ROBYN
Very weird. |I’ve only nmet a couple other people who were

adopt ed.
(beat)
How conme you didn't tell nme yesterday?

M LLIE
| don't really think about it that nuch.
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ROBYN
Ww, | think about it all the time. But, | nmean, for you,
you were just another kid who was adopted in this big
famly. | guess you wouldn’t think about it then.

(suddenl y overwhel ned)
Ww. This is just.this is so nmuch stuff!
(SHE drinks and | ooks at her
phone)
Ugh, | really have to go hone for dinner. |I’msorry.

M LLIE
(as ROBYN starts packi ng up)
But you' re gonna get the test tonorrow, right? | nean, |

can’'t wait around here forever. | gotta get back soon
ROBYN
Yes, I'll go tonorrow and | should have the test results by

the tinme that | neet you to listen to the tapes. This
bi ol ogy teacher said they cone back right away.

M LLIE
Ckay, good.
(beat)
Don't forget the pictures. Thanks for bringing then I
al ways wondered what your life was |iKke.

ROBYN
Ch, you can keep those. | have themall on digital. Those
are just copies | made for you.

M LLIE
(touched)
Oh, wow. That's.that’'s really nice.

ROBYN
No problem So, tonorrow then?

M LLI E
Yeah. Tonorrow.

(Awkwar d beat as ROBYN

del i berates a hug but then
waves and exits. MLLIE | ooks
at the photos and starts to
tear up or cry. END SCENE)
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Act ||
Scene 3
SETTI NG ROBYN s room Later.
AT RI SE: ROBYN i s | eani ng over her conputer

and JUSTIN i s wal ki ng around
excitedly. | M beep.

JUSTI N

And then | just got under his foot and pow
(HE puts his hands in the air
and runs around the roon as
ROBYN t ypes)

GOOOOOAAAALLLL
(HE stops when HE realizes
ROBYN isn’t reacting)

Don't you think that’s totally cool?

ROBYN
| guess. It’s a basic nove, though. | learned it a mllion
years ago. | don’'t even know why you’'re taking soccer. M.
Beasely isn’t even a real soccer coach; he’'s an English
teacher. | nean, you |ike swinmmng. Just do that.

(I M beep)

JUSTI N

Well, you do track, soccer, flute and that environnental

thing. Wwy can’t | do swi mm ng and soccer?

ROBYN
o (typi ng)
And junior track. Don't forget, you did that, too.
JUSTI N
So?
ROBYN

So just find your own things to do. Quit doing m ne.

JUSTI N
You don’t own soccer and track. O her people can do it,
t oo, you know.
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ROBYN
(I M beep)
What ever.
JUSTI N
| can |ike soccer and track, too. |I wouldn't get all snotty
if you |iked sw nm ng.
ROBYN

(typi ng)

Ch, ny God, Justin! Wuld you shut up? Wiy do you even need
to be here? Can’t you find sonething el se to do sonewhere
else? I'mreally trying to talk with Danny right now.

JUSTI N
Qoh, Danny! |Is he a boy you |ike? Does he play soccer, too?

ROBYN
(I M beep)
No, dummy. It's MIlie' s nephew. You think I'd tell you
about a boy | |ike?

JUSTI N
(as she types)
And you don’t like MIlie s nephew?

ROBYN
Ew, Justin. That’d be |ike..dating..my bio cousin!

(I M beep. There is a knock on
t he door. ROBYN cl oses the
conput er)

ROBYN
Conme in!

(Enter BEVERLY)

BEVERLY
s this a good tine to tal k?

ROBYN
Yes. It’'s fine.
(to JUSTIN)
| have to talk to Mom and Dad.
(HE doesn’t nove)
So..t hat neans go!
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BEVERLY
Robyn.
JUSTI N
Man, | mss all the good stuff!
(HE exits)
BEVERLY
Next tinme, try to ask himnicely.
ROBYN
|s Dad comng, too? | wanted to talk to both of you
BEVERLY
Yes, he’'s just finishing cleaning up fromdinner. | just

t hought you and | could chat a little first.

ROBYN
Oh. Ckay.

BEVERLY
| know you found out a lot of this stuff with Mllie
accidental ly, through Facebook or Justin or from her but
not really any of it directly fromme or from Dad.

ROBYN
Wait, you wanted to talk about MIlie?

BEVERLY
| just thought.it’s probably really confusing. Do you..have
any questions or anything?

ROBYN
| don’t know.
(beat)
How much did you know about MI1lie?

BEVERLY
Bef ore she showed up, nothing. W knew she was from
Arkansas, that was all.

ROBYN
Do you hate her? | mean, | know you don’t trust her, but do
you hate her?
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BEVERLY
| don’t know her at all so | can’t possibly hate her. And
she gave nme you, one of the best things in ny life. So |
couldn’t hate her. Even if she was a terrible person, she
still gave nme you.

ROBYN
Did you ever wonder about her?

BEVERLY
VWho, MIIie?

ROBYN

Before we knew it was MIllie, did you wonder who she would
be? Like in the mall or anything?

BEVERLY
In the mall?
ROBYN
Yeah, like imagining she’d be wal king around the nmall.
BEVERLY
Well, no, because | knew she was from Arkansas so | figured
she probably wasn’t in a mall in New Jersey. But | did

wonder what her story was; why she gave you up, what the
ci rcunstances were, things like that. Probably a ot of the
sane things you m ght have wonder ed.

ROBYN
Ri ght .

BEVERLY

But | never questioned the fact that you were ny daughter.
When we first saw you, you were crying but when you were
put into ny arns, you cal ned down i mediately and started
| ooking at ny face. | nean, | know now that you probably
couldn’t see a | ot because babies that age can’'t see very
far but | was just sure that you could see ne and that you
were choosing nme just like | was choosing you.

ROBYN
(beat)
| remenber one night, when Justin was a baby, he was crying
so hard and | went to the crib to try to cal mhimdown. But
| could never do it; he only cal med dowmn with you.



I'l-3-97

BEVERLY
You were only four. Four year olds don't need to know how
to soothe an infant.

ROBYN

(beat)
| was on sone chat roons for adopted kids and a | ot of them
have really nmessed up famlies. Like one girl’s adopted
parents were killed in a car crash when she was seven and
anot her one was abused by her uncle. Just crazy stuff. But
then they go and neet their bio parents and sonetines it’s
even worse. The bio parents don’'t want to talk to them or
they’ re druggies or they want noney or sonet hing.

(beat)
|’mglad that you and Dad and MIlie aren’t |ike that.

BEVERLY
Me too.
(beat)
You know, I'’mon a listserv for adoptive parents.
ROBYN
You are?
BEVERLY

Yeah. And | started emailing themlast night after we got
home to get advi ce.

ROBYN
And what did they say?
BEVERLY
To do this. Talk with you. Ask about your feelings.

(beat)
This is all newterritory for ne and your dad, too, you
know.

ROBYN
Yeah.
(there is a knock on the
door)
Cone in.
(enter ELI)

ELI
Hey.
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BEVERLY
Hey. Thanks for cl eani ng up.
ELI
(to ROBYN)
So. You wanted to talk to us?
ROBYN
Yes. Well, | know you wanted to do research today about the

test and everything before | could do it.

ELI
W didn't say you could do it, Robyn.

ROBYN
You know what | nean, Dad. So. Did you do the research?

(BEVERLY and ELI exchange
gl ances)

ELI
Yes, we did. And there are a few things. First, | did hear
fromMIlie s doctor today.

ROBYN
So you believe her now?

ELI
He confirmed pretty nuch everything she said. He said a
bone marrow donor woul d be her best bet.

ROBYN
You see? | told you!
ELI
Ckay, yes. But then we also got a call fromMs. Reynol ds.
ROBYN
Oh.
ELI

She said that you already tried to get tested today.

ROBYN
She said she wouldn’t tell anyone!
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BEVERLY

She was very concer ned.
ROBYN

Well, | couldn’'t do it, anyway. So it doesn't matter.
BEVERLY

It does matter, Robyn. You woul d have been agreeing to do a
whol e operati on!

(beat)
Look, we’'re worried about you. We’re worried that you're
getting taken in by MIlie very easily.

ROBYN
Ch, God, Mom

ELI

Robyn, we understand how inportant MIlie is to you. Your
mom and | al ways knew t hat she m ght show up sone day. And
we agreed that, if she did, we would support your
relationship with her.

(beat)
But we think it’'s just too nmuch to ask of a sixteen year
old to undergo this kind of operation.

ROBYN
No, | have to get tested! | have to!

BEVERLY
You don’t have to, Robyn. You want to.

ROBYN
No, it’'s not just that. MIlie was adopted, too. |I'm her
only blood relative that she knows of. | could be her only
chance.

BEVERLY

(after a silence)
She told you that?

ROBYN
Yes. Her brothers and sister, they were all sort of
adopted. But she was |left on her nother’s canpground! Can
you believe that? Isn’t that horrible?

ELI
She told you that she was left on a canpground?
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ROBYN
Yes. And there was no way to track down the parents because
they paid in cash and didn’t have a car and so she doesn’t
know who they are at all. She doesn’'t know if she has bl ood
brothers or sisters. I'"mher only blood rel ative.

(ELI and BEVERLY exchange

gl ances)
BEVERLY
(gently)
When did she tell you this, honey?
ROBYN
Earlier today.
ELI

You were tal king with her through Facebook agai n?

ROBYN
(coveri ng)
Yes, on Facebook. And | asked her about her brothers and
si ster because | saw that siblings had the highest
i kelihood for being a match and that’s when she told ne

t hat she was adopted. So now I'mthe only one. | have to
get tested.
ELI
You're still too young, Robyn.
ROBYN

But Dad..! She’s going to die!

BEVERLY
Okay, |ook. Your father and | have decided that you were
ri ght about hel ping people; we did teach you that. So,
because MIlie is.who she is.to you, we would consi der ..
(SHE takes a big breath)
We woul d consider getting tested oursel ves.

ROBYN
What ?
(beat)
But you're not going to be matches.
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ELI

You don’t know that. Anyone could be a match.

ROBYN
| amthe nost |ikely person.

BEVERLY
This is our conprom se.

ROBYN
Your conprom se? You' re conprom sing on her |ife? Ckay,
let’s say you do it and you're not a match, will | be able
to be tested then?

BEVERLY

No. Look, this is a very painful procedure. You could have
bone or nerve damage..

ROBYN
No, | looked it up. The website | saw said that that was a
very small |ikelihood.

ELI

Nerve damage is very serious. It mght never repair itself
and this could cause all kinds of problenms for you. It
could affect your running track or hiking or even driving.
Wal ki ng up stairs. Anything physical.

ROBYN
Ch, cone on, Dad.

ELI
This is all fromresearch we found. Rehab can take a | ong
tinme.

BEVERLY
And if it doesn’t go well, you mght need to put off your
pl ans for college. W don’t want you to have to do that.

ROBYN
Now you’ re just exaggerating.

BEVERLY
No, we’re not. Rehab can be very difficult. And doctors
have said that the whol e experience can be a real enotiona
burden, too.
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ROBYN
Vll, don’t you think it would be an enotional burden if
she di ed?
ELI
O course.
BEVERLY

But | ook at you already, Robyn. You're on IMwth her al
the tine..

ROBYN
Not all the tine..

BEVERLY
.you're fighting with us, you' re running out to a |lab
during school. And that’s before you have even had a test.

ROBYN
VWhat if it was you who was sick? Huh? One of you. Wul dn't
you want nme to get tested?

BEVERLY
No.
ELI
No.
ROBYN

VWhat ? That’'s crap! You wouldn’t want ne to get tested to
save your |ife?

ELI
No. Look, there are registries that we would get on. But we
woul dn’t ask you or Justin to doit. MIllie is probably on
one of the registries already.

ROBYN
But, Dad, that’'s not going to get her a donor by next week.

BEVERLY
Robyn. It was very unfair for MIlie to put this kind of
responsibility on you. It’s not your job to save her.
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ROBYN
You don’t understand! None of you understands! You know who
understands? MIliel MIlie knows what it’s |like to be
adopt ed! She under st ands!

BEVERLY
Ckay. So tell wus.
ROBYN
What ?
BEVERLY
You say we don’t understand. So tell us what it’s |ike.
ROBYN
Mom you can’t just.it’s not that easy.
BEVERLY
Come on, | tal ked before. Now it’s your turn. You al ways

wonder ed about where you cane fronf?

ROBYN
Yes, but that’s not what | nean.

BEVERLY
So then tell us what you nean.

ROBYN

(beat)

Justin was always your actual child.

BEVERLY
Ch, honey.

ROBYN
No, he was. | nean, you had him You didn't have ne. You

don’t have any pictures of ne fromthe day I was born or
the bracelet fromthe hospital or any of that stuff. And he
was |like the mracle child, you know? You weren’'t supposed
to be able to have himand so | was it. | was supposed to
be the only one. And | didn’t even know then. So, fine! |
got used to having a brother and not being the only one.

But then, when | found out that | wasn't really yours.well,
then...l nean, | wasn’t good enough to be your only child?
You just had to go and have your own?
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BEVERLY
Robyn, you know we had no idea that we coul d have ki ds!

ROBYN
Because, if you did, you never would have adopted ne at
al | .

ELI

Ve did adopt you. And that’'s what matters.
ROBYN

Yeah, and then had one of your own.

(beat)
And, you know, he m ght be your child but he’'s a big dork
in math! He sure didn't get your genes wth that!

ELI
Robyn!
ROBYN
What? He is! And I’ mbetter than himat track. And soccer.
BEVERLY
But it’s not a conpetition.
ROBYN
It was always a conpetition. Al ways.

(beat)
And then, when MIlie showed up, she was mne, all m ne.
And she doesn’t have anyone el se; she only wants ne. Not ne

and Justin, just nme! And, until MIIlie showed up, | never
knew why she gave ne up. Wiy she didn’'t want ne,
why..anything. | nmean, how coul d sonmeone not want nme? Not

want a baby? Wat did | do? Wat coul d have been so bad
that they had to give nme up?

(beat)
And | thought of all kinds of things. Maybe she was a drug
addi ct or maybe she had been raped.

ELI
Ch, honey.

ROBYN
But, now, | found out that she did want ne and that it was
her nmother that didn’t want me..her horrible, horrible
not her ..
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BEVERLY
Robyn!

ROBYN
You have no idea, Mom she was awful! And she thought | was
sone kind of bad omen or sonething after Danil o died.

BEVERLY

You have never been a bad onen.

ELI
VWho' s Danil 0?

ROBYN
My bio dad. So. If MIlie really wanted ne.l don’t know. |
feel |like she got cheated. And now she’s dying and she’s
never going to get to be a nomthe way she really wanted to
be. O have a famly really, at all. |I nmean, she didn’'t get

to have her real parents and she didn't get to have her
real daughter. She’s all al one.

BEVERLY
(beat)
You never told us all this stuff about why you thought your
birth nmom had to have you adopted. O about Justin.

ROBYN
VWhat was the point? It wouldn’t have changed anyt hi ng.

BEVERLY
Robyn, you were always our first child. Even with Justin,
even though |I gave birth to him he is and will always be

our second child. I don’t love himany | ess because of it
but I don’t love himany nore either. I don't want you to
feel like you need to conpete for nmy lIove or for Dad’' s
| ove. W& al ways | ove you. Because you’ re our daughter.
(beat)

Are you hearing ne?

ROBYN
Yes, Mom | hear you.

BEVERLY

Good. It’s very inportant to ne that you know t hat.

ROBYN
So, now, what about MIIlie?
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ELI
Do you want us to get tested?

ROBYN
Yes, Dad!

ELI

Ckay, then. We'll get tested.

ROBYN
Ckay, but you have to do it tonorrow because she really
needs to know and she’'s waiting to find out before she can
go back hone.

BEVERLY
She’s still here?
ROBYN
Yes.
ELI
(beat)
Well. W'll get tested first thing then.
ROBYN
Okay. Thank you.
BEVERLY

You' re wel cone.
(SHE hugs ROBYN)
Now, finish up your work so you can get sone sleep

(ELI hugs ROBYN)

ROBYN
Tomorrow, will you text ne as soon as you have the results?
BEVERLY
W will call you at |unch.
ROBYN

(grunpily)
Fi ne.

(END SCENE)
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Act ||
Scene 4

SETTI NG The audio library. The foll ow ng
af t er noon.

AT RI SE: The table is noved to indicate a

different part of the library.

M LLIE is pacing. Her helnet and
bag sit on the table. Enter ROBYN
wi th backpack and water bottle.

ROBYN
Oh, you're here. | was just looking for the librarian and
she said the listening roomis open. It’s right down there.
Let’s go. | can’'t wait to hear his nusic.

(SHE starts to exit)

M LLIE
(gently pulling ROBYN back)
Hang on.
ROBYN
What ?
M LLIE
Did you go?

( ROBYN si ghs)
You said today. You said today you'd go.

ROBYN
| know. But the problemis that ny parents wouldn't let ne
because they think I'’mtoo young.

M LLIE
Too young? Too young? | was too goddammed young to give
birth but | did that!

ROBYN
(keepi ng her voice down)
Ri ght. Ckay, but listen. They said | couldn't get tested
but they woul d.
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M LLIE
Your parents?

ROBYN
Yes.

M LLIE

So what the hell good is that gonna do? I'’mnot related to
t hem

ROBYN
Right. Well, they weren't matches.

M LLIE
O course they weren’t!

ROBYN

They coul d have been. You never know.

M LLIE
| don’t know why | wasted ny tinme waiting around if they
were going to say no.

ROBYN
|"’mreally sorry.
M LLI E
Vell, it’s not your fault. | mean, you probably did what
you could. | nean, you tried on your own..
ROBYN
Ri ght, but | needed a parent consent.
M LLIE
(realizing)
Parent consent.
ROBYN

Yeah. And they said no. So that’s.you know, that’s.l’'m
sorry.

(beat)
Wiy don't we go listen to Danilo’s nmusic for a while and
t hen..

MLLIE
What if | gave ny consent?
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ROBYN
What ?
M LLIE
Yeah. | nean, |’myour parent, too. | could give ny parent
consent.
ROBYN
But you’'re not ny | egal guardi an.
M LLIE
They don’t have to know that.
ROBYN
No, that’s..
M LLIE
Didn’t you say you wanted to do this? | nmean, |’ m not

maki ng you do this. You said you wanted to.

ROBYN
No, | know, but..

M LLIE
So I'’mjust hel ping you do sonething that you want to do.

ROBYN

(getting unconfortabl e)

Vell, yeah, but it’s not like it's for me. It's for you.
You' d be doing it for you.

M LLIE
Robyn. | don’t know how nuch |onger |'ve got. | could kick
it tonorrow.

ROBYN

O you could live for another forty years or sonething.

M LLIE
Anot her forty years? Wiat the hell good is that gonna do
me? Just sitting around, waiting to die? Going to doctors’
appointments all the tine. Going into experinent after
experinment and just hoping that sone day they'Il find a
cure for this goddammed thing that’s eating ne alive?

ROBYN
You could get a donor froma I|ist.
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M LLI E
| don't want it from soneone on a |ist!

ROBYN
Wiy not? If it’s going to save you..

M LLIE
| myour nother. | could do it. I could sign..

ROBYN
(yel l'i ng)

No. No, you’'re not! You re not ny nother!
(Beat. SHE | ooks around the
library self-consciously.
Qui eter)

You' re not ny nother.

M LLIE
(as ROBYN dri nks)
Really. So I just imagined the nine nonths of pregnancy and
t he seventeen hours of |abor?

ROBYN
Sevent een hours?

M LLIE
(as MLLIE gets | ouder, ROBYN
signals to | ower her voice)
That’ s right! Seventeen hours! And | didn’t get one of

t hose pain nedicines everyone has. | felt every single
m nute of pain! And let nme tell you! You were not a snal
baby! Ei ght pounds, el even ounces! And tall. | even had to

have surgery afterwards because you had pl opped yourself
down in the corner of nmy hip so | couldn't walk w thout a
linmp! So don’t you sit there and tell nme I’ m not your

not her! | am your nother!

ROBYN
(qui eter voice)
Yes, you're ny birth nother, my bio nom And | had no idea
that it took seventeen hours of |abor or that | hurt your

hip. I didn't even know that coul d happen.
(beat)
But that still doesn’'t make you ny | egal guardian or ny

nother. Only nmy nother nother is the one who can give

parental consent. And ny father. But not you.
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M LLIE
You know, | would have done anything, anything for you.
Because | am your nother! Wiy do you think | didn't show up
earlier? You think it was fun for ne to be waiting out
there for you to turn eighteen so | could find you? No! It
was hell! It killed nme every goddammed day! But | did it to
hel p you! Everyone said to wait until eighteen so |
woul dn’t nmess you up. But | couldn’t because of this
goddammed..and now | guess |’'ve screwed you up and you’ ve
screwed ne up right back. Good then. Now we’'re even

(SHE picks up her hel nmet and
bag)

ROBYN
You know, you're making this all ny fault but, cone on, if
your bi o nom showed up, would you call her your nother?
(Sil ence)
For all that you are nmad at your nother, she's still your
mom | can’t imagine that you would call sone other wonman
your nother. Can you?

(Sil ence)
Ckay, then.
(beat)
Look. 1 didn’'t know.Thank you. For not contacting nme before

now. But we know each other now. And | can help you in
ot her ways.

M LLIE
" m not | ooking for hand-outs.

ROBYN
Ch, | didn’t nmean that. | wouldn’t have any to give,
anyway. | just nmean.you said it isn't going to be easy so..l

mean.l’mreally good at research and | could cone out and

visit you or sonething. And we could go on trips or..
(SHE i s enbarrassed)

If you want. | don’t know if ..

M LLIE
No, | do, | do. | just didn't know if you..

ROBYN
| do.
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M LLIE
| nmean, | didn't scare you off or anything?
ROBYN
(smling)
Were you trying to?
M LLIE

(beat. Softly)
| could die, you know.

ROBYN
| know.

M LLIE
You want to be around for that? Really?

ROBYN
(beat. Suddenly hugs M LLIE)
| want to be around before that.

(END SCENE. END OF PLAY.)
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