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DANTE IN JIFFY LUBE 

 
Synopsis 

 
 

DANTE ALIGHIERI’s epic poem, THE DIVINE COMEDY 
(written in the 1500s) is the journey of Dante, 
accompanied by the poet Virgil, through three realms 
Purgatory, The Inferno and Paradise. In this journey, 
Dante witnesses assorted horrors, punishments, and 
challenges before arriving in Paradise. 

Set in the year 2000, DANTE IN JIFFY LUBE dramatizes 
the true story of how a drug company combined Oxycodone 
with a newly patented drug, Contin; and drove it backed 
with massive incentives, promotional items and 
Congressional backing into the medical world, starting a 
decade of “pain relief” which turned into a street 
addiction nightmare. 

DANTE IN JIFFY LUBE is the modern-day journey of a 
psychotic man (ERNIE) who imagines himself to be Dante 
Alegheri. ERNIE/DANTE makes his way through a hidden 
world most of us never experience - psychiatric 
hospitalization. ERNIE/DANTE travels over a modern, 
scientific moral terrain armed with poetry and helps us 
probe our assumptions about healing, sin, redemption, 
opioids, corporate greed and poetry. 

Between the poetic and the economic comes a third 
character whom the delusional ERNIE/DANTE sees as JOAN 
OF ARC, representing human kindness. 

All this takes place in our contemporary society 
which has given up on genuine healing in favor of 
“Jiffy Lube” medicine where pharmacology and incentive 
driven opioid sales are used to get patients 
functional, or at least “happy” and “back on the road 
of life.” 

It is reported that some 70,000 people die each 
year from overdose of prescription opioids. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cast of Characters 

 
Carla (Nurse Turner)   Head Psychiatric Nurse – 
      30’s, top of the game as 
      far as psych nursing goes. 
 
Ernie / Dante    Ernie (60’s) is a chronic, 

long-term, delusional 
psychiatric patient. His 
main delusion is that he 
is Dante Alighieri and is 
on a journey through 
Purgatory, the Inferno and 
Paradise. 

Ken Cominsky     20’s, A pharmaceutical rep, 
he is crisp and “buttoned-down” 
in demeanor. Carries a fancy 
Coach samples case. 

 
Joan      60’s. A former, chronic 

patient (“frequent flyer”) 
who now makes comforters to 
give free to patients in 
order for them to know that 
someone cares. She also runs 
a “life sharing” program 
from her home. 

 
Scene 

Psychiatric unit in hospital 
 

Time 
 

The present. 
 

Special Props 
 

Stuffed “Smiley Face” Imogee doll 
8” x 10” envelope containing research 
8” X 10” envelope containing promotional program material 
#10 envelope with all expenses paid to training 
“OXY Be Happy” T-shirt 



 
 
 
 
“OXY Be Happy” – Reggae CD 
Face pain scale (happy to sad) 
Two “Right Step” plastic pedometers 
 
PEOPLE magazine with Angelina Joli and Brad Pitt on the 
cover. 
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    ACT I 
    Scene 1 
 

SETTING     NURSE'S STATION in locked 
PSYCHIATRIC UNIT – MORNING. 
LIGHTING - everything is grey and 
colorless, like a photograph with 
only mid-tones. No sharp 
contrasts. 
 
 There is a low counter or cubicle 
area behind which are seen 
shelves of charts, books and 
documents, computer monitors, and 
doors leading elsewhere. 
 
 One door has sign which reads 
“MEDICATION ROOM - Authorized 
Personnel Only". 
 
 Opposite of the counter there are 
two chairs and a table with 
magazines. This demarcates 
corridor wall if in limbo. 

 
AT RISE 

 ERNIE/DANTE slowly is edging his 
way along the corridor wall, 
approaching the counter in sweat 
suit or scrubs, his hair wild. 

 CARLA, the head nurse, at the 
Nurse's Station is looking over a 
chart.  
 
AUDIO UP THEN UNDER. 
 
THREE LITTLE BIRDS, 
By Sean Paul, Ziggy Marley 
 
Well easy don't worry all you life away 
You saying a lot of prayers to the devil I say, I say 
Jah live, Jah live 
So then me go so then 
Don't worry (easy you brain), about a thing (do 
you hear what we say) 
Every little thing is gonna be alright (Well listen 
we again) 
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Woke up this morning, smile with the rising sun 
(Yeah-Yeah!) 
Three little birds, pitched by my doorstep (Yo-
Yo!) 
Singing sweet songs (hey now), of melodies pure 
and true (Hey now!) 
Singing, this is my message to you... 
REPEAT – Don’t worry ...  
FADE OUT. 
 

(ERNIE/DANTE is making his way along the 
perimeter of some vast, interior imaginary 
space.) 

CARLA 
(looking up) 

Good morning Ernie. 
 
    ERNIE/DANTE 

Dante. 
CARLA 

(back to chart) 
And how is Ernie this morning? 
 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Ernie is wandering through the wreckage of his life. He's 
looking forward to... to what? The mileposts ahead of him 
stretch to... to where? A pity party. Poor Ernie.  
 
I, on the other hand, am Dante Alighieri, the poet from 
Florence - exiled to Verona -  and I am making my way along 
Lucifer's body. Down this right-hand wall is the path from 
Purgatorio through the Inferno into Paradisio. 
  CARLA 
Ernie, that's the corridor wall, not Lucifer. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Yes, of course you're right, Nurse Turner. But, it only 
looks like a corridor wall because Lucifer is gigantic, 
maybe a mile wide at his waist. But whatever his width, 
Lucifer will claim that it's more than that. Claim he is 
the biggest and best Arch Angel. Totally Perfect. And, 
Hell!? Hell is his hotel where he keeps his minions. Hell 
is a tower and it goes clear to the center of the Earth. 
You can't see the portion of Lucifer's body which is 
above the ceiling and below the floor. He's lying on his 
side and THANK GOD we can't see his face! Lucifer has 
three mouths which chew constantly - forever! In his 
first mouth is Judas.  

(Continued) 
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ERNIE/DANTE 
(continued) 

In his second mouth are tyrants Brutus, Hitler, Stalin, 
Mao, the Hutu Akazu, Pol Pot, and the Grinch Who Stole 
Christmas. In his third mouth, scientists and 
technologists Thomas Midgley, Jr., the inventor of both 
leaded gasoline and chlorofluorocarbons - the engineer 
who was single-handedly responsible for global warming! 
Robert Oppenheimer and Enrico Fermi who gave the world 
the atomic bomb. And, let’s not forget Ron Popiel who 
gave us the Ronco “Pocket-Fisherman”. 

 CARLA 
Three mouths, eh? 

 ERNIE/DANTE 
Yeah, and we are all very lucky that we have this wall here 
to keep us from seeing Lucifer's SKIN... his skin is so 
HUGE that the hairs on his body don’t just look like 
SNAKES, they ARE snakes... 

(gestures) 
THIS big around, alive and writhing. And he has six arms 
and six hands each one is ready to reach out and grab you! 

CARLA 
Ooooo! That wall is a good thing. 

(beat)         
Remind me who Lucifer is? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Lucifer is the glorious, spectacular and popular Arch 
Angel who inspires mankind to believe that we can be 
perfect! Can shoot par someday! That we ARE perfect or at 
the very least humanity is... 

(as YOGI BEAR) 
smarter than than the average bear, Boo-Boo! 

(as ERNIE/DANTE) 
That we MUST HAVE a college degree. TWO degrees! 
Graduate, Post-Graduate and Post-Post-Graduate! And, 
believes it is important to play golf even though we suck. 

CARLA  
There is no Lucifer behind that wall. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
He could be. You just can’t see him. For his arrogance, in 
believing that he was like unto God, Lucifer was cast by God 
into the Inferno. Here. What we call Hell. 

CARLA 
You are not in Hell, Ernie. There is no such thing as 
Hell. You're here in Psychiatric Services. You are 
getting treatment. You're taking your medicines, and 
you're getting better! 
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ERNIE/DANTE 
That's right. The scientific, medical model of modern 
thought! Ernie is taking his meds. Ernie is getting better 
every day, aren't I? I'm getting well. I love getting well! 

(patting the wall) 
And, Dante loves Lucifer! Lucifer gives Dante his sense 
of purpose - to walk toward Paradisiso! Lucifer gives 
Ernie his sense of getting better. Of accomplishment. Of 
have hope to play golf soon. Nurse Turner... tell me 
honestly – honestly - where would I be without a GOOD 
credit score? Or a better handicap? 
 
TWO good credit scores!? THREE good credit scores!? And, 
bank cards! A Black AMEX card! And, don’t forget Medical 
Insurance! I’ll tell you where I’d be with out all of 
that! I’d be up shit creek without a paddle, I’d be in 
Hell! I’d be so anxious, it would drive me crazy! 

(blasé) 
But, I am far better than that poor woman in room nine. 

CARLA 
She’s okay. It’s not your concern. The restraints will 
come off soon. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Good thing she is still in restraints. Like a bucking-bronco 
restraints. She is being ripped apart by a Harpie. 

CARLA 
By a what? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
A Harpie.  A particularly vicious, scavenging Angel who has 
sunk his talons into that poor girl's soul. And this Harpie 
is a Drug Enforcement Agent Harpie. He says she is a meth 
addict. He winked and said he’s looking for contraband. He's 
doing a cavity search. You call them hallucinations, but 
it's a Harpie, I know. I've have several. I'm glad I don't 
have a DEA agent Harpie! 

(ERNIE/DANTE picks up a PEOPLE magazine.) 

(CARLA shelves the chart and takes out 
another. She is writing notes in the charts. 
ERNIE picks up a PEOPLE magazine from the 
table.) 

ERNIE /DANTE 
Lucifer inspires us to think that Ernie can get better! 
Better than what? Lucifer tempts us with Brad Pitt and 
Angela Jolie. Ernie, you can be on the cover of PEOPLE 
You can be perfect, Ernie! Or at least, you can be 
PhotoShopped. Get Botox! Go to Bermuda! Or at least 
steal a PEOPLE magazine from my barber. 
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(DOOR BUZZER SOUNDS. CARLA, looks 
up, then down at a switch; DOOR 
OPEN SOUND. ENTER KEN COMINSKY, a 
drug rep. He is crisply dressed 
and exudes confidence. He carries 
an expensive leather sample 
case.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(continuing) 

Lucifer seduces us with visions of Angela Jolie and Brad 
Pitt -- the two most perfect people on Earth! 

(preens makes "pouty" lips) 
Nurse Turner, do you like my hair!? 

CARLA 
Good Morning, Mister Cominsky. 

KEN 
(handing CARLA a business card) 

Good Morning, Nurse Turner. 

CARLA 
Ernie, perhaps you remember Mister Cominsky? Mister 
Cominsky is a salesman from a pharmaceutical company. 
Weren’t you in sales, Ernie? Mister Cominsky, this is 
Ernie. 

KEN 
Oh, I've met Ernie several times before! Good morning, Ernie. 
Say, Nurse Turner, is Dr. Grissman in? 

CARLA 
Not yet, I’m afraid. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(crossing to KEN) 

Ernie was in sales and big-time, nationwide sales 
promotion. But, I am Dante Alighieri... the poet from 
Florence exiled to Verona. But, at this moment, I am 
moving to the right, with my right foot, which means I am 
on my way to Paradisio. 
YOU, on the other hand, Mr. Cominsky, unfortunately YOU 
entered by moving LEFT - or sinestra in Italian - which means 
you're moving from Purgatorio toward the Inferno! 

(beat) 
Mister Cominsky, do YOU like my hair? (beat) Should I Botox 
in my lips? 

KEN 
(setting down case)  

Comb your hair. No Botox. 
(KEN puts sample case on floor by counter. 
ERNIE/DANTE edges a bit closer.) 

This is a notable day, Nurse Turner! Today you hear about 
an industry innovation - comprehensive program of pain  



  I-1-6 

KEN 
(continuing) 

control and research which will revolutionize psychiatric 
medicine. I’d like to give you and Dr. Grissman this 
initial packet of research which is so promising and 
exciting our company is investing millions of dollars on 
our roll out of Oxycodone now combined with a newly 
patented and approved drug called Contin. Oxy and Contin 
together. No one has the patent but our company! 

(“TAA-DAH” gesture as KEN hands CARLA a large 
envelope of research.) 

CARLA 
Of course I’ll give him the research. Sounds impressive. 

(CARLA looks at research package.) 

KEN 
And you should read it, too! Oxy as we call it, Oxy will 
change ol’ Dante’s assessment of pain. And the 
comprehensive promotional package called “OXY BE HAPPY!” 
will change how you think about pain management. If you're 
Dante the poet, THIS place is the Inferno of pain, right? 
Bad pain. Big pain. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(holds out arms) 

I cast no shadows, do you? Hold out your arms... 
(KEN holds out his arms. ERNIE/DANTE steps 
inappropriately close and inspects.) 

You cast no shadows either. So... this is either the 
Purgatorio or you are a non-physical being. 

(sniffs KEN)  
Umm. Cologne. You are a physical being. 

KEN 
I thought there were no shadows because of the fluorescent 
lights? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Oh yes.That's true. Very logical. Very scientific, Mr. 
Cominsky!  Human thinking has changed since Dante's time. 
There were no fluorescent lights then. There was no color in 
Purgatorio because color heals the soul. Reds. Greens. 
Yellows. Why is there no color in this hospital? Why are the 
walls beige? Why are they neutral? If I wanted people to 
abandon hope and wander in hopelessness, I'd pick 
fluorescent lighting, too. Today we think it's because of 
the technology, which is of course true. And not the whole 
story. (sigh) It’s a choice somebody made. 

(looks around and changes mind) 
But, I say, this is Jiffy Lube! 
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CARLA 
Ernie, you know very well that this unit is called 
Psychiatric Services. 

(KEN takes items from sample bag and puts them 
on counter.) 

KEN 
Why do you say Jiffy Lube? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Psychiatric medicine as practiced here is all about getting 
our medications adjusted and getting us back on the road of 
life as quickly as possible. A psychiatric oil-change in 5 
minutes. They give a little anti-depressant here, pop a 
little depressant there. Nurse Turner calibrates the anger 
and the pain and notes it in our charts. They dampen the 
mania. Our sadness seems a little less intense or 
important. So we lose a little humanity. So what? Better to 
wander in the grey purgatory of pharmaceuticals and 
fluorescent lights.  I'm  not exactly in pain, I'm not 
exactly out of pain. I'm not maniacal and I'm not 
depressed. I'm not in my right mind, I'm not out of my 
mind. I'm Dante and I'm sort of Ernie. But, one thing for 
sure, I won't waste much time being here! I won't take long 
to heal because healing is not the objective. Jiffy Lube 
is NOT auto repair! I'll be FUNCTIONAL so maybe, just 
maybe, I can get back to work at stocking shelves, or 
busing tables, or smiling and greeting you. And, it will 
cost my HMO as little as possible! Fluorescent lights are 
cheap! Fluorescent lives are cheap. 

CARLA 
Ernie, you be nice to Mister Cominsky! Mr. Cominsky and his 
company are part of your treatment team!  

KEN 
I gave the research packet to you Nurse Turner and this is a 
packet about the incentive programs for Oxy plus Contin. 
It’s huge, the largest in pharmaceutical industry history. 

(KEN hands another envelope to 
CARLA.) 

CARLA 
Really? 

KEN 
Starting with...!  

(KEN opens his sample case and 
takes out a stuffed SMILEY FACE 
IMOGEE DOLL and sets it on the 
counter. CARLA picks it up.) 

CARLA 
 (to stuffed toy) 
And, who is this? 
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KEN 
He’s “Mr. Oxy Be Happy!” He’s for you Nurse Turner. He’s 
an Oxy reminder. When you see him, you’ll remember the 
Oxycodone plus Contin. It’s our “Be Happy” promotion. 

 (CARLA picks up doll.) 

CARLA 
Aw... he’s cute! 

(KEN begins to pile promotional premiums on the 
counter.) 

  KEN 
He’s fun!  

ERNIE/DANTE 
Way to go Mr. Cominsky, you’ll have Be Happy! Imogees dolls 
in doctor’s offices everywhere! I can’t wait to see 
everything! 

KEN 
Here Ernie, why don’t you listen to this Oxy Be Happy! CD 
while Nurse Turner and I do some business, okay? 

(KEN takes out Portable CD player w/ 
headphones and an OXY CD. He hands these to 
Ernie – who steps aside to talk to himself.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
I won’t interrupt. Ernie just hasn’t seen a detail man work 
a gatekeeper on the top end of the sales funnel in a l-o-n-
g time. Lucifer’s gotta love this! Maybe you got a team of 
Harpies on the Sixth Circle of the Inferno and can record 
all this. Sixth Circle – my peeps with Mr. Cominsky! The 
level of the sales people consumed by predatory lusts! If 
we go to hell, we upsellers who land the white whales will 
stand in a ditch of boiling blood a depth of which is equal 
to our lust for gain and the reality of what we do to our 
customers. After death, we get to experience the pain we 
cause them. Hope you’re recording this, Luci! I’m gonna do 
a little play-by-play for you. 

(ERNIE puts on headphones, but holds the plug 
end as if it were a MICROPHONE. He ANGLES 
away from KEN and CARLA and turns to 
audience. He “ANNOUNCES” the KEN/CARLA 
interaction like golf “play-by-play”.) 

   ERNIE/DANTE 
(golf announcer-ish) 

We are here at the first tee of the Inferno Golf Club where 
Mr. Cominsky is starting what is bound to be the first 
round in The Scientific Persuasion Masters Cup. He’ll be 
using an array of incentives! The game is wickedly 
manipulative, even though it’s been around since Julius 
Caesar, improved by modern promotion, driven home by 
Tupperware, multi-level marketing and Family Feud. 

(continued) 
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ERNIE/DANTE 
(continuing) 

Cominsky already drove step #1 – “Scarcity” or Exclusivity 
like a 3-wood! Boom! Right down the fairway! A newly 
patented, government approved, exclusive product nobody 
else has. Bring out the Shark Tank! Way to go Mr. Cominsky! 

KEN 
Glad you think Mr. Oxy is fun, Carla! For you, Ernie, 
because you’re walking through Dante’s Inferno, maybe 
you’d like this pedometer! 

(KEN takes 2 small plastic PEDOMETERS out of 
his sample case and hands one to ERNIE/DANTE.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(quietly talking as if announcing golf  
match) 

A giveaway! Pow! A long iron for step #2 “Liking” linked 
with personal activity! That’s brand power! Pharmaceutical 
persuasion research says even cheap freebies work! 

KEN 
We call it the “Right Steps” pedometer – to make sure 
you’re headed toward health – Paradisio as Dante calls 
it, right? ... and taking the right steps means Oxycodone 
and Contin. Here’s a pedometer for you too, Nurse Turner 
for your afternoon walk. 

(ERNIE/DANTE puts pedometer onto his shirt and 
takes a few steps to right and looks at it.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Cute!  Right steps! A chip shot - Step #3 “Reciprocity”, 
for doctors is a bigger deal. 

KEN 
Please give this to Dr. Grissman – it’s an invitation to 
one of the Oxy monthly all expenses paid Be Happy 
Educational Conferences we host down in the islands! Warm 
sunshine. Beautiful beaches. We want Dr. Grissman, and all 
the prescribing physicians, to relax, play a little golf, 
and learn about Oxy.  

(KEN takes a #10 business envelope from jacket 
pocket, hands to CARLA.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Did he mention all expenses paid? I think he did! 
Lucifer, you’re getting some of these drivers to put real 
inspirational loft under their shot! A big-time industry 
wide pay-to-play stroke! 

CARLA 
No drug company has ever given us so many gifts like this 
before.  
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KEN 
You’ll find out that the Oxy and Contin Be Happy 
promotion is a gift that keeps on giving! Nurse Turner, I 
told you this pain relief program was comprehensive! And, 
that means you! That second envelope explains the 

(KEN points to second envelope) 
incentives for treatment team members like you. I can 
award a range of Continuing Education Units – CEU trips 
with benefits so can go and learn more about Oxy at one 
of our island resort training centers. You can help Dr. 
Grissman conduct pain relief research. Ongoing training.  

CARLA 
Really, on going? 

KEN 
Of course. We’re in this for the long haul. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(talking quietly excited) 

That’s persuasion shot #4 – “Consistency”! Lo-t-s of 
gifts, all the time!  

KEN 
(KEN takes out an “OXY – Be Happy”, t-shirt 
from his case. SEE ATTACHED.) 
(Hands shirt it to Carla.) 

Oxy! Be Happy! Here, take this!  
And this. 

(Hands her a gift card from pocket.) 
Here’s a $20-dollar Exxon gas card. This is just the 
first level of our Oxycodone and Contin promotion.  

ERNIE/DANTE 
They’re rolling out the green and this shot is rolling on 
the green! 

KEN 
We want all doctors and nurses – across the country - to 
remember that Oxy is a totally different kind of opioid 
pain medication... 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(getting excited) 

Oooh! Get out that putter! Step #5 “Consensus” – all the 
doctors and nurses all across the country. Nice job, Mr. 
Cominsky! Nearly there, nearly in the persuasion cup! 
Just one more step - Step #6. 

KEN 
We lobbied Congress to declare – and fund - the 2000s as 
the national U.S. “Decade of Pain Control and Research.” 
They agreed and have put up funds for research.  
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ERNIE/DANTE 
(talking quietly excited) 

Are you getting this Lucifer? Step #6 in the six step 
Scientific Persuasion Masters Cup - “Authority”! You can’t 
get much higher than Congress naming a decade of pain 
control! The company sank it! Wooh-hoo!  

KEN 
Oxy Be Happy is evidence based, Nurse Turner. You are on 
the front line of medical history – a decade of pain 
control and research. We want to you to be able to do 
research for yourself how quickly Oxy reduces pain. 

(KEN takes 5 or 6 laminated SMILE/SAD FACE 
sheets from his case and hands them to CARLA. 
SEE ATTACHED.) 

Evidence. Have your patients use this simple chart to 
tell you the level of their pain before they take the Oxy 
and then after they take it. And, you can record the 
differences on their chart. That’s evidence! 

CARLA 
Where do I post these?  

KEN 
Anywhere and everywhere. Wherever you need to gather 
evidence. Here, Ernie, look at this chart and tell Nurse 
Turner what your level of pain is? 

(ERNIE takes chart.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
I wasn’t even thinking about my pain until you brought it 
up. Was I in pain?  

KEN 
Simple as that, Carla. Research! Funded by Congress. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
A decade of pain management - pain research dollars flow 
into hospitals. Nurses get us to remind ourselves we are 
in pain. Doctors prescribe Oxy and Contin for our pain, 
and the company makes millions. Lucifer is proud! 

KEN 
Oxycodone and Contin is truly revolutionary. I hope you’ll 
study that first envelope, the collection of research and 
then pass on to Dr. Grissman. Pretty amazing stuff. Taking 
an Oxy is like throwing a light switch, pain is gone. 
Everybody can be happy and you can do the research! 

Get out that reggae poetry CD for the player. Be happy. 
(Reaches into case gets out second CD.) 
(Hands ERNIE second CD) 
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KEN 
(continuing) 

Nurse Turner, here are one hundred samples of this new 
miracle drug, Oxycodone and Contin for Dr. Grissman to 
dispense and test its efficacy.  

(Hands CARLA samples.) 
(Takes out a multi-page receipt.) 

KEN 
(continuing) 

Let me just get you to sign for the samples for Dr. 
Grissman, 100 units, there was the cute little “Mr. Oxy Be 
Happy”, the t-shirt, the portable CD player, the Oxy Be 
Happy compact disc with all those great songs, the packet 
of research materials, and packet of program material, – 
and Nurse Turner you ought to study that packet of program 
material because based on the unit’s sales performance of 
Oxy I’ll be the one awarding the all expenses paid 
continuing education trips. Gotta have those CEU’s!– Just 
sign here, please. 

(CARLA signs.) 
Ernie you can chase away bad thoughts and anxieties with 
our “OXY Be Happy” CD with McFerrin’s “Don’t Worry, Be 
Happy” and Bob Marley’s “Three Little Birds”. 

(ERNIE looks at / fiddles with 
CDs.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(singing) 

Don’t worry... be happy! Take the meds... Win incentive 
contests...!  

(not singing) 
It’s apparently necessary for me to take Oxycodone and 
Contin for the unit to win incentive contests. 

(chuckles) 
But, that's one of Lucifer's illusions... apparent 
necessity! Ah! Apparently there are choices, take the 
medication or... but in reality, Dante gave us Dante's way. 
The way of Dante Aligieri. 

KEN 
Well, Ernie, you keep using that Oxy “Right Step” 
pedometer, okay? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
One step after another... right foot first to Paradisio. 
Hey! Step right with my Right Step Pedometer! Listen to 
the CD.  Go up the right wall, and then back down the 
right wall until I get to Paradisio. I don't know the way 
yet, but I WILL find my way out! 
Dante found a way out. He observed it imaginatively. 
Poetically. He studied it. And, that's what I'm doing. I'm 
looking for that way of getting out. 
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KEN 
Find your way out with poetry? Really? That’s crazy. Poetry 
from hundreds of years ago? It’s just poetry, Ernie.! Aww, 
take your meds. Aw, just give the Oxy and Contin a try. The 
pain will disappear. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Of COURSE it's just poetry! Just poetry... But, 
pharmaceuticals are just CHEMICALS, right? 

KEN 
Molecules, Ernie. What you need to get out of this hell, 
to end the pain, is to change your brain. Oxycodone and 
Contin is a molecule which physically changes the way 
your brain perceives pain. 

DANTE/ERNIE 
Poetry changes the way I perceive the world. Poetry is a 
gift from one heart to another. From Dante’s to mine. It 
stirs my soul. It lifts me. It inspires me to do what? Be 
different.  

KEN 
What Nurse Turner and Dr. Grissman have now is our new 
category of opoids that will change the way your brain 
perceives the world. If you have a toothache, with real 
pain, and you take an Oxycodone with Contin, like a 
miracle, the pain disappears. Nurse Turner, I’ve got so 
many calls to make. I’ve got to go. 

CARLA 
Mr. Cominsky's company has these great medications to 
help you get better, Ernie. Make the pain disappear. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Help? Mr. Cominsky doesn't want to help, his company wants 
to INFECT us with anxiety and fear! Wants me to be in pain 
so he can sell meds to make my pain disappear. 

KEN 
Ow! We can't infect anyone with anxiety! That's NOT 
scientifically possible! Mental illness is a chemical 
imbalance in the brain. Medications balance out and 
eliminate your hallucinations. Even if we could infect 
people with fear and anxiety, Ernie, we don't need to do 
that! 
The world does that for us. Military gave us PTSD. The 
demand for anti-anxiety drugs is HUGE, what with veterans 
returning from the wars and their FAMILIES, the economy, the 
recession, joblessness and erectile dysfunction, EVERYBODY's 
worried about something! 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(agitated and wanting to move) 

If life is full of pain, and if Oxy and Contin physically 
changes my brain and takes away the suffering, why would 
Dante even want to struggle toward Paradisio?  
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KEN 
(Looking at watch. Closes sample 
case and turns to EXIT) 

Exactly! Thank you, Nurse Turner for giving the research 
and the incentive trip envelope to Dr. Grissman. And, 
remember, I recommend the team member incentives! Oxy – Be 
Happy! – it’s gonna be big. 

(ERNIE/DANTE steps close. CARLA buzzes door 
open. KEN exits.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(to KEN as he exits) 

Ambition without principles is a terrible drug. Goodbye 
from Jiffy Lube! Thanks for... thanks for... thanks for 
modernizing Hell? 

CARLA 
(doing charts) 

There is no hell here, Ernie. This is Psych Services... 
we’re here for you! Is it time for your meds? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Am I anxious? Am I in pain?! I have a job! I'm the 
windshield washer, shelf stocker, self-appointed Psych 
unit greeter, and this is what I say to all new patients! 

(DOOR BUZZES. ERNIE/DANTE turns to door. JOAN 
ENTERS carrying a brightly colored crazy 
quilt and stands to one side.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(flamboyantly) 

Welcome to the home of Jiffy Lube medicine! Give us your 
tired, addicted, hallucinating, inebriated, angry, 
depressed, pathological souls; bring 'em in, we'll get 'em 
diagnosed and juiced up and make sure their meds are 
balanced by Mister Cominsky, and send 'em back onto the 
highway of life in 5 minutes or less, GUARANTEED! 

JOAN 
Good morning, Nurse Turner! Well, Ernie, that was a 
DRAMATIC recitation. Good morning..!  
 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Dante. 

CARLA 
(wary) 

Hello Joan... Welcome! I see you've brought another 
comforter! 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Joan of Arc! 

JOAN 
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(kindly) 
Nice to see you again, Ernie. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
You are Joan of Arc. 

JOAN 
Sorry to disappoint you, I'm NOT Joan of Arc. I'm just 
ordinary Joan who has been here before so I know this 
place. And every now and then I come by and bring a quilt 
that a friend of mine and I make. Something warm and 
colorful. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
Joan challenged the power structure, the King and Pope! 
She got BURNED at the stake. That's what’s going to happen 
to you - you're going to get, burned at the stake. 

JOAN 
I'm not challenging Kings and Popes, Ernie... just 
delivering a quilt.  

ERNIE/DANTE 
Insurance companies, HMOs, drug plans, pharmaceutical 
manufacturers, hospitals, medical testing, equipment 
manufacturers - those are the NEW Kings and Popes. YOU 
challenge them! You’re not in the system, the plan. 

JOAN 
Well, I would love to be able to challenge the drug 
companies. I saw Cominsky going down the hall. What’s he 
selling, a new concoction that makes his company lots and 
lots of money and leave our bodies with side effects? A 
new version of the Thorazine shuffle? Weeping? Cotton 
mouth? Eternal pain? Weariness that never passes? Feeling 
lost?  God, I hate those bastards! 

CARLA 
Joan, we’ve been over this before and you were at one 
time banned from the unit. You know that this is 
Psychiatric Services and you are entitled to your opinion 
about the practice of medicine. But, you know the rules. 
If you agitate a patient, I’ll have to ask you to leave 
and report this to Dr. Grissman. 

JOAN 
Sorry... sorry. I‘m just bringing a comforter for someone 
who needs comfort.  

ERNIE / DANTE 
The girl in room nine - with the DEA Agent Harpie – could 
use some comfort. 

JOAN 
Nurse Turner, when you think the time is right... 
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(JOAN hands the comforter to CARLA.) 
...please give her this. 

(CARLA takes comforter) 

CARLA 
Of course. 

JOAN 
That'll give her something to snuggle into... and she'll know 
that at least SOMEBODY, somewhere wishes her well. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(interrupting) 

Let me see that...! 
(CARLA hands comforter to ERNIE/DANTE who 
takes it with reverence. He inspects it. 
Smells it.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
The Inferno is filled with beings who, when they were alive, 
were POWERFUL and RUTHLESS. They were masters at control and 
fear. They took away freedom. They tortured and killed 
millions. Committed genocide, holocausts, rape, brutality, 
couponing and overly prescribed opioids. 

(holding comforter aloft) 
Behold! THIS contains a power which is GREATER THAN any power 
in Hell. And, I should know, because, I'm Dante Alighieri and 
I've seen them all, INCLUDING a litany of psychotropic meds, 
social media and QVC addiction! 

JOAN 
(amused)             

What power is that, Ernie? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
KINDNESS... human kindness! A gift from one heart which 
expects nothing in return, to another who feared they were 
utterly alone in their regret and shame. Stuck - once again 
- with no way out. Hiding behind Lucifer's back. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
 (continuing) 
And you bring this! 
Look at the colors! Bright. Alive. They can heal, 
Joan. These colors can HEAL! 

CARLA 
What is that pattern called? 

ERNIE/DANTE 
 (in awe) 
Pattern? No, I don’t see a pattern, 
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JOAN 
That’s because it’s a crazy quilt... 

(DANTE/ERNIE explodes with laughter.) 
There is no pattern. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
    (giddy) 

A CRAZY QUILT in a psych unit! A moment of illogic in a 
world gone mad with pharmacology. There is no reason for 
this other than compassion. Medications can’t cure a crazy 
quilt. 
 
This is something no Angel or Devil can give because 
they're NOT human! And, this is not scientific. This is 
hand-made human kindness. It's a moment of comfort amidst 
the wreckage of our lives. 
Something we can touch, hold on to while the Harpies 
and Furies tear at our souls and the medications change 
us and give us temblors, Thorazine shuffles, bad 
dreams, allergic hallucinations and brittle nails!  A 
moment of sanctuary can feel like eternity. God bless 
you! 

(ERNIE/DANTE snuggles into it and then passes 
the comforter back to JOAN.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(fearful of CARLA) 

But, kindness can heal, Joan. It CAN heal! It is the 
stuff of Paradisio. It can be a trigger for the future. A 
way out of the slavery of drugs. 

JOAN 
Well, quilts were the road signs for the underground 
railroad - women hung comforters on fences that signaled 
the run-away slaves where to stop for help, where to go. 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(looking around suspiciously 
and gesturing at CARLA) 

But, I won't tell the Kings and the Popes what you're 
doing, Joan! If they knew, if they knew, they WOULD burn 
you at the stake! They can't make money from kindness. I 
won't say a word to Mr. Cominsky, I swear! 

(childishly locking 
lips) 

Tick-tock, click the lock and swallow the key! 
(ERNIE/DANTE looks around wide-eyed then 
crosses to the desk.) 

(JOAN passes comforter back to CARLA.)  

JOAN 
Thank you Ernie. But, I'll be fine.  

(ERNIE/DANTE steps closer.) 
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ERNIE/DANTE 
I'm just looking for a way out. A place to go. 

JOAN 
Look, I've got a half-way house. It's not paradise, but 
it's a place to go! My card is on the bulletin board. You 
can give me a call. 

(CARLA buzzes door open.) 

CARLA 
See you later, Joan. 

(JOAN waves and EXITS.CARLA puts a CD into 
the CD player.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
(pointing to door.) 

No punishment is allowed on this side of that door. We have 
scientific diagnoses! We're ill! 
Condemnation and punishment are out there! 
Through that door a city of weeping.  
Through that door, you go into eternal pain. 
Through that door, the path runs amongst the Lost.  
Abandon every hope, everyone who enters there. 
Stay in here!  Everything gonna be all right! 

(After a long pause. ERNIE/DANTE turns back to 
the corridor. Fiddles with CD player.) 

CARLA 
Got your Oxy Be Happy music? 

(ERNIE gives a thumbs up.) 

ERNIE/DANTE 
To the left - sinestra - is Hell! To the right - Paradisio! 
Don’t worry... 

(Edges away down the hall.) 
A place to go.  

(ERNIE turns-on the CD player  

AUDIO UP 
DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY – Bobby McFerrin 
Here's a little song I wrote 
You might want to sing it note for note 
Don't worry, be happy 
In every life we have some trouble 
But when you worry you make it double 
Don't worry, be happy 
Don't worry, be happy now 
don't worry 
(Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh oo-ooh) be happy 
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(Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh oo-ooh) don't worry, be happy 
(Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh oo-ooh) don't worry 
(Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh oo-ooh) be happy 
(Ooh, ooh ooh ooh oo-ooh ooh oo-ooh) don't worry, be happy 

FADE. 

(LIGHTS DOWN ON NURSE'S STATION 
SET then OUT.) 

 
ERNIE/DANTE 

(in darkness) 
It is reported that 70,000 people die each year from 
overdoses to prescription opioids.  

(END OF SCENE) 

(END OF ACT) 

(CURTAIN.) 
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