
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFQ)

Playwrights’ Center’s New Home
Information Session: January 25 at 12 PM CST (Zoom Link)

Application Deadline: February 10, 2023
https://pwcenter.slideroom.com/#/permalink/program/70757

THEATER BEGINS HERE

Mission: “Playwrights’ Center sustains, develops, and advocates for playwrights and
their work to realize their full artistic potential.”

INVITATION
Playwrights’ Center (PWC) is looking to commission an artist or artist team who live, work, or
have an ongoing residency in Minnesota to create permanent public art for PWC’s new home at
710 Raymond Avenue St. Paul, MN 55114. This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) will consist of a
two-part process. Part one will be an initial application to this RFQ due on February 10th by
midnight central time. A number of finalists selected from the RFQ submittals will receive a
$1000 stipend to prepare a full proposal for the second part of the process. Artists/artist teams
are not required to have previously completed a public art project but must have successfully
completed at least one exterior art piece. Design installation is to take place in Spring 2024.

Additional information about the timeline, commission, application, and process is detailed
below. You are also encouraged to attend the information session on January 25th at 12 PM CST
(Zoom Link).

BACKGROUND

Playwrights’ Center serves 2400+ playwrights and theater artists across the United States and
internationally, supporting people of various identities, experiences, and backgrounds. PWC
works toward the sustainability of playwrights’ livelihood and well-being by developing their
work, providing professional and equitable resources, cultivating relationships and making
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connections within the theater and arts sector. Being in service of playwrights is not only PWC’s
mission but is at the heart of the organization.

Along with centering playwrights and artists, PWC values advocacy, adaptability, equity, and
accessibility. It has become increasingly important to center equitable access, the practice of
correcting uneven distributions of power that create barriers or inhibit access to what PWC has
to offer. These values are not mere platitudes, but rather, we actively work to put these values
into practice at all levels of the organization. PWC's values remain at the forefront of the design
and construction process for the new building as well as where the new building will be located.

We not only want to be thoughtful of how we engage with our new building’s community in the
artist-focused Creative Enterprise Zone but also conscientious of what it means to be
“groundbreaking” on stolen land. PWC acknowledges that the new building will reside on land
that should belong to the Dakota and Anishinaabeg peoples, but we also want to go beyond
acknowledgment in addressing the colonial legacy that allows us to expand and take up more
land. While we still have a lot of work to do to decolonize our spaces and practices, it is our
hope that the new building will be a place of shared ownership where we gather to share
stories.

It is imperative that the creative process and final product of the exterior art piece is informed
by PWC’s mission, the communities we serve and hope to serve, our values, and the impact of
breaking ground.

AVAILABLE COMMISSION

Neighborhood Beacon
$35,000 Project Budget (all-inclusive)
The commission is for an artist to create a permanently installed work of art
at the Playwrights’ Center’s new home in the Creative Enterprise Zone. The
art piece will live on the corner of Myrtle and Raymond Avenue, acting as a
physical beacon that guides people to the new artist center. The piece is
intended to cultivate belonging and shared ownership for the communities
PWC serves and provide connection to the greater community. The work of
art should be visual/sculptural and include lighting or be created with lighting
in mind. The piece may also include signage/text-based work or other
interpretations that are visual and prioritize PWC’s mission and values.

PROJECT DETAILS AND PARAMETERS
● Art must be permanent (should last for a minimum of 20 years);
● Art must include lighting or be created with lighting in mind;
● Art must be designed to be structurally sound and conform to any city or governing

regulations;
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● Art must be informed by PWC’s mission, values, communities in which we serve, and
shared ownership of land;

● The project budget is all-inclusive and must cover artist compensation, fabrication,
engineering consultations, installation, contingencies, and any other expenses related to
the design and construction of the beacon;

● PWC will facilitate work that involves their own site contractors and collaborate with the
artist(s) for on-site installation.

ELIGIBILITY
● Artists/artist teams must be local to Minnesota. Local pertains to someone who works,

lives, or resides in Minnesota for most of the commissioning timeframe (timeline listed
below);

● Artist/teams must have experience in the successful completion of at least one large
exterior art piece;

● Artists/teams must have experience working in the mediums to which they are
proposing for the creation of the permanent public art piece.

Note on artist teams: Artist teams are defined as 2-3 lead artists working together on the
artistic aspects of the commission. Teams will pick a lead artist to create a team application.
If you are planning to hire or include a technical consultant or fabricator, they would not be
considered part of the artist team.

TIMELINE

The schedule below outlines critical dates and information for the commissioning process. As
noted above, these dates remain subject to change.

RFQ Info Session
January 25, 2023 at 12 PM CST
Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 854 5428 4151
Passcode: 423193

ROUND ONE: Qualifications/Response Due
February 10, 2023 by Midnight CST
https://pwcenter.slideroom.com/#/permalink/program/70757

ROUND ONE: Finalist Notification
February 24, 2023
Finalists will be invited to create full proposals

ROUND TWO: Finalists' Full Proposals Due
March 13, 2023 by Midnight CST
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Finalist Interviews
March 20-29, 2023
Subject to final scheduling

Selected Artist Notified
April 3, 2023

Design Installation
Spring 2024

SUBMISSION & SELECTION PROCESS

Below outlines the steps of the process from application submission to the final selection of an
artist. As noted above, these dates remain subject to change.

1. Read the entire RFQ for background information, project details, eligibility, timeline, and
process.

2. Compile materials for application questions A-E listed below (narrative, work samples,
etc.) in preparation for submission to SlideRoom (online application).

3. Submit all required materials to SlideRoom at
https://pwcenter.slideroom.com/#/permalink/program/70757 by the end of the day on
February 10, 2023.

4. Contact the appropriate PWC staff below for application assistance.
5. All applicants will be notified as to the status of their application. Notification by

February 24, 2023.
6. Finalists will be invited to create a full project proposal with budget breakdown and

provide contact information to two references ($1000 compensation). Submissions are
due by the end of the day on March 13, 2023.

7. Finalists will be invited to an interview between March 20th - 29th, subject to final
scheduling.

8. Artist/artist team will be selected. Notification by April 3, 2023.

Application Assistance
Applicants who need technical assistance with SlideRoom or uploading and formatting
files, please contact Emily Matthees at emilym@pwcenter.org.

Playwrights’ Center is invested in expanding equitable access services such as ASL and
non-English language support. We may not be able to offer support for all who need
assistance with this application, but we are committed to providing support whenever
possible. For an assistance inquiry, please contact Emily Matthees at
emilym@pwcenter.org.
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Application Questions (submitted through SlideRoom)

A. Applicant Information
- Contact Information (entered when you create a SlideRoom account): name,

email, phone, and address. Teams are to pick one lead artist to create an
account.

- Eligibility: Provide detail about your eligibility as a local artist and past experience
with large exterior art pieces. Please note that all members of an artist team
must meet the eligibility requirements.

B. Narrative
1. Why this opportunity? (1500 characters including spaces max)

Guiding questions: Why are you interested in this specific opportunity and
commission? Why now? Why the Playwrights’ Center? How do PWC’s mission
and the communities it supports resonate with you? You can access PWC’s
mission statement here: www.pwcenter.org/mission-vision-values

2. Artwork and approach (1500 characters including spaces max)
Guiding questions: What are your medium(s) and approach to art making? What
is your creative process? How do you embrace a collaborative approach? How do
PWC’s values of centering artists, adaptability, equity, accessibility, and advocacy
show up in your approach? You can access PWC’s values here:
www.pwcenter.org/mission-vision-values

3. Artwork and impact (1500 characters including spaces max)
Guiding questions: Are there specific communities you plan to center in your
work? What impact do you hope your piece will make? How will your work
embody Indigeneity, acknowledge the impact of breaking ground on stolen land,
and/or uphold the value of shared ownership of the land? You can access PWC’s
land acknowledgment here: www.pwcenter.org/land-acknowledgement

4. Experience creating public art (1500 characters including spaces max)
Guiding question: How have you created exterior art pieces in the past that were
maintained during the different seasons?

C. Resume
- Maximum 2 pages.
- Please upload in PDF format.
- If applicable, submit a resume for each team member.

D. Work Samples
Individual artist applicants can upload up to 8 work samples. Teams of 2 artists can
upload up to 10 work samples. Teams of 3 artists can upload up to 12 work samples.
Each work sample should include a description of the work, the materials used, and the
location if it is an outdoor piece.
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- Visual samples are to be submitted via JPEG files and must be under 5 MB. Any
dimension of visual work may be submitted, but SlideRoom will automatically
resize images larger than 1280 x 1280 x 72 ppi.

- Text samples are to be submitted via PDF format. Please do not submit more
than one sample per page (e.g. 1 page = 1 work sample).

- Video samples are to be submitted with full URL links and passwords (i.e.
YouTube, Vimeo, SoundCloud). Please do not submit more than one sample per
video (e.g. 2 video links = 2 samples).

Selection Criteria
Responses to RFQ will be evaluated on the following criteria:

● The artist or artist team plan to center communities in their work that align with PWC’s
mission and values in an authentic and non-exploitative manner.

● The proposed work will embody Indigeneity in an authentic and non-exploitive manner
and/or the artist acknowledges the impact of breaking ground on stolen land and plans
to uphold the value of shared ownership of the land.

● The approach is collaborative and upholds PWC’s values of centering artists, adaptability,
equity, accessibility, and advocacy.

● Previous experience in creating large, exterior art pieces.
● Demonstrated quality and expertise in the submitted materials.

Selection Process
Representatives from the Playwrights’ Center will select artist finalists based on the selection
criteria. Finalists will receive a tour of the new Playwrights’ Center building and a stipend of
$1000 to create a full proposal with a project budget breakdown. Panelists consisting of local
artists and representatives from PWC will review the finalist applications and project proposals.
Finalists will also participate in an interview with the panelists. One artist or artist team will be
selected to create the public art.
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