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Cast of Characters

Suze: Femal e. Dressed casual ly.

Ben: Mal e. Wearing grubby
tee-shirt and boxers.

Sam Mal e. Police Oficer.



SETTI NG Eveni ng. Living room

I ncludes a chair, small table with
a bottle of JimBeam a couple of
gl asses, a few books and a cel
phone.

AT RISE: BEN is wearing a grubby
tee-shirt and boxers. He's sitting
in a chair talking on his phone.

BEN
Perfect. Yeah. R ght. Hey, gotta go.

BEN ends the call, pours hinself a
gl ass of bourbon and begi ns pl ayi ng
a video gane on his tablet. A few
seconds later a loud shriek is
heard of fstage. A frantic SUZE
enters carrying a shoppi ng bag.

SUZE
Oh ny God! Oh ny God! Ben!
BEN
You' re honme kinda | ate.
SUZE
| just stepped on sonething squishy. Alive and squi shy.
BEN
You get ny shirt? Size |arge?
SUZE
It nmoved! | swear it noved.
BEN
My shirt noved?
SUZE
VWhat ? No! Are you deaf? | stepped on sonething. Com ng in.
By the front door. It was alive. I'"'msure of it.
BEN
Huh.
SUZE

Ben, please. Put down your gane and go see what it was. Is.
See if | killed it.

BEN st ands, takes a sip of his
drink.



BEN

Me? Way nme? You're the one who stepped on it.
SUZE

| can't. Please. Just go. See if it's still there.
BEN

You want nme, to go outside, like this, and | ook for

sonet hi ng soft and squi shy, you stepped on, that m ght be
dead or really pissed off.

SUZE
Yes! Wit!

SUZE runs of f stage and cones back
with a | arge hanmmer.

SUZE
Here. Take this.

BEN t akes t he hamer from Suze.

BEN
A hanmmer? You want me to go outside like this, with a
hammer, after the whol e nei ghborhood just heard your
bl oodcurdl i ng screanf

SUZE
Yes. (she shoves him Go!

BEN
No.

SUZE t akes the hamrer from hi m and
hands hima book fromthe table.

SUZE
Fi ne. Here. take this.

BEN
My new G'i sham novel ? Hell no.

He sets the book back down.

SUZE
Vel l, you need sonething. To kill it.
BEN
" mnot going outside and I'mnot killing anything.

BEN pours SUZE a dri nk.
Have a gl ass of bourbon and forget about it.

SUZE
VWhat? No! | can't! | can't forget about it.



BEN
Good | ord, woman. You have no probl em whacki ng a chicken
apart before roasting it in a 400 degree oven.

SUZE
That's different. It's already dead. And facel ess.
BEN
You saw the squi shy-thing's face?
SUZE
What ? No. Pl ease Ben. Just go. See if it's still there.
BEN sits back down and takes a sip
of his drink.
BEN
Look, if you killed it, some rodent will enjoy it for a
m dni ght snack. If you mainmed it, it'll linp or slither
away.
SUZE
You don't understand. | won't be able to sl eep tonight

knowi ng that thing m ght be out there. Injured. Suffering.
Pl ease, go | ook. For ne?

SUZE wal ks over and begins to
caress him
"Il do that thing you always want ne to do, that | hate
doi ng.

BEN
Real | y?
SUZE
Unh huh.
BEN
When?
SUZE
Uh, tonorrow night.
BEN
Okay. So, how big was it?
SUZE
| don't know. It was dark. Al | knowis that | stepped on
sonet hi ng soft and squishy and it kind of rolled over. And
twtched. |I'"'mpretty sure it twtched.
BEN

In the dark, you saw it twtch?



SUZE
Yes.

BEN
| mpr essi ve.

SUZE

Just go. Pl ease baby?
BEN resunes playing his video gane.

BEN
Fine. Just let me finish this level. |I'm al nbst done.

SUZE begi ns paci ng about .

SUZE
| didn't nean to hurt it. You know I'd never hurt a fly.
BEN
Uh huh. Oh, got-'ya sneaky bastard.
SUZE
| feel terrible.
BEN

Three nore levels to defeat the Dark Queen.

SUZE
Qur nei ghbors nust think I'mcrazy. Scream ng |ike that.

BEN
O, they think | bludgeoned you.

The doorbell rings.

SUZE
You expecting sonmeone?

BEN
Nope. You?

SUZE

No. WIIl you get it, please.

BEN strands up.

BEN

Li ke this?
SUZE

Fine. I'lIl get it. For God sakes, go put on sone pants.
BEN

But, | just |leveled up.



SUZE
And someone's at our front door.

BEN
Fi ne.

BEN exits, puts on a pair of wld
| ooki ng shorts, and cones back in
to continue his gane.

SUZE
| just hope that thing is gone.

SUZE goes of fstage. BEN conti nues
to drink and play his gane. A few
seconds | ater SUZE enters with

OFFI CER SAM
SUZE

You see, officer, I'mfine. We're both fine.
SAM

Sam You can call me Sam nm' am
SUZE

Ben. Ben!
BEN hops up.

This is Oficer Sam
BEN

Oh. Uh. Hello officer. Is there, a problen?
SAM

You tell me, sir. Dispatch called with a possible 10-16.
BEN

10- 167
SAM

Yes, sir. 10-16. Residential disturbance. It seens several
of your neighbors heard a wonan scream Said it sounded |ike
it came fromyour house.

SUZE
Oh, | can explain. That was nme. | was com ng honme from
shopping. Got a great deal on a shirt for Ben, 30% off.
Look.

SUZE grabs her shoppi ng bag and
hol ds up a shirt.

SAM
Yes Ma' am



SUZE
When | got home, and to the front door, | stepped on
sonet hi ng.

SAM
You stepped on sonet hi ng?

BEN
Squi shy. She said it was squi shy.

SAM
And?

SUZE
Right. Well, like | said, | got to the door and stepped on
sonet hi ng soft and squishy. And, | screaned. That's all. As
you can see, |I'mfine.

BEN

Yep, she's fine. Just a bit of a screaner, if you know what
| nmean.

SUZE
Ben!

SAM
| see. So, this "squishy" thing you stepped on.

SUZE
Yes?

SAM
Was it a creepy crawy?

BEN
Excuse ne?

SAM

A creepy crawly. WAs it a creepy craw y?

SUZE
I, I don't know It was dark

SAM
Cuz, we've been getting calls about creepy crawies in this
area all week.

SUZE
Al week?

SAM
Yes nm' am

SUZE

See. | told you I stepped on sonet hing.



BEN
VWhat, |i ke snakes?

SAM
Snakes. Spiders. Bullfrogs. Seens to be a variety of sliny,
squirny creatures circulating in your area.

SUZE
Ch God. Snakes? | hate snakes!
SAM
Yes Ma' am Mbst peopl e do.
BEN
Well, as you can see, Oficer, we're both fine. My wife was

clearly startled by something she stepped on comng into the
house, and she shri eked.

SAM
Shri eked?

SUZE
You know, |ike-

SUZE |l ets out a pathetic shriek.

SAM
That's not nuch of a shriek.
SUZE
Vell, I'"mnot stepping on anything right now
BEN
In any case, she's fine.
SUZE
Yes, fine.
SAM
Sir, 1"l'l need you to step outside with ne for a nonent.
SUZE
VWhat ? Why? |'mthe one who shri eked.
SAM
Standard procedure Ma'am | just need to talk to your
husband al one for a few m nutes. These days, when we get a
call about a woman shrieking, well, we can't be too careful
now, can we?
BEN
You're joking. Right?
SAM

No sir. | never joke.



BEN
|"ve been sitting here playing Battle Toads for the | ast
four hours.

SAM
Yes sir. Any w tnesses?

BEN
It's a single player gane.

SAM
| see. Let's just step outside, shall we?

SAM and BEN exit. SUZE paces
nervously about.

SUZE
This is crazy. Crazy. Al | did was squeal a bit. Ckay,
maybe it was nore of a shriek than a squeal. But, still.

O fstage you can hear BEN and SAM
munbl i ng and scuffling. As they
enter SAM has BEN s arns held
behi nd hi s back.

BEN
Better call a |lawer, Suze. He's taking ne in.

SUZE
VWhat ? Why? No! | told you, I'mfine. Ben would't hurt a
flee, or a fly. I'"'mthe one who shri eked.

SAM

Yes Ma'am You di d.

SAM shoves BEN around until he's
right in front of SUZE

SAM
Tell nme nma'am What you stepped on, by your front door, did
it look anything like, this?

BEN hol ds up and shakes two rubber
snakes, one in each hand.

SUZE
What ?!

SAM and BEN are | aughing
hysterically.

BEN
riend, Oficer Sam or as | like to cal

Suze, neet ny old f
| be staying with us for a few days.

him Samry. He'



SAM
Sorry Suze. He put ne up to it.
SUZE
Sammy? Sammy, the snitcher, from LA?
SAM
You got it.
BEN

Come on babe, you've got to admt, the snakes are pretty
damm funny.

SAM
You shoul d have seen the | ook on your face when | took Ben
out si de.

SUZE
Wait. So, no one called the police?
BEN
Nope.
SUZE
It was all a set up?
SAM

Pricel ess! Your expression was -

SUZE
You idiots! You freaking idiots! Rubber snakes! Gve ne
t hose!

SUZE grabs the rubber snakes and

chases them around and finally off
t he stage.

Li ghts out.
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